
Order of Salvation – All of Grace 

Called of God 
We sometimes speak of accidents, disasters and deaths among loved ones as callings.  In a 

certain sense they are.  But these callings in and of themselves do not bring us to know the 

Saviour and enjoy His salvation.  We not only need callings of God in life, but the calling of God 

in grace.   

Salvation begins with the call of God.  After all, He is the calling God.  That also means we are 

lost to God.  We have forsaken Him.  But God has no pleasure in our death.  Already after the 

fall into sin, God “was pleased to seek and comfort man… when he trembling fled from His 

presence (BC art. 17; Gen. 3:9).   

The gospel call includes 

1. The gospel of grace and salvation (Jn. 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:15; Acts 4:12) 

2. The call to receive that grace by faith (Ps. 2:12; Acts 16:31; Matt. 11:28; Rev. 3:18; 2 

Cor. 5:20) 

3. The promise that whoever believes will be saved (Matt. 7:7; Is. 55:7; Jn. 6:37; Jn. 3:16) 

The external call 

The Bible distinguishes between the external and internal call.  For instance, in the parable of 

the wedding banquet (Matt. 22:1-14).  The Lord invites in the gospel.  He does not come with 

information about the wedding feast, but with an invitation to the wedding feast, and that 

invitation is an exhortation: “Come unto the wedding.”  That invitation reaches far and wide, 

young and old, bad and good.  Even the bad were not excluded from hearing the invitation.  

Everyone under the sound of the gospel is invited.  The gospel call is well-meant (Canons III/IV 

art. 8; Heb. 3:15).  But the call of the gospel is not always received.   

The internal call 

Because of our fallen condition (Eph. 2:4,5; 1 Cor. 2:14), we are not able in our own strength to 

respond in faith and repentance to the call of God.  But God effectually enables His people to 

respond to His call in grace (1 Cor. 1:9; Rom. 8:28).   

Westminster Shorter Catechism (QA 31): “Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, whereby 

convincing us of all sin and misery, enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and 

renewing our wills, he doth persuade us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the 

gospel.”   

It is a call of God 

God by His word and Spirit illumines minds and opens hearts and effects what He commands 

(Rom. 4:17).  It shows our dependence upon God’s grace and power.  He calls by His Son (Jn. 



5:25; Jn 10:27; Jn. 11:43).  He effects what He commands (Matt. 12:13).  He enables people to 

respond in faith and repentance (Lk. 14:21; Acts 16:14).  

It is a call in grace 

“But when it pleased God… and called me by his grace” (Gal. 1:15).  Paul is filled with wonder 

and amazement that God would call him irresistibly.   

It is a call with a goal 

 Called into His light (1 Pet. 2:9) 

 Called into His fellowship (1 Cor. 1:9) 

 Called into His family (1 Jn. 3:1) 

 Called unto suffering (1 Pet. 2:20) 

 Called to freedom (Gal. 5:13) 

 Called to peace (Col. 3:15) 

 Called to holiness (1 Thess. 4:7; 1 Pet. 1:15) 

 Called to glory (1 Pet. 5:10) 

Applications 

1. It should make us ask whether we know His saving call. 

2. It should make us eager to spread God’s word to others. 

3. It should humble us and lead us to praise Him (1 Pet. 2:9) 


