
KING DAVID – INTRODUCTION 

Introduction 

Why should we be interested in someone who lived around 3000 years ago? We are not Jewish, so 

he is not part of our history. Or is he? As a man of God and writer of scripture he is indeed part of 

our history assuming we are part of the church of Christ.  

But there are other reasons. The Holy Spirit has told us about him – out of regard for God we ought 

to pay attention. He is a celebrity within the church of God. His life showed such similarity to the life 

of Jesus that we can learn a lot about the Saviour from him. And he is the classic man of God – would 

we not want to be like him? 

God used him to good effect; but he was far from perfect. And that resonates with us. We would like 

to be the sort of people God uses, but we know we are imperfect. David’s story speaks to our 

deepest longings.  

We are equal but we are not the same 

Humanity has one father. In that sense we are equal and are bound to accept one another. If an 

atheist could use the term ‘the brotherhood of man’ how much more a Christian.  

Yet the Bible speaks about two groups in humanity – those now in Christ, and those who are not in 

Christ. That is obvious in the New Testament. It appears in other ways in the Old also.  

David had a particular role to play. Not everyone is called to be a ruler of society or to shepherd 

God’s people. We cannot all expect to do exactly the same things or hold the same role. There is 

diversity in God’s work, in creation and in the church. None of us has a right to demand that we take 

on a certain job or hold a certain office. Failure to acknowledge difference causes confusion. When 

we want guidance from David’s life we should note both where we are like him and where we are 

unlike him. We should consider whether God is calling us, and how to know the difference.  

There are lessons we can learn about all this from the introduction to David’s life.  

God chooses people 

This should not surprise us, after all he made us so we are the clay and he is the potter.  

We find him choosing Abraham, then Jacob, then Saul, now David.  

He chose Moses to lead his people, and Aaron to be their priest. The writer of Hebrews picks up on 

this when he says, ‘And no man takes this honour to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron 

was’. Then he adds, ‘So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said 

to Him: "You are My Son, Today I have begotten You".’ Even Jesus was chosen by God. 

Accepting God’s choice is part of our religious duty, our worship. Refusing to accept it is a mark of pride 

and is unacceptable to God. That says something about our attitudes. It is not wrong to want to be 

fulfilled. But the choice may not be ours, and we should choose rather to keep God’s commands so that 

he will promote us at the right time (1 Peter 5:6). Our spirit should be that of Saul of Tarsus: ‘Lord, what 

do you want me to do?’ rather than demanding that he do what we want. Our heavenly Father will give 

what is good – we can have confidence in him.  

Someone might object that it could hinder people from being saved. There are at least two answers to 

that. God is not under obligation to save anyone – when he does it is an act of mercy on his part. There is 

also a big difference when it comes to salvation – God has gifted the Saviour to humanity, he calls us to 



receive him, and promises salvation to anyone who does receive Christ Jesus – that gives the opportunity 

to us and puts the responsibility on us to act on it. if we refuse that is our sin; if we want to believe on 

him but find we can’t that is when we ask him for the faith and repentance we need; he will give it.  

Good chooses differently from us 

One thing is obvious about God’s choice, and often different from ours. Saul was rejected because 

he did not keep God’s commands. David was chosen because he would, as Stephen said to his 

persecutors, “And when He had removed him (King Saul), He raised up for them David as king, to 

whom also He gave testimony and said, 'I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after my own 

heart, who will do all my will'” (Acts 13:22; see also 1 Samuel 13:14). What God looks for more than 

anything is being ready to obey him. We make a great mistake when we think of God as there to do 

our will.  

God’s timing is often different from ours. Samuel grieved for Saul; his preference was that Saul 

would remain as king. But God’s plan was different – he had someone in mind to take over from 

Saul. Samuel was commanded to go and anoint that person (a form of commissioning).  

After David was anointed king the timing was also unexpected. He did not take over the throne for a 

long time.  

We must accept that some of God’s ways will puzzle us. He may lead in ways we do not expect, and 

at other times he may appear to delay. The timing is his choice and part of godliness is to accept that 

aspect of his choice as well as others. 

God’s criteria may be different from ours. Samuel thought the eldest son would be chosen. But God 

said, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For 

the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 

the heart." Even David’s father did not expect him to be chosen.  

Different roles call for different qualities; we cannot expect everyone to be suitable for every task. 

But God’s comment is a general one, and we should place character before everything else. That is 

especially important if the task involves leadership for that is delegated from God.  

Whether we are looking for a spouse, a statesman, or a pastor we should seek God’s guidance. That 

involves following the instructions of scripture and asking for his Spirit to operate. Other things may 

attract – appearance, training, etc. but it is for God to make the choice and he has given guidance in 

the scripture.  

This should also encourage any Christian who feels called by God but rejected by men. There may be 

good reason for the rejection – we have mistaken our call and it is contrary to scripture. But good 

men can make mistakes, and often do. If that is our situation we should draw nearer to Christ 

speaking in scripture, so we may be comforted and guided.  

David’s call from God was not a private thing in his mind alone; it was a call through the people of 

God, and from God’s representative, the prophet Samuel. We do well to heed the assessment of the 

church, even though God’s people can make mistakes.  

God equips 

David’s qualifications at that stage were not experience, training, or social standing. He had none of 

these. They would all come later – God’s timing again.  



Natural qualities are still not enough, not even experience or the wisdom that comes with it. As well 

as choosing him God anointed him. Samuel’s anointing was like the baptism of John, it symbolised 

something else and was empty without it (Luke 3:16). The anointing represented the Spirit of God 

and also assured David of that. That is also an aspect of what baptism signifies, and is intended to 

assure us of Christ’s gift for our time of need as well as our union with him.   

This is not the gift of an ability, it is a Person. He takes up residence. He trains his people. He makes 

them holy. He brings Christ to them. He enables them to do certain things at times of his choosing. 

When he makes us holy (sanctifies) he actually changes us into the image of Christ. When he reveals 

Christ our heart burns within us. When he enables he only performs certain tasks through us; others 

may be changed but we are not. David experienced all three of those.  

The Spirit is sovereign in how and when he operates. That is especially the case when he enables the 

saints to perform certain tasks. We cannot demand his work as of right. We must never use his gifts 

for our own satisfaction – they are given to us to use for the common good (Ephesians 4).  

When we read about David’s life we see moral failings especially in family relationships. The Spirit’s 

enabling is not the same thing as his sanctifying work. That is obvious also from Jesus’ words about 

the last judgement: ‘Many will say to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in your 

name, cast out demons in your name, and done many wonders in your name?' And then I will 

declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you who practice lawlessness!’” 

Conclusion 

What practical lessons can we draw from this first stage in King David’s biography?  

‘God looks on the heart.’ Our character is what counts most. Are we proud and self-seeking? Or 

humble and ready to accept his choices and do his will? That is the way to peace and blessing.  

 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.” We should have complete confidence in Christ even when we do not 

understand what he is doing.  

This is especially important when we are selecting people for tasks, especially in the church of Christ. 

Ask for his guidance and study his written Word. Then we may expect him to work through us – Paul 

described the elders in Ephesus as those whom ‘the Holy Spirit has made overseers’.  

We should beware of looking down on other people. It may be that the Lord has chosen them. Or 

they may have qualities we do not realise and are more important than the qualities we have.  


