
“Favor with Men” 

Exodus 11:3 

(Preached at Trinity, April 1, 2007) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. Last week we began looking at God’s final plague upon Egypt – the death of the 

firstborn. It was the most devastating plague of all.   

2. It was another demonstration of God’s sovereign power. This plague could not be 

explained away naturally. If one or even five passed away in the night it might have been 

dismissed to natural causes. But, thousands had died in the night – and all firstborn just as 

God had said. And among the Israelites not a single soul had been lost. 

3. It was also a demonstration of God’s absolute justice. This was judgment upon the 

wickedness and idolatry of Egypt. God’s judgment upon sin is the accomplishment of 

God’s perfect justice. 

4. It was also a demonstration of God’s grace. God showed favor upon Israel. It wasn’t that 

they were more worthy than Egypt.  

A. It was purely by grace that God made a distinction between Israel and Egypt. 

Exodus 11:7 – “But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog 
move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the 
LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.”  

B. Why is it that Abraham chose to leave behind the idols of his fathers but Pharaoh 

held tightly to the idols of Egypt? It was only by grace. 

5. Of all the plagues this one brought the most anguish. They had suffered everything from 

severe thirst to boils from head to toe. Their crops had been destroyed and they now 

faced hunger, but none of this can compare to the thousands who died in the night. 

 Exodus 11:6 – “And there shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, 
such as there was none like it, nor shall be like it any more.” 
Exodus 12:30 – “And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and 
all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house 
where there was not one dead.” 

6. This would be the final plague.  

A. God declared that Pharaoh would surrender to this plague and release the 

Israelites. 

Exodus 11:1 – “And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one 
plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go 
hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence 
altogether.” 

B. In fact Pharaoh and the Egyptians would all but drive them out. 

Exodus 12:31-33 – “And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and 
said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the 
children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.  32 Also take 
your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me 
also.  33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might 
send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men.” 
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 C. It all gives testimony to God’s sovereign purpose being fulfilled. 

7. Before we move on to Chapter 12 and the institution of the Passover I want to direct 

your attention to one more passage in Chapter 11. Once again we find God’s sovereign 

control over all things demonstrated. 

 Exodus 11:2-3 – “Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man 
borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her neighbour, jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold.  3 And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the 
Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in the land of Egypt, in the 
sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the people.” 

8. Many have pondered the legitimacy of Israel’s actions in plundering the Egyptians. After 

all, the Eighth Commandment plainly states, “Thou shalt not steal.”  What this an act of 

theft?  Were they borrowing without any intention of ever returning?  

A. The text does not necessarily use the word “borrowed.” The KJV is the only text 

that translates it “borrow.” The word us most often translated “ask.” The Hebrew 

word is used in the KJV 173 times, only six of which are translated “borrow.”  

B. In other words, they didn’t steal the jewels at all. They simply asked for the 

jewels and the Egyptians gave them. 

9. We don’t necessarily know why God had them plunder the Egyptians.  

 Perhaps it was the plunder of a defeated enemy.  

 Perhaps it was payment for several hundred years of unpaid wages. 

 We cannot fail to see it as a token of God’s divine favor upon His people. Of 

course, as we shall see, God’s blessings can sometimes be used as a road to sin. 

 This was another assault by God upon the idolatry of Egypt. What did they think 
when they awakened to the fact that they had given away all their treasures.  

10. The point I want to focus on tonight is Verse 3 – “And the LORD gave the people 
favour in the sight of the Egyptians. Moreover the man Moses was very great in 
the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh's servants, and in the sight of the 
people.” 

11. What part does God play in the attitude of other people towards us? I want us to see 

tonight that God plays a great part, the ultimate part.  

 

I. The Bible teaches clearly that God grants us favor with men. 

 A. It was true in Christ’s life 

Luke 2:52 – “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man.” 

  1. The excellence of Christ’s nature granted Him favor with men 

2. His perfect life of love, compassion, and mercy endeared Him to all. It 

was His condemnation of the hypocrisy of the religious leaders that 

resulted in their bitter hatred. 

B. We saw it in the life of Jacob – remember Esau hated Jacob and determined to kill 

him – this was the reason Jacob fled – but God softened his heart. 

 Genesis 27:41  And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith 
his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning 
for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 
Genesis 33:4 – “And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him: and they wept.” 
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 C. We also saw it with the life of Joseph 

Genesis 39:21 – “But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him 
mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.” 
1. Again, Joseph’s life of excellence brought him favor with all who knew 

him 

2. Potiphar saw his excellence, the jailer saw his excellence, Pharaoh saw his 

excellence. 

  3. But notice it was God who granted him favor 

 D. We can also see it with the early church 

Acts 2:46-47  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness 
and singleness of heart,  47 Praising God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 

  1. Christians have suffered greatly from the beginning 

  2. At the same time their righteous lives have been a marvel for all to see 

 

II. The favor we have received is by the grace of God 

 A. We live in a fallen world where men naturally love themselves above all else 

1. We are naturally selfish – we show favor to others as long as it is to our 

benefit. 

2. Paul described our nature 

 Romans 1:29-30 – “Being filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,  30 Backbiters, haters 
of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents,” 

3. With such natural jealously and envy, hatred and deceit it isn’t difficult to 

see that no man finds favor easily in this world. 

4. Why are there so many wars? Why is strife so common among men? 

 B. God is the ruler of men’s hearts 

1. God is able to change men’s minds sometimes turning from the very thing 

their hearts are intent on doing.   

a. Abimelech took Sarah with intentions of having relations with her 

but God prevented it 

Genesis 20:6 – “And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I 
know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also 
withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I 
thee not to touch her.” 

b. Balaam had been hired to curse Israel and was intent on doing so, 

but God would not allow it.  

 Numbers 23:8 – “How shall I curse, whom God hath not 
cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the LORD hath not 
defied?” 

c. Joseph’s brothers had determined to kill him but God moved upon 

Reuben to spare him. 
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2. God rules the hearts of men from the greatest to the least – even the hearts 

of kings 

Proverbs 21:1 – “The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as 
the rivers of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” 

3. Man determines in his heart the particular course he will take but God 

rules and overrules his choices. No matter what he wills or plans God’s 

will is accomplished. 

 Proverbs 16:9 – “A man's heart deviseth his way: but the LORD 
directeth his steps.” 
Proverbs 19:21 – “There are many devices in a man's heart; 
nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand.” 

4. This means that in spite of the wickedness of men’s hearts and in spite of 

their disposition to strife God is often merciful to grant us favor in the eyes 

of men 

 B. What are some of the areas we can see this work? 

  1. We can’t ignore the wonder of Christian conversion 

a. I believe this is what Isaiah was referring to – the transforming 

wonder of the Gospel 

 Isaiah 65:25 – “The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
and the lion shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be 
the serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain, saith the LORD.” 

 Can this not be said of the Apostle Paul?  

b. God has linked our hearts together in love 

1 John 4:7 – “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God.” 

c. Christians find favor with each other like none other – we strive to 

do good to each other. 

Galatians 6:10 – “As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith.” 

  2. In marital compatibility 

   a. I believe God joins the hearts of a man and woman together 

Matthew 19:6 – “Wherefore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder.” 

b. It is truly a blessing from God when two people are drawn so 

powerfully to one another.  

  3. In other relationships 

a. God often brings us to find favor with other people – employers, 

neighbors, our relatives  

b. I have always marvelled that God has given me a people to pastor. 

I never take that for granted and never cease praising God for it 

  4. We can also see it in evangelism.  

a. There is a natural hatred of the Gospel. All are naturally opposed 

to it. 
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b. Yet God often grants us favor as we bring the Gospel – we should 

pray for it. 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 – “Finally, brethren, pray for us, that 
the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, 
even as it is with you:  2 And that we may be delivered from 
unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.” 

 

III. What is our duty in receiving the favor of men? 

 A. We must not look at this in a mechanical sense 

  1. God will never be made a debtor – He always blesses us by grace. 

2. God commanded Israel to ask of the Egyptians and God moved upon their 

hearts to give. 

  3. There is behavior, however, that hinders the administration of God’s grace 

1 Peter 3:7 – “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to 
knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, 
and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be 
not hindered.” 
1 Peter 5:5-6 – “for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble.  6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in due time:” 

 B. We must live lives that garner the favor of men 

Matthew 5:9 – “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God.” 
Romans 12:18 – “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably 
with all men.” 
1. Christians are the best people to be around 

   The words of philosopher Aristides in the early 2nd century: 

“Now the Christians, O King, by going about and seeking, have found the 

truth.  For they know and trust in God, the Maker of heaven and earth, 

who has no fellow.  From him they received those commandments which 

they have engraved on their minds, and which they observe in the hope 

and expectation of the world to come. 

For this reason they do not commit adultery or immorality; they do not 

bear false witness, or embezzle, nor do they covet what is not theirs.  They 

honor father and mother, and do good to those who are their neighbors.  

Whenever they are judges, they judge uprightly.  They do not worship 

idols made in the image man.  Whatever they do not wish that others 

would do to them, they in turn do not do; that they do not eat food 

sacrificed to idols. 

Those who oppress them they exhort and make them their friends.  They 

do good to their enemies.  Their wives, O King, are pure as virgins, and 

their daughters are modest.  Their men abstain from all unlawful sexual 

contact and from impurity, in the hope of recompense that is to come in 

another world.” 

  2. Such people are usually looked upon favorably 

Matthew Henry – “Undissembled piety and charity will command respect; 

and cheerfulness in serving God will recommend religion to those that are 

without.” 
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 C. We must seek to live consistently with God’s commands 

Proverbs 3:1-4 – “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my 
commandments:  2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they 
add to thee.  3 Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy 
neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:  4 So shalt thou find favour 
and good understanding in the sight of God and man.” 
1. Isaac Watts to his children when absent from his children through 

persecution – “Avoid bad company of wicked children; abhor swearing, 

lying, and playing on the sabbath-day, and all other wicked courses, so 

shall you grow in favour with God and man.” 

  2. Many suffer the reproach of men by their own bad behavior 

 

 

Conclusion: 
1. We should seek the favor of men. We should pray for it. 

Romans 12:18 – “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 
men.” 

2. We should also recognize the source of the favor we have received and thank God for it. 

A. The Egyptians hated the Israelites. They would have never willingly given up 

their wealth to them. 

B. But God changed their wills. God is sovereign over the hearts of men. He grants 

us favor in their sight. 

3. We must never seek the favor of men at all costs or peace at all costs. Our highest goal 

and loftiest objective is to please God – at all costs.  

 Acts 5:29 – “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to 
obey God rather than men.” 

 


