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GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS 
Judges 7:1-25

I have been thinking over the past few days about the attempts
of worldly-wise people to explain the origins of the universe. It takes
a lot of faith to believe that somewhere, incomprehensibly eons of
time ago, something blew up and here we are. What blew up? Where
did the matter that exploded come from? No matter how the various
theories of origin are presented, there are still unanswered questions.
And over the past century and a half, thousands of researches and
supposed scientists have disagreed with the supposed evidence that
proves natural origins. 

For the most part the theories, that conclude that there was no
Creator God who spoke the universe and all we see and experience
into existence, rest on dating methods such as Carbon 14 or
Potassium 40. This method relies on the fact that carbon has a half-
life of 5,730 years and Potassium 40 supposedly has a half-life 1.25
billion years. These conclusions are fundamental in the scientific
community and, therefore, according to the scientific community,
offer undebatable proof of the extreme age of the universe.

However, what if there really is a God and what if He really did
create all things? And what if He created all things only about 10,000
years ago. “Impossible,” the brilliant minds say. How can you explain
the fact that we see light from stars that are verifiably millions of
light-years away if the universe is only 10,000 years old? Well, what
if God created the universe with age? It seems clear in the creation
story found in the first couple of chapters of Genesis, that God
created full grown plants, full grown creatures, and a fully mature
man. God didn’t create Adam as an embryo. Therefore, it only stands
to reason that God created the whole universe with age. That being
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true, the light from stars millions of light-years away was visible on
earth the moment God spoke the starry hosts into existence.

This conflict with scientific conclusions reminds us that God’s
ways and thoughts are higher than man’s ways and thoughts like the
heavens are higher than the earth. That reality is never clearer than in
God’s plan for salvation from sin. Human wisdom never would have
come up with a plan to save individuals from the eternal penalty of
sin by God offering the sacrifice of Himself for the payment. That
there is sin, that there is slavery to sin and its penalty, and that there
is deliverance from sin is a miracle of God’s wisdom. 

Throughout the Old Testament, and especially in Judges, God
has given us picture after picture of how He delivers from the enemy
through the most astonishing methods—methods humans would
never be able to replicate and methods that cut across the grain of
human wisdom. Gideon’s thorough defeat of the massive Midianite
army is just such a picture. What God did in that impossible situation
is very much like what God does for us in our daily battle with sin
and in our eternal battle with sin. God is the great deliverer. And He
delivers in ways human wisdom cannot even imagine.

Gracious God Reveals His Will (vv.9-15).

Consider how God revealed His will to Gideon in this story.
Only God could arrange such odd events. God sent His servant to see
a massive enemy (vv.9-12). That same night the LORD said to him,
“Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hand.
But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah
your servant. And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your
hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.” Then he
went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of the armed men
who were in the camp (vv.8-11). 

As Gideon and his servant approached the camp, they had to
think the challenge looked impossible. The entire army of Israel could
not defeat such an immense enemy. And the Midianites and the
Amalekites and all the people of the East lay along the valley like
locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the
sand that is on the seashore in abundance (v.12). Even the 32,000
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soldiers who showed up originally would be pulverized by this army.
Three hundred men did not stand a chance at all.

In light of what Gideon saw, God’s words “If you are afraid”
(v.10) took on significant meaning. Of course Gideon was afraid.
What encouragement could one servant offer as they viewed the
massive army? Yes, but God had already promised! He had promised
to give the enemy, no matter how large, into the hand of Gideon’s
army, no matter how small (v.9). More practically, God sent Gideon
to hear a conversation that would be very encouraging (v.10) 

Through a this strange conversation at just the right time, God
provided strength (vv.13-15). Gideon and his servant came to the
edge of the Midianite camp just in time to overhear an important
conversation. When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream
to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and
behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and
came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down,
so that the tent lay flat.” And his comrade answered, “This is no
other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel;
God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp” (vv.13-14). 

This part of the story generates some questions. Why did the
man have this particular dream? Why did he tell the story to his friend
at that precise moment? Why did his friend arrive at this particular
interpretation? The answer to all those questions is the same. God
who gives the promise also brings the promise to pass. Unusual,
abnormal, stupendous events or the timing of those events is no big
deal for God who controls all things for His glory.

Having witnessed God’s provision of encouragement through
the conversation, Gideon was strengthened. As soon as Gideon heard
the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he
returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has
given the host of Midian into your hand” (v.15). The captain of the
army was ready to go and challenged the army to trust him. But why
should the meager army trust Gideon? They could trust Gideon
because Gideon trusted God. But, to arise and go to battle against the
innumerable foe? Yes. Trust Gideon to go against the innumerable
enemy with 300 ill-equipped farmers? Yes. What would possess
anyone to make such a commitment? God gave a promise and God
affirmed the promise through unique circumstances.
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Do we trust God’s promises to that extent? What are we willing
to do in light of the promises God has already given us? God has
given us so many more promises than He gave Gideon. It seems like
we ought to be able to respond in faith like Gideon did. Depending on
your interpretation or depending on whose calculation you trust, there
are somewhere between 3,000 and 5,467 promises in the Bible. The
larger number probably includes promises between individuals. The
smaller number (3,000) includes only divine promises (from God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).

Very briefly some of those promises are: For the LORD God is
a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and honor. No good thing
does he withhold from those who walk uprightly (Psalm 84:11). He
who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things (Romans 8:32)? Draw
near to God, and he will draw near to you (James 4:8a). He has said,
“I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). His divine
power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire (2 Peter 1:3-4).

Most of us are familiar with those promises and many more.
They are not empty promises. We can move in obedience to God
because His promises are sure. God says “Yes” to all His promises
through Jesus Christ. For all the promises of God find their Yes in
him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for
his glory (2 Corinthians 1:20). 

This means that every promise God gave to Old Testament
Israel is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Those promises to Israel include an
eternal kingdom, the forgiveness of sins through sacrifice, the
completion of every picture in the ceremonial law, and the fulfillment
of every aspect of the law. The strange prophet Balaam proclaimed
God’s character to keep all the promises He made to His people Israel
much to the displeasure of King Balak. “God is not man, that he
should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he
said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill
it?” (Numbers 23:19).
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Even more encouraging to us modern saints of God is that every
promise He gives in the New Testament  is fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
We can be sure of His promise of forgiveness of sins through faith in
His finished work, of eternal life in the presence of God, of the
indwelling, leading, teaching of the Holy Spirit. We can be absolutely
certain of God’s promise that the righteousness of Christ is put on our
account. We can count on His promises of peace, joy, confidence, and
assurance in prayer.  

God’s promises are sure. God expects us to act according to His
promise. If we really believe God’s promises, it will impact the way
we think. What do we do with the challenge: Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful (Hebrews 10:23)? The confession of our hope is the essence
of faith depending wholly on the truth of God’s Word. In particular,
the context of this statement speaks of our complete faith in the work
of Christ winning our salvation, our deliverance from sin through His
sacrifice. To hold fast is not a literal, physical holding. To hold fast
is to grasp the promise of God tightly with all our heart (mind, will,
emotions) and not let go. To hold fast is as though when everything
else in life is gone, we are still found to be grasping God’s promise
of eternal life through Christ.

If we really believe God’s promises, it will impact the way we
act. James argued, For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so
also faith apart from works is dead (James 2:26). By faith, we are set
free from the slavery of sin. By faith, we are clothed in the
righteousness of Christ and His righteousness is put on our account.
By faith we are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Then what kind of works
would a person like that do? We do not attempt righteous works in
order to gain all those privileges. But because those privileges shape
our lives, we will have works that illustrate, manifest the very
righteousness of Christ. Righteous works are to be expected as a
result of our new nature. 

Obedience to God is not legalism – it is the expected response
of faith in God’s promises. We do well to remember that Gideon’s
response to God’s promise was, “Arise, for the LORD has given the
host of Midian into your hand” (v.15). God’s promise was sufficient
motivation for him to step out in obedience. 
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Gracious God Gives Victory (vv.16-21).

The second part of this text tells the story of how God kept His
promise. Because he was stepping out in obedience to God, what
Gideon did appeared to be foolish to say the least (vv.16-21a). He
devised a strange plan that required trumpets, jars, and torches, but no
weapons. We read, And he divided the 300 men into three companies
and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with
torches inside the jars (v.16). No doubt the handful of soldiers were
dubious, so Gideon showed them how to make it work. And he said
to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts
of the camp, do as I do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are
with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the camp
and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon’” (vv.17-18). 

Human wisdom concludes that this was an absurd idea. No war
college would ever teach this method of attack. Common sense
concludes that these 300 odd ducks were about to be slaughtered.

The plan might have been very weird by our assessment, but
Gideon pressed on and He carried out the strange plan. It was wise by
human standards for his little band of torch-bearers to attack at night.
So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the
outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they
had just set the watch (v.19a). But at the same time, it would seem
silly to smash the jars, hold up their torches, and blow the trumpets
as we read in the last part of verse nineteen. And they blew the
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. Then the
three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in
their left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to
blow (vv.19b-20a). 

The shout might have had some psychological effect on the
enemy. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!”
(v.20b). We can assume that the guys in camp who were talking about
the dream were already psyched out about Gideon. Did that attitude
permeate the entire army? To hear his name shouted might have sent
them into a panic. And “Gods and armies” were a well known and
much feared combination in those ancient days.

But even if Gideon was able to shock the enemy by the element
of surprise, notice what his army did after they broke the pitchers,
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waved the torches, blew the trumpets, and shouted about Gideon and
the LORD. Every man stood in his place around the camp (v.21a).
That doesn’t make much sense. Human wisdom would dictate,
“Charge!” With what? At this point all the 300 men had were dying
torches and ram’s horns. How much damage could they do with those
things? They didn’t need to do any damage, and standing still was the
best thing they could do at this point.

God confounded the mighty (vv.21b-25). God scattered the
enemy. And all the army ran. They cried out and fled (v.21b). When
they blew the 300 trumpets (v.22a). The brave warriors who made up
the massive army ran in terror. Did they run because the 300 trumpets
scared them? Did they run because they concluded that 300 trumpets
and 300 torches must have meant an army larger than their own? No.
They ran because God made them run. The enemy ran because, the
LORD set every man’s sword against his comrade and against all the
army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far
as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath (v.22b). He who is
sovereign over the universe can make people think weird things and
come to frightening conclusions when there really is no reason to
fear. 

At this point, many other men of Israel joined the rout. And the
men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from
all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian. Gideon sent
messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying,
“Come down against the Midianites and capture the waters against
them, as far as Beth-barah, and also the Jordan.” So all the men of
Ephraim were called out, and they captured the waters as far as
Beth-barah, and also the Jordan (vv.23-24). 

God had used trusting, obedient Gideon to subdue the enemy.
And they captured the two princes of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb. They
killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress
of Zeeb. Then they pursued Midian, and they brought the heads of
Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon across the Jordan (v.25).

Does that God still exist? Does He continue to fulfill His
promises to His people today? Can you and I count on Him? We most
certainly can. Our relationship to God’s promises begins at salvation.
God’s plan for salvation appears to be quite foolish to human
wisdom.
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Read what Paul taught to the Corinthian Christians.  

For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written, “I
will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.”  Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world
did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly
of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs
and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of
God is stronger than men. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25)

The plan of God sounds foolish because God Himself has
provided the payment for sin’s penalty through the death, burial, and
resurrection of God the Son. There is nothing that any person can
possibly add to this payment. The message, the promises from God
are simple and plain. The Philippian jailer asked, “Sirs, what must I
do to be saved?” And they [Paul and Silas] said, “Believe in the Lord
Jesus, and you will be saved” (Acts 16:30-31). The good news to all
sinners is, If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the
mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone
who believes in him will not be put to shame” (Romans 10:9-11).
Deliverance from eternal punishment is as simple as trusting
completely the words, the promise, God gave us.

But the response is very often met with skepticism or worse, as
Paul warned us it would be. In response to the good news about
salvation, human wisdom concludes that God’s plan for being saved
from the ravages and eternal penalty for sin is utter foolishness. For
the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing (1 Cor.
1:18). To worldly-wise men who seek after wisdom, this is a
ridiculous proposal. It is as foolish as attacking thousands of enemies
with torches, jars, and trumpets. Therefore, sinners mock it and reject
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it. They conclude there is no God, no Satan, no sin, no hell, and no
heaven. In all their wisdom, they press down the truth of God that
testifies in their hearts and conclude that we humans are simply
creatures like dogs, cats, and cockroaches that simply die and that’s
the end.

A similar response comes from religionists who reject God’s
plan but are willing to admit that eternity is in their soul. They accept
the truth that we sin and that God is not happy about it. But rather
than accept God’s plan for deliverance, they rob God of glory by
devising their own plan of winning salvation through good works.
And then they go about to convince sinners they too can be saved
through their own efforts. And of such error is the magnitude of
religion in world history.

Or even more deadly are professing Christians who give slight
ascent to God’s miraculous plan of deliverance from sin. They claim
to believe God’s truth. But then they wear themselves out compiling
irrefutable arguments through which they are quite sure the sinner
will have to concede and be saved. Sometimes the sinners they are
trying to convince don’t buy the human arguments. Sometimes the
sinners do feel pressured to believe the human arguments and led to
make religious decisions that are only rational, mental decisions.
These people then go about living a quasi-Christian life that is no
different from the lives of unsaved sinners. And that error describes
the bulk of traditional, southern, Bible-belt Christianity. 

Salvation, deliverance from sin, is of the Lord—ONLY. If we
really trust God’s Word, we are satisfied to present it alone as the
means for salvation and then wait for God to use His Word to draw
sinners to Himself. Sinners who have experienced God’s miracle of
deliverance rejoice in His work. 

God not only delivers according to His promises in salvation,
but God also gives victory for Christians over sin through odd means.
James argued like this:  But he gives more grace. Therefore it says,
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.  Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Be
wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to
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mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will exalt you (James 4:6-10).

According to this text, Christians do not gain victory over sin
through their own efforts. We must first come to grips with the reality
that sin is more powerful than we are and, therefore, will enslave us.
That is what humbling yourself is like (v.6,10). That is seeing
ourselves as wretched and mourning (v.9). Second, we must cry out
to God for help. That is the practice of submitting to God (v.7). Third
we must seek Him through His word and prayer which is how we
draw near to God (v.8). We draw near to God through dependance on
Him. In response to these exercises the world calls foolish, God
delivers us from the power of the enemy sin. It is His miracle to His
glory.

God instructed Gideon to do things that human wisdom
concludes were utter foolishness. Gideon trusted God’s promise of
deliverance. Gideon obeyed regardless of how foolish it seemed. God
miraculously delivered. God’s instruction to us is deemed foolish by
worldly-wise people. But trusting God and obeying Him brings His
promised deliverance. Being delivered truly seems like a miracle.
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