
“Unity on Display” 

Philippians 2:1-2 

(Preached at Trinity, October 2, 2016) 

 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. As I pointed out last time, Paul is writing to the Philippians in the context of suffering. 

They were daily facing opposition to their faith. But they had other issues that were just 

as threatening to the wellbeing of their church. Their unity was always being threatened.  

2. All of us struggle with pride, selfishness, and self-importance. We struggle with envy and 

rivalry. We struggle with the issue of giving up our rights and humbling ourselves before 

one another. 

3. It would appear that the Church of Philippi was struggling with the issue of unity. It is a 

struggle for every church. The exhortation of Verses 1-5 loses its relevance if they were 

already practicing selfless unity.  

4. Paul introduces Verse 2 by first setting forth the foundation for Christian unity in Verse 1.  

In Verse 1 introduces Verse 2 with four conditional statements using the phrase  

 Εἴ τις – “if there is any.” It presumes the answer, “then” set up in Verse 2. 

Paul’s use of the word “if” however, in no way expresses any doubt in the statement. Paul 

is assuming that these things are true and present in the lives of the Philippians. I referred 

to the four statements in Verse 1 as “The Pillars of Christian Unity.”  

I. Encouragement in Christ 

 II. Consolation of Love 

 III. The Fellowship of the Spirit 

 IV. Affection and Compassion   

5. These four elements set up the blessings of unity in Verse 2. 

All of these in one way or another are a reflection of love. Unity can only occur in an 

atmosphere of love. Having established the foundation for unity Paul moves to Verse 2 

"make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, 
united in spirit, intent on one purpose."  

6. In Chapter 1 Paul expressed his heartfelt joy because the Philippians were in fellowship 

with him in the Gospel. Paul had a passion for the Gospel, and so did they. Now he 

exhorts the Philippians: “make my joy complete.” 
In Verses 2-4 Paul expresses that his joy will be full if they will demonstrate the grace of 

the Gospel through the humility of selfless love.  

What a wonderful pastoral heart Paul had. His greatest desire was to see other believers 

growing in their knowledge of Christ, of their fellowship in the work of the Gospel, and 

in their maturing in love and unity with one another.  

This is the only imperative in these four verses – “Make my joy full!” 

7. This can only come about through the unity that comes from our union with Christ.  

In Verse 2 Paul describes the blessings of this unity.  
I title this sermon, “Unity on Display.” What does unity look like among God’s people? 
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I. We will be of the same mind 

II. We will maintain the same love 

III. We will be share a kindred spirit 

IV. We will be driven by one purpose 

 

I. We will be of the same mind 

 A. What does it mean that we have the same mind? 

1. It doesn’t mean we think exactly the same. It doesn’t mean we cease to 

have our own ideas, our own opinions, our own preferences. 

2. The word here is frone,w – here it carries the idea of an “attitude” or 

“mindset.” Paul uses the word 11 times in Philippians. He uses it at the 

end of this verse – “intent on one purpose.” Literally, of the same mind 

or attitude. 

3. There are certain attitudes that are consistent with being a part of the body 

of Christ. These are attitudes that unite us. There is great diversity among 

God’s people but some attitudes are universal.  

4. It is possible for us to stray from these attitudes and thus stray from our 

unity. This is why we are continually exhorted in Scripture to maintain the 

same attitudes; to maintain our unity. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 NAU - "Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, 
implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which 
you have been called,  2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  3 being 
diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace."  

 B. What are some of these same attitudes was share? 

1. We maintain the same focus in life. It is a heavenly attitude. We maintain 

an eternal perspective. The Christian lives above this world. He has risen 

above this world. He is no longer worldly minded.  
Colossians 3:1-2 NAU - "Therefore if you have been raised up 
with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.  2 Set your mind (frone,w) on the things 

above, not on the things that are on earth."  
Romans 8:5 NAU - "For those who are according to the flesh set 
their minds (frone,w) on the things of the flesh, but those who are 

according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit."  
2. We maintain an attitude of holiness. We are striving to be more and more 

like Jesus. We all share this desire. It is our chief pursuit. 

Titus 2:11-14 NAU - "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing 
salvation to all men,  12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 
desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,  
13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Savior, Christ Jesus,  14 who gave Himself for us to 
redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people 
for His own possession, zealous for good deeds."  
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3. We maintain an attitude of perseverance. We see our life as a journey and 

we want to end well. We are all on this journey. Paul describe his life. 

2 Timothy 4:7-8 NAU - "I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the course, I have kept the faith;  8 in the future there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to 
all who have loved His appearing."  

 Notice Paul understood his unity with those who shared this pursuit. 

4. We strive to maintain an attitude of humility. This is Paul’s point in this 

passage. He also spoke of this attitude in Romans 12 

Romans 12:3 NAU - "For through the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he 
ought to think (frone,w)"  

  5. We all share an attitude of love – this is the next point. 

 

II. We will maintain the same love - "maintaining the same love"  
 A. Love is the chief distinguishing mark of Christianity.  

  1. We are not justified by love, but love is the fruit of true saving faith. 

   a. By nature we hate one another 

Titus 3:3 NAU - "For we also once were foolish ourselves, 
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and 
pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, 
hating one another."  

b. When God saves us we are united with Christ and with one 

another. Christ loves us and enables us to love Him and others who 

are united with Him. 

John 13:35 NAU - "By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another."  
1 John 5:1 NAS - "Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God; and whoever loves the Father loves the child 
born of Him."  

2. Paul knew the Philippians were filled with love because they were 

Christians.  

 a. He makes this assumption in Verse 1 

"if there is any consolation of love"  
 b. In Chapter 1 he prayed that this love might grow.  

Philippians 1:9 NAU - "And this I pray, that your love may 
abound still more and more"  

3. Now in Verse 2 Paul describes love as being at the heart of their unity 

   "maintaining the same love"  
B. Love enables us to deny ourselves for the wellbeing of our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. 

  1. This was Paul’s continual teaching 

   a. This is his argument in this passage 

Philippians 2:3 NAU - "Do nothing from selfishness or 
empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another 
as more important than yourselves"  
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   b. Paul wrote the same thing in Romans 

Romans 12:10 NAU - "Be devoted to one another in 
brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;   

2. Without love Christianity becomes just another religion—empty and 

without substance 

   a. Outward religion without love is nothing 

b. Every religious act becomes worthless without love. You could 

give away all of your possessions for the care of the poor. You 

could offer yourself as a martyr. Without love it is nothing.  

1 Corinthians 13:3 NAU - "And if I give all my possessions 
to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned, 
but do not have love, it profits me nothing."  

  3. Love is gracious when we are offended by our brother 

   a. The brethren are full of imperfections in this life.   

   Sin still plagues all of us – all of us are in a great battle 

b. The beauty of grace is that God sees beyond our imperfections.  He 

gazes beyond them looking upon the righteousness of Christ 

c. Love gives us a mind bear with each other in compassion, 

patience, and forgiveness. This is at the heart of unity. 

 

III. We will be share a kindred spirit - "united in spirit"  
 A. This is not speaking of the Holy Spirit  

1. In Verse 1 Paul speaks of our fellowship in the Holy Spirit. This is 

foundational to our unity. 

2. But here in Verse 2 Paul uses an entirely different word – su,myucoj 
3. Paul is simply speaking of spirit in the sense of an underlying principle. 

Paul is speaking about Christian harmony. It is translated in various ways. 

   Philippians 2:2 CSBO - "sharing the same feelings"  
Philippians 2:2 ESV - "being in full accord"  

 B. Unity in Christ transcends all diversity 

  1. Christians come from every class of humanity 

a. From every race, kindred, tribe – every tongue. The Gospel has 

traveled across the face of the earth 

b. Christianity has entered every culture. It is hard to imagine 

practices different from our own Western culture. Dress is 

different, food is different, cultural practices are different.  

c. There are male and female, rich and poor, rulers and subjects, 

prisoners and free 

  2. In all of this diversity there is a kindred spirit that unites us together 

   a. Paul spoke of this regarding Timothy in Verse 20 

Philippians 2:20 NAU - "For I have no one else of kindred 
spirit who will genuinely be concerned for your welfare."  
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IV. We will be driven by one directive 

 A. Paul uses the same word that he used at the beginning of the verse - frone,w 
  1. At the beginning Paul writes:   

"make my joy complete by being of the same mind"  
  2. Now Paul tightens his statement not reflected well in the NASB 

   Literally, Paul now says, “of one mind.”  
3. The implication is there is a single attitude, a single mind essential for 

Christian unity. It is the attitude of a humble, sacrificial, denial of self.  

 B. This is the essence of Christianity 

  1. First, we humble ourselves before Christ. 

Luke 9:23-24 NAU - "f anyone wishes to come after Me, he must 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  24 "For 
whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for My sake, he is the one who will save it."  

   2. Second, we humble ourselves before one another. 

Philippians 2:3 NAU - "with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves"  

  3. To confirm this Paul solidifies it in Verse 5 using the same word: 

Philippians 2:5 NAU - "Have this attitude in yourselves which was 
also in Christ Jesus"  

   KJV – “let this mind be in you . . .” 
 

 

Conclusion: 
1. Christian unity is driven by love. Love is displayed as we sacrificially give ourselves for 

the benefit of others. Division occurs when we begin to selfishly look to our own needs 

before the needs of others. Apparently, this was the cause of division between Euodia and 

Syntyche in Chapter 4. And the solution: 
Philippians 4:2 NAU - "I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in 
the Lord."  

 And what word does Paul use? frone,w 
Literally he tells these two dear ladies, “Be of the same mind” “Have the same 
attitude.” 

2. May God grant us such a mind. It is the mind of Christ. And it is most glorifying to Him. 

It’s the mind where we cease holding firmly to our rights. It’s the mind where we are 

willing to give up our rights for the benefit of others.  

 

 

 


