
“Darkness” 

Exodus 10:21-29 

(Preached at Trinity, March 18, 2007) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. By now God has completed eight different acts of His wrath against Egypt—eight 

plagues that have devastated the entire land. Each time God mercifully gave Pharaoh an 

opportunity to repent. He commanded Pharaoh numerous times, “Let My people go” but 

Pharaoh has continued in stiffnecked resistance.  

2. The eighth plague was a swarm of locusts of unimaginable magnitude.  

Exodus 10:5-6 – “And they shall cover the face of the earth, that one cannot be 
able to see the earth: and they shall eat the residue of that which is escaped, 
which remaineth unto you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth 
for you out of the field:  6 And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of all thy 
servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; which neither thy fathers, nor thy 
fathers' fathers have seen, since the day that they were upon the earth unto this 
day. And he turned himself, and went out from Pharaoh.” 
A. Whatever vegetation that survived the hail would now be consumed by the 

locusts.  

B. Like the frogs in the second plague, the locusts would be everywhere. There could 

be no escape. As many as 1000 per square foot. 

C. Many Egyptians had had enough. They were absolutely convinced of God’s 

almighty power. 

 Exodus 10:7 – “And Pharaoh's servants said unto him, How long shall 
this man be a snare unto us? let the men go, that they may serve the 
LORD their God: knowest thou not yet that Egypt is destroyed?” 

3. Pharaoh was still unmoved in his stubbornness. With great condescension God reasons 

with Pharaoh. 

 Exodus 10:3 – “And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and said unto 
him, Thus saith the LORD God of the Hebrews, How long wilt thou refuse to 
humble thyself before me? let my people go, that they may serve me.” 

4. This leads to the ninth plague – a great darkness so thick it could be felt. There was 

absolutely no light upon the land.  

 Exodus 10:21 – “And the LORD said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward 
heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even darkness which 
may be felt.” 

5. Suddenly there was darkness. The darkness lasted three days. People groped about in 

total darkness. It was particularly terrifying because they worshipped the sun. 

A. Remember, the plagues upon Egypt were an assault upon their gods. God says, 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.” 
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B. The Egyptians worshipped Horus, the god of the sunrise, Aten, the god of the 

midday sun, and Atum, the god of the sunset.  

But none of the Egyptian gods equaled Amon-Re. They believed this solar deity 

was their creator.  The sun affirmed the life giving power of Amon-Re.  

  Pharaoh was considered the son of Re. He was the living representative of god. 

C. Pharaoh worshipped this sun god. He was the son of this sun god. The darkness 

meant the Egyptians had been forsaken by their god. Pharaoh knew he had been 

forsaken.  

6. As total as the darkness was upon the land of Egypt there was another darkness of equal 

intensity—the darkness of Pharaoh’s heart.  

 Proverbs 4:19 – “The way of the wicked is as darkness: they know not at what 
they stumble.” 

7. It would be easy to limit our attention to Pharaoh. He was filled with wickedness. He was 

in full rebellion against the commands of God—stubborn and stiffnecked. It would be 

easy to fix our sights upon Pharaoh, except for this. The Bible teaches us that all men 

share this total darkness with Pharaoh. 

 John 3:19 – “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” 

8. The ninth plague symbolizes the spiritual darkness of humanity. We were created in light, 

in the beauty of holiness dwelling in the light of the presence of God. With sin, however, 

we have fallen into total darkness—darkness so deep it can be felt.  

 

I. Mankind lost in sin is characterized by darkness 

A. Darkness is used in the Bible to describe the blindness resulting from sin and the 

accompanying evil that proceeds from it 

1. Darkness is a perfect illustration of lost humanity – We are born in total 

blindness. We simply cannot see beyond this present world. We cannot see 

beyond the physical, the flesh, the world.  

2 Corinthians 4:3 – “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost: 4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

 2. Sin is referred to as the “works of darkness” 

Romans 13:12 – “The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us 
therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light.” 
Ephesians 5:11 – “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

  3. The lost man is full of darkness - He needs illumination 

a. Why is it that so few believe in a land as saturated with the gospel as 

USA  - because they are darkness 

b. That is why the preaching of the gospel is boring to him.  He is 

making a tremendous proclamation about himself 

   c. Modern man is smarter but still cannot understand the truth 

Romans 1:21-22 – “Because that, when they knew God, 
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened.  22 Professing themselves to be wise, they 
became fools” 
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 B. This darkness leaves the lost man unable to see the deceitfulness of sin  

  1. It deludes the mind - it sways and biases judgment 

   We are literally out of our mind - we cannot think clearly 

Ephesians 4:18 – “Having the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart:” 

2. This is why Pharaoh was allowing his entire kingdom to be destroyed – sin 

destroys the ability to make reasonable decisions. Look at Saddam Hussein 

  3. It causes us to live in sin and not be sensible to it 

a. That is why a man can be filled with envy, or hatred, or lust and 

have his understanding darkened to approve of it 

b. The more a man hates his neighbor the more he is inclined to 

believe he is justified in doing so. 

c. The more he lives in covetousness and desire for riches the more he 

sees himself excused in doing so. He sees more and more things as 

necessities and cannot do without them 

4. When the conscience steps in men rack their brains to find arguments to 

silence it – Men do not like to condemn themselves. This is why Pharaoh 

continued to justify himself. 

Prov.21:2 - "Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the 
LORD pondereth the heart." 

5. Human beings are filled with self-love and will prejudice right and wrong in 

our favor - call evil good 

Isaiah 5:20 – “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 
sweet, and sweet for bitter!” 

 C. Most dangerous of all, this darkness leaves the lost man blind to his peril 

1. Plague after plague, wrath upon wrath yet Pharaoh continued to resist. He 

was absolutely blind to his absolute ruin. Even as death surrounded him. 

2. The lost man is blind to the reality of hell – he may believe it but it just 

doesn’t seem real. 

3. The lost man is blind to the fact that he is already the object of God’s Divine 

wrath 

4. The lost man is blind to the fact that the only reason he isn’t in hell at this 

very moment is due to the longsuffering of God  

D. This darkness leaves the lost man blind to the glories of a relationship with God  

1. Pharaoh didn’t see the need for Israel to worship God and certainly didn’t 

see any need to worship God himself. He couldn’t perceive the joy and 

peace in following God.  

2. They lost of this world have been deceived into believing there is happiness 

in the things of this world. 

  3. They are ignorant of the glory of the risen Savior - of knowing Him 

   Of serving Him, Of loving Him, Of obeying His Law, Of worshipping Him 
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II. Only God can bring the great transformation upon man to deliver him from darkness to 

light. 

 A. Left to themselves men will continue in darkness 

  1. They have fallen in love with the darkness 

John 3:19 – “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil.” 

  2. They will remain blind to the light 

2 Corinthians 4:3-4 – “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost:  4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

 B. God begins by stirring the heart of the sinner 

  “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” 
  1. If God doesn’t intervene we will remain as hardened as Pharaoh 

   It demands a supernatural work of God 

  2. God brings new life in the sinner dead in sin 

   In essence, God creates us again  

2 Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” 

   a. Jesus told Nicodemus – “Ye must be born again” 
b. Genesis 1:3 – “And God said, Let there be light: and there 

was light.” 
2 Corinthians 4:6 – "For God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ." 

  3. This transformation is the beginning of our new life 

   From it we turn from our wickedness and submit to God – repentance 

   From this transformation we rest our soul upon Christ - faith 

 C. In this transforming grace God calls us out of the darkness and into the light 

1 Peter 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
Colossians 1:13 – “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:” 
John 8:12 – “Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of 
the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life.” 

 

III. From the beginning of creation God has made a permanent division between darkness 

and light 

Genesis 1:4 – "And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the 
light from the darkness." 

 A. You cannot mix darkness and light – They are incompatible, they are opposites 

2 Corinthians 6:14 – “Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 
and what communion hath light with darkness?” 
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  1. God dwells in light inaccessible  

1 John 1:5 – “This then is the message which we have heard of 
him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all.” 

  2. No darkness shall ever be allowed into His presence 

1 John 1:6 – “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk 
in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:” 

3. Hell will be a place of darkness 

 Matthew 22:13 – “Then said the king to the servants, Bind him 
hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

4. God’s people dwell in the light – notice the distinction between Egypt and 

Israel 

 Exodus 10:22-23 – “And Moses stretched forth his hand toward 
heaven; and there was a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt 
three days:  23 They saw not one another, neither rose any from his 
place for three days: but all the children of Israel had light in their 
dwellings.” 

B. Do you show evidence of God’s transforming grace? 

1. It is evidenced by our love for the brethren 

1 John 2:9-11 – “He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkness even until now. 10 He that loveth his brother 
abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. 
11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in 
darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that 
darkness hath blinded his eyes.” 

  2. It is evidenced by our holiness 

1 Peter 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the 
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light:” 
Isaiah 60:1 – “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the LORD is risen upon thee.” 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Pharaoh was completely enveloped in darkness – much more than the physical darkness 

of the plague. He was blinded by spiritual darkness. 

2. Pharaoh had a great knowledge of God.  He knew the covenant name of God – the name 

God gave to Moses: LORD. He knew what God demanded – God commanded him to let 

His people go. He knew the purpose of the Exodus: so the Israelites might go and 

worship God.  He knew all of this but he would not submit to God. Why?  

Because of the darkness of his heart.  

3. Pharaoh made many concessions to God but refused to submit himself fully to the 

absolute rule of God.  Pharaoh always held back from a full submission. 

 Why?  Because of the darkness of his heart. 
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4 Why do people hate God’s rule so much. Why is it that so many people only make partial 

commitments to Christ – because of the darkness of their hearts.  

The heart of darkness always tries to get God to lower His terms. This is what Pharaoh 

did. This is what modern Christianity teaches. God demands our all and nothing else. 

Luke 14:33 – “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he 
hath, he cannot be my disciple.”   

5. God demands that we walk as children of light. 

 Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord: walk as children of light:” 

 We must walk in holiness – in the light 

1 John 1:6 – “If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth:” 

6. Whatever sacrifice you make, Christ is worth it – your time, your service, your 

possessions – He is worth it. 


