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Acts 9:19b-43 ~ Teacher’s Lesson 
Saul & Peter Evangelize 

 
Introduction: The theme of Acts is the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise that the Holy Spirit would 

empower the church to be witness for Him in Jerusalem, then Judea and Samaria, then out to 
the remotest part of the earth (1:8). Today we are going to study Saul’s preaching and Peter’s 
miracle evangelism. Peter is gone, but the Holy Spirit is still here. The same Holy Spirit who 
empowered Peter lives in us. You should be thinking, Can God use me as a witness like He 

did the believers in Acts? 
 
Review: Last week we saw some highway conversions: A man from Ethiopia and Saul, a man 

who was zealous in persecuting the church. Today we’re going to see a bunch of people get 
saved, culminating in a Gentile Pentecost (next week). 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

****How did Saul confound the Jews in Damascus (9:19b-22)? He who came to Damascus 
to arrest those who believed in Jesus instead proclaimed Jesus as the Son of God in the 
synagogues. 

 
Application: It is amazing to see how thoroughly Jesus can change someone’s life. 
 
ESV 2 Corinthians 5:17 . . . if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. 
 
Participation: The synagogue system at that time allowed any able Jewish man to speak freely 

in the meetings. This open participation was followed by the earliest Christian Jews in newly 
formed churches (see 1 Corinthians 14). 

 
How long after his conversion did Saul began evangelizing in the synagogues (9:20)? He 

did so almost immediately. 
 
Spirited Filled: Throughout Luke’s writings, the filling of the Holy Spirit impacts a person’s 

speech. Saul was no exception. Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit (9:17) and right away we 
see him in the synagogues proclaiming Jesus (9:20). 

 
1. Saul proclaimed Jesus to be the “Son of God” (9:20). What does that title denote? In 

short, it denotes that Jesus is the Christ, 9:22.When Jesus Himself claimed to be the Son of 
God, he was accused of blasphemy. It also denotes that Jesus is God the Son. Son of Man is 
also a Messianic title and among other things it denotes that Jesus was truly a man. So too the 
title Son of God indicates Jesus was truly God (in human form). To be the “son of” something 
means you are totally identified with that thing.  

 
2. What did Luke mean when we wrote that Saul increased all the more in strength (9:22)? 

In light of it being said in conjunction with him confounding the Jews by proving Jesus was the 
Christ, it refers to Saul being strengthened in apologetic evangelism. 
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Application: Due to his long study under his teacher Gamaliel, Saul was well studied in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. We too should learn how to prove that Jesus is the Christ (9:22). 

 
------------------------------------------ 
 
****What dirty debating trick did the Jews resort to when they realized they could not win 

a debate with Saul (9:23-25)? As with Stephen, they plotted to kill him. This shows that 
although they were religious, they were not righteous. They lacked a true relationship with 
Jehovah.  

 
Suffering: This was the beginning of the fulfillment of the prophecy that Saul would suffer for 

Jesus’ sake (9:16). 
 
3. How did the disciples foil their murderous plot (9:23-25)? It seems Saul became a real 

basket case! He escaped the city at night via a basket elevator (he who fights and runs away 
lives to fight another day). It can be a good and acceptable decision to leave a difficult 
situation. Some hills are not worth dying on. 

 
Divine Protection: God saved Saul from death until his mission had been accomplished. 
 
4. Comparing Galatians 1:11-24 to Acts 9:23, how “many days” after his conversion did 

this basket escape occur (9:23)? Based on Galatians 1:15ff, the “many days” (9:23) added 
up to three years. Evidently Saul was converted, evangelized in the Damascus synagogues, 
left Damascus, traveled to Arabia1, then back again to Damascus, and then the death plot was 
formed that led to the basket escape. Luke’s account is truncated. 

 
----------------------------------------- 
 
****What reception did Saul get in Jerusalem (9:26-30)? At first the church gave him the cold 

shoulder, but finally accepted him. Then the unbelieving Jews plotted to kill him. Saul had to 
suffer many things for Jesus’ sake (9:16). 

 
Insight: The murder that was in the hearts of these Jews shows the wickedness of their hearts 

and the worthlessness of their religion. 
 
Fellowship Application: Even though Saul was gloriously converted on the road to Damascus, 

he was rejected by the church in Jerusalem. Yet he did not grow bitter, he did not pull apart 
from the church. God’s divine grace gave Saul a love for the church, even when the church 
was cold toward him.2 

 
ESV 1 Corinthians 13:7 Love bears all things . . . endures all things. 
 

                                                           
1
 Not Saudi Arabia, but an area northeast of the Dead Sea (ESV Study Bible, 2101). 

2
 David Guzik, “The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus”, BlueLetterBible.org. Accessed October 08, 2017. 
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5. What ministry did Barnabas have in Saul’s life (9:27)? He convinced the apostles3 that 
Saul really was a true disciple of Jesus. He lived up to his name (“Son of Encouragement”, 
4:36). 

 
Where have we been introduced to Barnabas before (9:27)? See 4:36. He was a Christian 

priest who sold his land and gave generously to the church. He was known for being an 
encourager, and lived up to that reputation with Saul. 

 
6. What did Barnabas say in 9:27 that indicates why he trusted Saul? Barnabas was aware 

of Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus and his evangelistic activity there. 
 
According to 9:28-29, what ministry did Saul have in Jerusalem? He preached in the church 

and disputed with the Jews. 
 
7. How did the Jerusalem church save Saul’s life (9:30)? They took Paul out of Jerusalem 

and down to the coastal town of Caesarea4 and then off to Tarsus, his home town. 
 
---------------------------------------- 
 
Verse 31 is another picture of church life, an oasis painted by Luke. What was the state of 
the church after Saul left the area (9:31)? Evidently the persecution that started with 
Stephen’s stoning had subsided. The church5 now had peace, was being built up, walked in the 
fear of the Lord, was comforted by the Holy Spirit, and multiplied. 
 
8. The church had peace in the midst of what (9:31)? 
 
In what sense were they built up (9:31)? 
 
9. What does it mean to walk in the fear of the Lord (9:31)? 
 
It was it that was multiplying (9:31)? 
 
Application: Oh might be said of our churches that we have peace (even in the midst of 

opposition) and are being built up (in the faith), that we are walking in the fear of the Lord 
(active obedience) and are multiplying (growing numerically). 

 
-------------------------------- 
 
****What impact did miracle evangelism have on people in Lydda and Sharon (9:32-35)? 

Luke recorded that “all” (hyperbolic) the residents of these two cities turned to the Lord! 

                                                           
3
 According to Galatians 1:17-19, Saul only saw two of the apostles: Peter and James. 

4
 Caesarea was a town on the Mediterranean about 62 miles northwest of Jerusalem (Douglas, 155). It was 

Pontius Pilate’s headquarters. 
5
 Luke referred to “the” church (singular) through the regions of Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. One would normally 

expect to read about the churches (plural) of a region. The singular use of the word church may be due to the 

fact that it was the one church of Jerusalem that had been scattered throughout these regions.  



Acts 

   

Lesson 19, NTRF.org Page 4 

 

Geography: Lydda was a town and Sharon its surrounding region. Lydda was about 20 miles 
NW of Jerusalem, between Jerusalem and modern Tel Aviv.6 

 
10. Why did Luke think it important for us know that Aeneas has been bedridden for eight 

years (9:33)? First, this information makes the healing undeniably supernatural. Second, that 
a man had been bedridden for eight years would have been well known in town, setting the 
stage for some remarkable evangelism. In 9:35 it states they “saw him” and turned to the Lord. 

 
11. Did Aeneas have to have the faith to be healed before he was healed (9:34)? There is 

no evidence that Aeneas had faith beforehand. Miracle evangelism often involves the healing 
of unbelievers. 

 
What did Peter command Aeneas to do in conjunction with being healed (9:34)? He 

commanded him to make his bed.  
 
Joke Application: You should make your bed every day! 
 
----------------------------------------- 
 
****What role did a sister named Tabitha play in the Joppa revival (9:36-43)? Tabitha 

became ill, died, and was resurrected by Peter, which caused many to believe in the Lord, 
9:42! 

 
Who knows the modern name for Joppa (9:36)? It is Jaffa, near Tel Aviv. 
 
When translated, what does Tabitha mean (9:36)? Tabitha is Aramaic. Translated into Greek 

it means Dorcas (gazelle).7 Not sure why Luke wanted us to know that, but there it is! 
 
12. Why is it significant that Dorcas was full of good works and acts of charity (9:36)? She 

doubtless had a good reputation among both believers and unbelievers. Her death left a void. 
All over the town she was mourned. People knew and liked this woman.  

 
ESV James 2:18 . . . I will show you my faith by my works. 
 
Application: Don’t be a N.A.T.O. man: No Action, Talk Only! Be like Dorcas! 
 
13. How did the closeness of Lydda to Joppa play a role in Tabitha’s resurrection (9:38)? 

Since Peter was close by, the disciples decided to ask him to come. 
 
14. Why did they ask for Peter to come; did they want him to speak at the funeral (9:38)? 

They knew full well Peter had the potential to raise people from the dead. That they put the 
body in the upper room rather than burying it suggests they hoped Peter would raise her from 
the dead. 

 

                                                           
6
 Johnson, 95, 717, 1097. 

7
 Ibid., 614. 
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ESV Matthew 10:1, 8 . . . he called to him his twelve disciples . . . “Heal the sick, raise the dead 
. . .” 

 
Since Peter could raise people from the dead, why didn’t he raise up Stephen after the 

stoning? The apostles could not heal on demand; they were dependent on God’s power and 
God’s will in their healings. God’s ways are not our ways. 

 
What scene greeted Peter when he got to the upper room (9:39)? All the widows mobbed 

Peter, crying, showing him clothing Dorcas had made. They may have done so to give Peter 
incentive to raise her. 

 
15. Why do you suppose Peter put them all outside (9:40)? Perhaps it was so he could pray 

in quiet and seek the mind of the Lord regarding Dorcas’ resurrection. 
 
Do you think Peter was startled when Tabitha awoke (9:40)? 
 
Where did Peter stay while in Joppa (9:43)? He stayed with Simon the tanner. Peter’s 

address is given to prepare the reader for what happens in chapter 11. 
 
How long did Peter stay in Joppa (9:43)? Luke thought it important to inform us that he stayed 

there many days. 
So What? 

 
16. What can we learn about witnessing from Saul’s example? New believers can testify to 

Jesus, especially if they are filled with the Holy Spirit.  Like Saul, over time we should study 
and be prepared to be a more effective witness.  Like Saul, we should expect to suffer for our 
witness. 

 
17. What can we learn from Barnabas’ example? Be an encourager! 
 
Go back to Luke’s snapshot of the early church. Which of the  four areas does our church 

need to improve upon? 
 
18. Why do you suppose there is not as much miracle evangelism today as there was 

when Peter was living (9:32-43)? 
 
19. What truths about God’s involvement in salvation does Cornelius’ conversion 

illustrate? 
 
20. What application might Acts 10 hold with regard to who we include in our witnessing 

efforts? 
 
**** = ask this question before reading the text aloud. Doing so will cause focus. 
 
• These lessons are designed for a 45 minute session and are based on the text of the ESV.  
 
• You can hear this lesson being taught at SermonAudio.Com/NTRF. 
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