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SATAN CAST OUT OF HEAVEN 
REVELATION 12:7-12 

Let’s turn in our Bibles please to the book of Revelation chapter 12.  We have been preaching 
through the book of Revelation for a long time now, and we have come to this twelfth chapter.  
And in order to set the context of the section we’re going to be dealing with, which is verses 7 to 
12, I want to read the entire chapter with you.  So Revelation chapter 12, verses 1 through 17: 

“1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon 
under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 2 and she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; 
and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his 
heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: and 
the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her child as 
soon as it was born. 5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the 
wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days. 

“7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, 8 and prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 
which accused them before our God day and night. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time. 

“13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman which 
brought forth the man child. 14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she 
might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and 
half a time, from the face of the serpent. 15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood 
after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast 
out of his mouth. 17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Now last week we saw that Revelation chapter 12 began the second half of the book of 
Revelation.  In the second half of this book, we see the spiritual warfare between Christ and 



Satan, which lies behind and which explains why things occur on earth in the way in which they 
do.  Behind all physical and visible reality lies an invisible and spiritual reality that drives and 
shapes all of human history and all visible events that we see and experience.   

When things happen to you, what you see is not the whole story.  There is something behind that.  
There is this war between Christ and Satan going on that’s being played out on the stage of 
human experience.  So what we see in Revelation is that the war of Satan against Christ and the 
triumph of Christ over Satan is what shapes all of the events that occur in this age between the 
first and the second coming of Jesus.   

As we looked at verses 1 to 6 of this chapter last week, we saw that Herod’s slaughter of all the 
children under two years of age in Bethlehem was in fact driven by, and was the result of, Satan’s 
effort to destroy Christ when He was born.  And so it wasn’t just a crazy king that went and 
killed a bunch of kids; rather, it was Satan attempting to destroy Christ, and that explains the 
viciousness of the human behavior that was visible to those who dwelt upon earth.  Revelation, 
then, allows us to see behind the scenes and to understand what is happening in this world, and 
why it is happening.   

Now this war between Christ and Satan has been going on ever since the Garden of Eden.  In 
Genesis 3 we have the serpent, who is Satan, assaulting God’s creation and the people of God 
made in God’s image.  We know that Adam and Eve fell.  Creation was ruined and Satan became 
the god of this world.  But in Genesis 3 and verse 15, God promised that a Savior would be born 
of the seed of the woman, who would crush the serpent and who would destroy the works of the 
Devil.  And in due time, the Savior promised in Genesis 3:15 was born, and Satan’s efforts to 
destroy Him were defeated.  We saw all this as we looked at Revelation chapter 12, verses 1 to 6 
last week.   

By Christ’s life and death and resurrection and ascension, Satan’s doom was sealed, and in the 
triumph of Christ lies the defeat of Satan.  And we immediately begin to see that defeat of Satan 
implemented in our passage today in Revelation 12, verses 7 to 12, in which Satan is cast out of 
heaven.  So Christ triumphs over His enemy, and immediately the effects and the fruits of that 
triumph begin to be implemented.   

So in the first place then this morning, let us consider together the war described.  The war is 
described in verses 7 to 9: “7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against 
the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8 and prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven. 9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, 
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were 
cast out with him.” 

We saw last week in verses 1 to 6 that Christ has fought the war with Satan on earth and Christ 
has won that war.  Satan was defeated at every point, from Christ’s birth to Christ’s ascension.  
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The victory of Christ now becomes the basis for winning every subsequent war that is fought 
with Satan, whether that war is fought by angels or whether that war is fought by believers.   

Now immediately upon Christ’s victory over Satan on earth and upon His ascension into heaven, 
the fruits of that victory began to be harvested by Michael the archangel.  He immediately goes 
to war with Satan to implement and to enforce the victory over Satan that Jesus has achieved by 
His life and His death and His resurrection. 

Notice then first of all, the combatants.  The combatants are mentioned in verse 7.  It says “there 
was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and 
his angels.”  So clearly, the combatants are Michael and his angels, and Satan and his angels—
otherwise known as demons.   

Michael is first introduced to us in the Bible in the book of Daniel, where he has the special 
function of being the guardian angel and protector of the people of God.  He protected Israel and 
he protects the church as well.  In the book of Jude, he is called the “archangel” Michael, and 
there it is recorded that he had a previous conflict with Satan over the burial of the body of 
Moses.  But now we see Michael under the direction of Christ to be the leader of the angels in 
their war with the dragon. 

Now this dragon is identified for us in detail in verse 9.  Notice it says, “And the great dragon 
was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.”  
Now that’s a rather extensive description, is it not?  He’s called four things in this passage.  He’s 
called “the old serpent.”  This tells us that the dragon is the same evil spirit being as the serpent 
who tempted Eve in the Garden of Eden.  So this serpent in the Garden of Eden is none other 
than the dragon, the Devil, and Satan—they’re all the same person.  So this is the one whose 
head the seed of the woman will crush, as promised in Genesis 3 and verse 15.   

Not only is he called “the old serpent,” harkening back to the story of the Garden of Eden, he’s 
also called “the Devil.”  This name means “slanderer.”  Now one who slanders is one who tells 
negative lies about another person in order to make them look bad in the eyes of others.  It’s the 
opposite of flattery, where you tell lies about another person to make them look good in the eyes 
of others.  In both cases, you’re lying.  One is negative—slander; the other is positive—flattery.  
They are both evil. 

But in this particular case, Satan is lying in order to make others look bad.  We see that the Devil 
lied to Eve about God, falsely accusing Him of withholding something good from Eve when He 
forbade her to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  So the Devil has been lying and 
slandering about God and the people of God ever since through his agents—that is, the humans 
that are part of his kingdom.   

The third term that is used here is “Satan.”  This name means “adversary”; that is, he is the one 
who sets himself against Christ and against His people, and who does all he can to destroy them. 
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He continues to try to bring them harm, even though he himself is defeated, and even though he 
himself is destined for hell.   

The fourth thing this dragon is called is not only the old serpent, the Devil, and Satan, but the one 
who “deceives the whole world” in verse 9.  The Devil lies when he slanders God and men, but 
he also lies about truth, he lies about reality, and he lies about morality.  Satan deceives the world 
into thinking there is no God, or else that God is like they are, or that the Bible is a fable, or that 
money is happiness, or an endless number of other things that he lies about.   

Satan deceives the whole world with false religions and with false methods of salvation.  The 
public schools and universities, the newspapers and the radio, the Internet and Hollywood, the 
politicians and business leaders are all filled with his lies, and they all actively promote his 
deceptions.  He deceives the whole world.  There is no place and there are no people and there is 
no nation that is exempt from the deception of Satan.  Indeed, they are all under his deception.   

Only Christians have been freed from Satan’s deceptions, and only they are able to see through 
his lies, because only they have that veil of blindness torn away.  Remember it says in Second 
Corinthians 4 and verse 4, “The god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel…should shine unto them” and they should be saved.   

But the good news of the gospel is that Christ has torn that blindness away, and now we see.  We 
see the truth of God’s word and we see the reality behind the events.  We see through the lies that 
are perpetrated in this world—that you can live any way you want, you can believe anything you 
wish, you can act in any fashion you desire, and everything will be fine.  Those are the lies of the 
Devil.   

So those the Devil cannot deceive, who are Christians, he seeks to destroy, and causes his people 
to persecute them and to martyr them.  This dragon, then, is the essence of evil—one who strives 
to deceive as many angels and as many people as he can in the time he has left, so that he can 
take as many of them to hell with him as he possibly can.   

Having seen the combatants in verse 7—Michael and his angels and Satan and his—notice 
secondly, the conflict.  The conflict is specifically declared in verses 8 and 9: “8 and prevailed 
not;”—the dragon prevailed not—“neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9 And the 
great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”   

Now the conflict revolved around whether Satan had any right of access to heaven, and any right 
of access to the presence and the throne room and the court room of God any longer.  I want to 
say that prior to this time, prior to the time of the ascension of Christ into heaven and this 
conflict that is recorded here—prior to that time, Satan did have access to heaven, he did have 
access to God’s presence and to God’s courtroom.   
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Turn with me for a moment please in your Bibles to the book of Job, chapter 1.  In the book of 
Job, we see occurring precisely what Michael puts a stop to.  Job chapter 1, verses 1 to 12.  It 
says: “1 There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil. 2 And there were born unto him seven sons 
and three daughters.3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, 
and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that 
this man was the greatest of all the men of the east. 

“4 And his sons went and feasted in their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their 
three sisters to eat and to drink with them. 5 And it was so, when the days of their feasting were 
gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt 
offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned, 
and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 

“6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them. 7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Whence comest thou? Then Satan 
answered the LORD, and said, From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down 
in it. 8 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none 
like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? 
9 Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? 10 Hast not thou made 
an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast 
blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land. 11 But put forth thine 
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 12 And the LORD said 
unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. 
So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.” 

And as you recall, all of Job’s servants were slaughtered, all of his possessions; his cattle and 
camels and sheep and oxen, were taken, and his children were all killed.  Now chapter 2, verse 1:  
“1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. 2 And the LORD said unto 
Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and 
fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it. 3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou 
movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 4 And Satan answered the LORD, and 
said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5 But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6 And the LORD said 
unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 

Here we see Satan had access to the throne of God, and we see here that Satan, as the accuser, 
accused Job of mercenary motives, selfish motives, in serving God.  The accusation was this: Job 
doesn’t serve you and worship you because of who you are; he serves and worships you just for 
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what he can get out of you.  He values your blessings, but he doesn’t value you.  Take away your 
blessings from Job, and he will curse you to your face.   

Now we see Satan here slandering Job, and we see him by implication slandering God.  So he is 
the accuser, and he has access right into the very presence of God in the throne room of God, in 
the courtroom of God.   

Not only did Satan accuse believers of false motives and of being unfaithful to God, he also 
accused them of sins and transgressions.  Let’s turn to a second passage.  Turn please to 
Zechariah chapter 3.  It says, verse 1, “And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before 
the angel of the LORD,”—the angel of the Lord there is the preincarnate Lord Jesus Christ—“and 
Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.”  That is, he’s standing at the right hand of Joshua 
to resist him.  “2 And the LORD said unto Satan, The LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD 
that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the fire? 

“3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel. 4 And he answered 
and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And 
unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee 
with change of raiment. 5 And I said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they set a fair 
mitre upon his head, and clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stood by. 6 And 
the angel of the LORD protested unto Joshua, saying, 7 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If thou wilt 
walk in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, and shalt 
also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by.” 

Now without going into all the details of the passage, clearly, here is Satan standing to accuse 
Joshua the high priest of his sins.  Joshua the high priest is a sinner.  He is clothed, the passage 
says, with filthy garments, which are symbolic of his personal sinfulness.  This is bad enough, 
but on top of that, Satan stands to accuse him.  As the adversary, he accused Joshua to Christ.  
How can you, says he, accept such a one as this?  Why, look at his filthy sins!  The imagination 
of his heart is evil.  His speech is corrupt.  His behavior is inconsistent, and his motives are 
selfish.  Surely you would not want such a one as this in your heaven!  Satan does his best to 
drive a wedge between the Savior and His people, and to alienate them one from another and 
make them suspicious and distrustful of each other.  This, then, is the work of the accuser of the 
Old Testament saints.   

So prior to the ascension of Christ into heaven, Satan had access to the throne of God in heaven, 
and there he slandered the motives of the believers, and there he accused the behavior of the 
believers.  He accused the Old Testament saints of their sins, and he accused God Himself of 
being unjust in forgiving their sins when those sins had never yet been adequately atoned for.  
But now things are going to change dramatically for Satan.   

Turning back please to Revelation chapter 12, we see that Satan is now cast out of heaven, and 
no longer is able to accuse the believers before the throne of God.  In verses 7 to 9, it says that 
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Michael and angels go on the attack.  They are now able to enforce the victory that Christ has 
achieved for His people, and they make no delay in enforcing that victory that Christ has 
achieved.  As soon as Christ ascends in victory and triumph over Satan, Satan and his demons 
are attacked.  Michael initiates the attack, and they are defeated and they are cast out of heaven.  
Never again will Satan and his demons have a place in heaven or any access to heaven.  They are 
permanently kicked out.  They are cast down to the earth, which is now their sole place of 
habitation until they are cast into the lake of fire at the second coming.   

And so what we see here in Revelation chapter 12 and verse 7 to 9 is that Satan’s descent into 
damnation has begun.  He has been cast down from heaven into the earth, where he has a short 
time to function in a greatly limited fashion, and then he will be cast into hell forever, where he 
will be tormented for all of eternity.  Satan is defeated, and Satan is on his way out.  Christ has 
delivered us from the Devil and all his works.  In First John chapter 3 and verse 8, it says, For 
this cause was the Son of God manifested, that He might destroy the works of the Devil.  And 
destroy those works is exactly what He has done on the cross, and it is what He continues to do 
as He presses the accomplishments of the cross into this world and into Satan’s kingdom, until 
the works of the Devil are completely destroyed and entirely annihilated forever.   

This event that is recorded for us in Revelation 12, verses 7 to 9, is what Jesus was prophetically 
speaking of when He said in Luke 10, verses 18 and 19, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from 
heaven. 19 Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”  You remember what had 
happened in that context—Jesus had sent the seventy out.  He says, Cast out the demons.  They 
came back and said, Lord, the demons are subject to us!  And prophetically looking forward to 
this event that occurred at His ascension, He says, I can see Satan falling as lightning from 
heaven.  Because of that fall, He then says, “I give you power to tread serpents and scorpions.”   

Now Satan is the serpent, and the scorpions are the demons.  He isn’t talking about snake 
handling, okay.  I mean, we handle the snake, but spiritually, right?  So we have victory over the 
old serpent, and as Revelation chapter 9 talks about his demons, it says that they have the sting of 
scorpions in their tails.  So he gives us power over Satan and his demons, and they now cannot 
hurt the believers.  That’s not to say they can’t inflict some pain and suffering on us, but they 
can’t hurt us; that is, they cannot destroy our relationship with God, and they cannot destroy us 
from arriving at our destiny of heaven.   

This event of Satan falling from heaven to the earth that’s described in Revelation chapter 12, 
verses 7 to 9, is not only prophetically spoken of by Jesus in Luke 10:18-19, this event is what 
Jesus was also speaking about prophetically when he said in John 12:31, “Now is the judgment 
of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.”  Thinking of His impending 
crucifixion, He is saying, As a result of that event, Satan will be judged and Satan will be cast out 
of heaven.  This event is what Jesus was speaking of when He said in John 16:11, “The prince of 
this world is judged.”   
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So Jesus repeatedly spoke of this event, and He was very clear about what He came to achieve 
and what He would achieve and what the results would be.  He was declaring in these three 
passages that He would defeat Satan’s kingdom and Satan’s power.  He would cast Satan out of 
heaven forever, and He would end Satan’s tyranny over His saints.  He would destroy both the 
Devil and his works, and He would rid us and Himself of Satan’s presence forever.  Satan would 
be cast down!  Well that’s the war described.   

Having then seen the war described in verses 7 to 9, notice in the second place, the result 
declared.  The result declared is contained in verses 10 to 12.  Notice, verse 10: “And I heard a 
loud voice saying in heaven,”—here is the result that’s being declared by this voice, okay?  The 
voice says, “Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day 
and night. 11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down 
unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” 

Now immediately upon Satan being cast out of heaven, the results of the victory are declared.  
From heaven, a loud voice tells us what the result of that victory is, and with the defeat of Satan 
is the coming and the manifestation of all that Christ purchased and accomplished by His life and 
death and resurrection and ascension.   

And what is it that is set forth as clear as day by the defeat of Satan—what is it that has come to 
be seen in all of its fullness when Satan is crushed by Christ?  Notice the list in verse 10: “Now 
is come salvation,” that is, upon Christ’s accomplishment of His work on the cross, His 
resurrection, and ascension into heaven—upon the casting of Satan out of heaven—now it is 
clear how the salvation from Satan and his work promised in Genesis 3:15, was going to be 
accomplished by the seed of the woman.  Now we see with crystal clarity that it was by means of 
the substitutionary atonement of Christ for our sins that He wrought salvation in us.  He bore our 
sins in His own body on the cross, and satisfied the righteous wrath of God against our sins by 
bearing that wrath Himself.  Jesus satisfied all the claims of the law against us by bearing the 
punishment that it required of us.   

Now this salvation will be seen in all of its fullness and in all of its righteousness and in all of its 
justice and in all of its perfection.  It is now on display for the whole world to see.  Now it will 
be seen throughout the whole world.  Now it will come to every people and tongue and tribe and 
nation.  Salvation has come in its full accomplishment.  Salvation has come in its full revelation.  
Salvation has come to all peoples and nations of the earth.   

But now is seen, not only the salvation of Christ, now is seen the strength of Christ.  Notice the 
second thing in the list.  It says, “I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, 
and strength.”  The word in the original language is “dunamis.”  It is the word for power—the 
power Christ has to defeat the Devil; the power Christ has to save His people; the power Christ 
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has to build His kingdom; the power Christ has to preserve His saints; and the power Christ has 
to defeat and restrain the wicked.  These and many other manifestations of the power of Christ 
are now clearly seen, and will continue to be clearly seen, clear until the end of time. 

But not only is salvation seen and the power of Christ seen, but thirdly, now the kingdom of God 
is seen.  That’s the third thing in the list—Now is come the kingdom of God.  Now you recall a 
couple of weeks ago when we preached in Daniel chapter 2, verses 32 to 35, that the kingdom of 
God was pictured as a stone that was cut out without hands that would smash and destroy the 
kingdoms of this world and grow to fill the whole earth.  And that stone came at Christ’s first 
coming, and it is now growing and destroying the kingdoms of this world and establishing the 
kingdoms of our God and of His Christ, so that He shall reign forever and ever.  Daniel 2 and 
verse 44 says, “And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed: and … it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it 
shall stand for ever.”   

So at the ascension of Christ and the casting out of Satan, the kingdom of God on earth was 
established, and it began its growth on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, and it has now grown to 
fill the whole earth.  And you know, the kingdoms of men have come and gone, and come and 
gone, and come and gone, haven’t they?  But what has not come and gone?  The kingdom of 
God.  It started in Jerusalem, it spread to Judea and Samaria, and now it is in the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and the kingdom of God has gone on without remission and without diminution and 
without limit, and now it is pervasive throughout the entire world, while the kingdoms of this 
world have been rising and falling and rising and falling, and becoming increasingly crushed and 
destroyed by the Gospel.   

You know, when you look at local situations, you can say, Well, you know, the Devil has 
stronghold here, and it seems like everything’s under his control.  But when you look at the big 
picture, Christianity is the dominant religion in the whole world, and it has continued to grow 
and spread steadily from eleven disciples in the upper room, to now billions and billions of 
people on the face of the earth, and all throughout history.  So no longer does Satan’s kingdom 
dominate the world.  Christ’s kingdom dominates the world.   

Then fourthly, we see here manifested as the outcome of this war not only the salvation of Christ, 
the power of Christ, the kingdom of God, but fourthly, the authority of Christ.  Notice the next 
item in the list, in verse 10.  It says, “…and the power of his Christ.”   

Now the word here “power” in the original language is “exousia,” which is different than 
dunamis, which was the word that was translated “strength.”  What we see here is that this word 
is translated “authority” elsewhere in the Scriptures, in many, many places.  So not only is the 
power of Christ come to do the work, the authority of Christ has come as that which directs the 
work.  You know, power without direction is just destructive, right?  And direction without 
power becomes a laughingstock.   
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Christ has both authority and power.  So His power has been seen, but now we see the authority 
of Christ, with the ascension of Christ.  We see, as He declared in Matthew 28 and verse 18, that 
all authority in heaven and earth has now been given to Him.  Now He is King of kings and Lord 
of lords.  Now He rules with a rod of iron, and every knee must bow and every tongue must 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  And they will acknowledge the authority of Christ now, or they 
will acknowledge it later, but mark it down, they will acknowledge it.  Now we see the authority 
of Christ upon His ascension and upon the casting down of Satan.  Now Jesus is the Lord of the 
kingdoms of this world.   

You remember in the temptation, what did Satan offer Jesus?  Bow down and worship me—I’ll 
give you all these kingdoms.  Jesus said, No thanks.  I’ll get them by crushing your head and 
taking them from you.  And that’s precisely what He did.  So all of these things—the salvation of 
Christ, the power of Christ, the kingdom of Christ, and the authority of Christ are made manifest 
because the accuser of our brethren has been cast down, who accused them before our God day 
and night.   

You see, for 4,000 years, from the creation until Christ, Satan had accused those in heaven and 
those on earth as being unworthy to be forgiven of their sins, or justified by God.  Satan implied 
that God was unjust in forgiving people and bringing them to heaven, because there was no 
adequate atonement made by them, and there was no adequate atonement made for them, that 
would provide a basis for the forgiveness of them.  God was forgiving Old Testament saints and 
receiving them into heaven on the basis of Christ’s as-of-yet unaccomplished atonement.  He was 
forgiving them on credit.  And what Satan is saying is, No one’s going to pay this bill.   

And so God the Father was forgiving the Old Testament saints on the credit of the promise that 
Christ, at some point in the future, was going to atone for their sins, because you remember that 
the plan for atonement was established, when?  Before the foundation of the world.  But now—
but now that Christ has provided atonement for all of the Old Testament saints, and now that 
God is seen to be righteous for having forgiven their sins, Satan’s arguments and accusations are 
now seen to be without substance and without merit.  And he is thrown out of the courtroom of 
heaven, because he now has no basis for his case or his charges. 

Isn’t that what judges do in our day and age?  Some attorney shows up and he tries to bring a 
case against somebody, and the judge throws his case and him out of the courtroom, because 
there’s no merit to it.  And this is precisely what has happened to Satan.  The accuser of our 
brethren is now cast down, and there is now no condemnation for those who are trusting in Christ 
and His atonement for their forgiveness and for their acceptance with God. 

Turn in your Bible please to Romans chapter 8.  Notice the declaration that’s made in chapter 8 
and verse 1.  It says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.”  All the condemnation that Satan had been heaping upon the people of God for 4,000 
years is now gone.   
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Skip over in chapter 8 to verse 31.  Let’s start reading at verse 30:  “Moreover whom he,” that is, 
God the Father, “did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also 
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.”  So at the end of verse 30, the saints are 
seen as being where?  In heaven, glorified, right?  Now notice the next verse, verse 31: “What 
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,”—here it is—“who can be against us? 32 He 
that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
freely give us all things? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God that 
justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ?”   

And notice verse 38: “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,”—here it is—“nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, … 39 …shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  So when believers now die and go to heaven, there’s no one there to 
accuse them.  God will not accuse us, Christ will not accuse us—They are for us, they justify us, 
and they make intercession for us.  And there is no counterparty now, no adversary to bring 
charges against us.  It’s like the prosecution has left the building, and the only thing that’s left is 
the defense.  And the defenders are God the Father who justifies and God the Son who died for 
us and who makes intercession on our behalf.  And that’s why there’s now no condemnation.  
None.  When you get to heaven, all there will be is justification, acceptance, reward, blessing.  
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ, absolutely none.   

Turn back please to Revelation chapter 12, verse 11.  I want you to notice the antecedent to the 
personal pronoun here, so let’s read verse 10: “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now 
is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the 
accuser of”—here it is—“our brethren,” okay?  Who’s in view?  Our brethren, that is, believers.  
The accuser of our brethren “is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 
11 And they”—now what’s the antecedent of the personal pronoun “they”?  It’s our brethren, 
right?  So verse 11 is talking about believers now.   

We’ve been talking about Michael, his angels, and how they clobbered Satan and cast him out, 
and how now the salvation of Christ and the power of Christ and the kingdom of Christ and the 
authority of Christ has all been manifested.  So we talked about angels, and we talked about 
Christ, but now in verse 11 we’re talking about believers.  “And they,” that is the brethren.  It 
says, “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death.” 

Now notice, the victory of Christ over Satan and the victory of Michael and his angels over Satan 
now provides the basis for the victory of the believers over Satan all through this age, until Christ 
returns.  Believers—what does it say in verse 11?—are overcomers.  It says, “And they 
overcame him.”  Remember the letters to the seven churches that we studied a long time ago, 
chapters 2 and 3?  Remember that again and again and again, promises were made to whom?  
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The overcomers.  Every letter—“he that overcomes,” “he that overcomes,” “he that overcomes,” 
will obtain all these blessings and rewards, right?   

Well verse 11 tells us what that overcoming is, and how it is achieved.  It is an overcoming of 
Satan and his lies and his temptations and his persecutions that he brings to bear on us.  So he 
assaults us.  He’s been cast down to the earth, right, and now he’s assaulting our persons because 
he has no ability to destroy our souls because adequate atonement’s been made for them, right?  
And they’re safe and secure.  No condemnation.   

But now Satan brings his assault against our persons, our bodies.  And notice it says “they 
overcame him,” first of all, “by the blood of the Lamb,” that is, by faith in Christ and His 
substitutionary atonement.  Satan comes along and he says, You’re so terrible, there’s no way 
God’s ever going to accept you.  And we overcome that lie by what?  Faith in Christ and His 
shed blood.  By faith in Christ, we are delivered out of the grasp of Satan.  By faith in Christ, we 
are transferred out of the kingdom of darkness and into the kingdom of light.  By faith in the 
blood of the Lamb, we are forgiven and justified and reconciled with God, and ripped out of the 
hand of Satan, and now held safely in the hand of Christ, which is held in the hand of God.   

We overcome Satan, not only by the blood of the Lamb, secondly, it says in verse 11, we 
overcome him by the word of our testimony.  That is, we overcome him by open, public, vocal 
confession of Christ before men, and Satan is thereby defeated in his effort to stop the preaching 
of the gospel and the spread of the kingdom.  If Satan can’t keep you from being saved, he wants 
to keep you from speaking up.   

By our testimony of Christ and His gospel and the saving effect it has wrought in us, we push 
back the kingdom of darkness.  We push back the lies and the deceptions, and we set forth the 
truth and expand the borders of the kingdom of God through the preaching of the gospel.  By the 
preaching of the gospel, we rout Satan, we put him to flight, and we push him back into retreat 
and defeat.  And that’s what’s been going on for the last 2,000 years, as Christianity has pushed 
against the gates of hell, and the gates of hell have not prevailed, and the gospel has spread, and 
now billions of people have gotten saved.   

We overcome Satan, not only by faith in Christ, not only by boldly and publicly identifying with 
Him and preaching the gospel to others so that they can come into the kingdom, thirdly, we 
overcome Satan by not loving our lives to the point of dying for Him.  By enduring persecution 
to the point of martyrdom, that’s how we overcome Satan.  The point being is that believers will 
give up their lives, before they give up their faith.   

Now you’re in Revelation 12.  Just flip back for a second to Revelation chapter 2.  In verses 10 
to 11, He says to the believers and the church at Smyrna, “10 Fear none of those things which 
thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and 
ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches;”—here it is—“He that 
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overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.”  And what are they overcoming?  They’re 
overcoming the Devil.  They refuse to give in, they refuse to lie down, they refuse to back away.  
When Satan brings his assaults, they stand up, and if it kills them, so be it.  But they never back 
up, they never back down, they never give in, and they never compromise.   

He says, Even if you’re cast into prison—and some of you, on top of that, will be put to death—
he says, You be faithful to the point of death, and I’ll give you a crown of life, because thereby, 
you will have been the overcomer of Satan.  I overcame Satan, Michael overcame Satan, you 
believers are going to overcome Satan, because when you resist the Devil, he flees from you.   

Now not all believers are called to suffer actual death at the hands of persecutors, but they all 
endure trials and temptations and persecutions that Satan brings to bear upon them, and they 
don’t quit following Christ because of all of the incoming assaults that they receive.  Believers 
persevere in resisting the Devil, and the Devil must retreat and he must flee before them, and he 
will find no yielding to him on their part.   

The point is, is that in the Christian life, believers win and the Devil loses.  He loses in terms of 
keeping us from Christ, he loses in terms of keeping us from speaking about Christ, and he loses 
in terms of keeping us away from Christ and from turning against Christ by his persecutions.  
When persecutions come, we stand strong, and he loses.  He doesn’t drive a wedge between us 
and Christ.  So believers overcome Satan and his kingdom when they refuse to yield to the 
pressure he puts on them to deny Christ and forsake Christ, no matter what that pressure is, no 
matter how great it may be, and no matter how many thousands of dollars it costs.   

Verse 12 tells us the conclusion of the matter.  Notice verse 12: “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, 
and ye that dwell in them.”  Heaven’s a better place now.  “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time.”   

Now verse 12 tells us the conclusion of the matter when it uses the word “therefore,” right?  
Therefore—because of this casting out of Satan from heaven—, therefore certain things follow.  
First of all, heaven is greatly improved now that Satan’s evil presence has been removed from it.  
Proverbs 22 and verse 10 says, “Cast out the scorner, and contention shall go out; yea, strife and 
reproach shall cease.”   

So for 4,000 years, Abel has been having to listen to Satan, and now he’s gone.  Conflict, strife, 
accusation, argumentation, condemnation are all now gone, and all that is left is peace and unity 
and acceptance and approval.  These things now reign in heaven without interruption and without 
contradiction.  Heaven is now a place of perfect peace.   

However, the second conclusion is that not only is heaven greatly improved, but earth is now 
greatly distressed.  In all the time Satan spent up in heaven, he wasn’t down here on earth 
creating trouble.  But now, it’s the only place he is.  Satan, full of wrath over his defeat and full 
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of anger over the short time he has left before he is cast into the lake of fire, is determined to do 
all the damage he can on this earth before his demise.  He cannot destroy the souls of believers 
because they’re preserved by Christ, but he can assault their bodies with persecutions, and that’s 
exactly what he does.   

The Devil’s fury against believers is detailed in verses 13 to 17 of the this chapter, which we’re 
going to look at next Sunday, God willing.  But the result is that between the first and the second 
coming of Christ, great tribulation will occur on earth because of Satan’s hostility against the 
believers.  And we saw that when we looked at the four horsemen, right?  The white horse of 
conquest, the red horse of war, the black horse of famine, and the pale horse of death—these four 
horsemen of Satan ride in this age, and they cause immense pain and havoc.   

The world wars we have experienced, the famines, the earthquakes, the tidal waves, the chaos in 
the nations—all of this is the wrath of Satan being expressed because he’s been cast down to the 
earth, and because he has a short time here.  All believers in this age will go through great 
tribulation on this earth which is created by Satan in his efforts to harm them.  You remember 
back in Revelation chapter 7, when John had the vision of all the saints standing before the 
throne?  These saints represented the entire community of all of God’s elect, all of the saved 
people of all of the ages.  And it says, Where did these people come from?  And he said, “These 
are they which came out of great tribulation.”   

And what’s that great tribulation?  It’s the period between the first and the second coming of 
Christ, when Satan has been cast to the earth and now he is creating havoc.  And you read about 
ISIS and you read about all the Islamic nations and their persecution of Christians; you read 
about the horrible things done in North Korea; you read about the persecutions in China; now 
there’s been a new anticonversion law passed in Russia.  In our own nation, people are being 
persecuted and fined hundreds of thousands of dollars, just because they don’t want to participate 
in a sodomite counterfeit marriage.   

This is Satan’s wrath being brought to bear against the saints.  And though he may touch our 
bodies, he cannot touch our souls.  The same Christ who defeated Satan on the cross will in due 
time defeat Satan on this earth as well.  Michael still stands for us, and he still fights for us, and 
all the power that defeated the Devil initially, is still available to defeat him continuously.  The 
same power that cast him out of heaven, is the same power that’s working to protect us from him 
now.  And though God gives Satan a little time and space in our lives like He did in Job’s life, 
was Job destroyed by that?  Job was blessed by that.   

Every one of you would want to be Job, if you could.  Well, you’re getting your chance now.  
What’s happening to you is Satan’s war with Christ being played out on the stage of our nation 
and our lives, and we need to be like Job and say, You know, the Lord gives and the Lord takes 
away.  Blessed be the name of the Lord, because when I get to heaven, I’ll have the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, which will more than compensate me for any loss that I experienced in this 
world at the hands of the Evil One and his servants.   
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We have all of the resources available to us that hurled the enemy down to the earth in the first 
place, and that same power is still working in our lives—still working to protect us, still working 
to defeat the Devil.  So understand this—in the time period we’re living in between the first and 
the second coming, Satan is condemned, Satan is defeated, Satan is on his way to destruction, 
he’s fighting a losing battle, he is in retreat, the kingdom of God is advancing, and we are 
triumphant.  And we may be triumphant as martyrs, but we will be triumphant, and in that lies 
our confidence.  And that’s the good news of the book of Revelation.  Christ wins and His people 
win, and Satan loses and his people lose.  Therefore, don’t fear their face. 

You know, when I look at those who persecute Christians, I feel sorry for them.  They’re on the 
losing side.  They win their court cases and they think they’ve won.  Ha!  What about the court 
case—the last one on the day of judgment?  That’s the only case that matters as to whether you 
win or lose.  So we need to look past the physical events that are happening in front of us, and 
recognize that behind that, there’s spiritual warfare going on and that we are winning, Christ is 
winning, and the end, Satan and his people will be destroyed.   

So don’t lose heart.  Don’t be discouraged.  When you see the awful things that are happening in 
our nation, don’t think, Oh, no!  Think rather, this is part of the war, and we’re going to win, so 
let’s fight on in the confidence the victory has already been accomplished.  It’s just being 
implemented now by Christ and His people. 

Do you suppose when Michael went to war with the dragon, he had any confidence of the 
outcome?  He knew for certain he was going to win.  But did he have to fight?  It says in verse 7, 
“Michael and his angels fought”—they didn’t just let go and let God, did they?  They got in there 
and fought tooth and nail, and that’s what we have to do.  And we’ll get bloody in the process, 
but the outcome is certain.   

So brethren, fight the good fight of faith.  Stand for Christ, speak for Christ, go forth in boldness 
and confidence in Christ, knowing for certain that you are going to win, Christ is going to win, 
and in the end, all those who opposed Him will be crushed by the Stone.  Shall we pray together. 

Our Father, we are so grateful for this wonderful, encouraging book that details to us the spiritual 
warfare that is taking place in this world, in our age.  These are not things for some future time; 
these are things we’re going through right now.  And Lord, we pray that you would help us to 
understand and rightly apply them so that we might be encouraged and equipped to fight the war 
with spiritual weapons and from a framework of victory, and from a perspective of confidence.  
Father, be pleased to cause us all to bow to the Lord Jesus, to be in His kingdom, having faith in 
His blood for the forgiveness of our sins, and thereby be under His protection and be brought 
into His kingdom in that great day.  We ask it in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
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