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I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

 

1. Tonight we begin the Book of Jonah, one of the minor prophets. As I’ve pointed out 

many times, the terms “minor prophets” and “major prophets” are merely used to 

distinguish the prophets according to the length of their particular book of the Bible. Thus 

Hosea would be a minor prophet in contrast to Isaiah who would be a major prophet. The 

minor prophets were no less important than the major prophets.  

Major Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel 

Minor Prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 

Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

2. The Book of Jonah is indeed brief. It contains only four chapters—a total of 48 verses. It 

moves quickly from beginning to end. Elements of it are very familiar to us. Who hasn’t 

learned the story of Jonah in the belly of the whale? Our children learn the story from an 

early age. But although the story is simple enough for a child to understand, it is complex 

enough to keep the most diligent Bible student pondering its meaning and mining the 

depths of its truths.  

3. What about the literary genre of Jonah. Many have tried to argue that it is fictional, 

allegory or parable—that Jonah is just a legend. Our Lord had no problem speaking of 

Jonah as historical. The genre of the Book of Jonah is prophetic narrative. It is historic in 

scope but is told in such a manner as to teach the reader key lessons 

4. The Book of Jonah is wonderfully Christ centered. Jesus used it as an illustration to refer 

to Himself:  

Matthew 12:39-41 NAS - "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; 
and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet;  40 for just 
as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so 
shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  41 
"The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and 
shall condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, 
something greater than Jonah is here."  

 This stands as evidence for the historicity of Jonah as an actual person and actual event 

rather than an allegory or parable. Jonah stands as the main character of the Book. There 

is no Biblical indicator for the authorship of the Book.  

5. One of the beautiful themes of the Book of Jonah is that Christ, the one greater than 

Jonah, brings salvation to those both inside and outside of Israel who repent and call upon 

His name. It shines a light upon both the justice of God in judgment as well as the 

richness of His mercy upon sinners.  
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6. We believe in the grammatico/historical method of Biblical interpretation. This simply 

means we are concerned about both the grammar and syntax of a passage as well as the 

author’s historical context. We are concerned about the meaning intended by the original 

author. And how did the original audience read it? 

A. We also believe in progressive revelation, so we must read it through NT 

spectacles. This is why we will find the rich Christological content in the Book. 

B. If we are to understand the intent of the original author it means it will be helpful 

to us if we can determine the approximate date the Book of Jonah was written. It 

will help us understand the many elements as we go through the Book.  

C. The best estimate for the date of Jonah is the eighth century BC. We are given 

some help here since we have a reference to Jonah in 2 Kings 

2 Kings 14:23-25 NAS - "In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash 
king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king in 
Samaria, and reigned forty-one years.  24 And he did evil in the sight of the 
LORD; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, 
which he made Israel sin.  25 He restored the border of Israel from the 
entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, according to the 
word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which He spoke through His servant 
Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet, who was of Gath-hepher."  

 a. Jeroboam the son of Joash reigned from 786 to 746 BC 

b. Of course this doesn’t prove that Jonah was a contemporary of Jeroboam 

or that Jonah was the author of the book.  

c. It is not possible to ascertain an exact date and author but we can assume 

the original audience knew who Jonah was.  

7. If the Book was written during the 8th century then Assyria either was or was about to be 

a direct threat to Israel. Remember, it was at the hand of Assyria that the 10 tribe 

Northern Kingdom was invaded and forever scattered in 722. 

8. Nineveh was located about 600 miles northeast of Israel in what is now northern Iraq. 

Verse 2 calls it “Nineveh the great city.” We read in Chapter 3:3 - "Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly great city, a three days' walk."  
It was one of the greatest cities in the ancient world, large by ancient standards and had 

existed for over 1000 years. Nineveh was also great in wealth. 
NAU Nahum 2:9 – “. . .there is no limit to the treasure-- Wealth from every kind of 
desirable object.”  

9. One of the first questions that we might ask ourselves is why Jonah, a prophet of the God 

of Israel is being called to go to a Gentile nation?  

Jonah 1:2 NAU - "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for their 
wickedness has come up before Me."  
A. Some have answered this by pointing to God’s universal mercy and compassion 

upon the nations. And in fact, this is the chief theme of Jonah. God is 

compassionate to Jonah, the sailors, and the city of Nineveh. Jonah teaches us that 

God has compassion upon all men and we are called to reflect that compassion. 
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B. But this doesn’t fully answer the question in our context here. A better answer can 

be found in my title for this evening’s sermon – “God, the Judge of the Nations.” 

 The context is the “wickedness” of the Ninevites. Jonah is being sent to demand 

their repentance. All the nations of the earth are under God’s dominion and all 

will be called to give account.   

God’s sovereign dominion over His creation is maintained throughout the Book 

of Jonah—seen in God appointing the great fish, the plant, the worm, and the east 

wind.  

 

I. God has dominion over all creation – We’ll see this often in Jonah 

A. He formed all things according to His good pleasure 

1. There was a time when there was only God and all of creation existed only 

in His infinite mind 

2. God created according to His divine good pleasure 

  a. Why did God make the earth 2/3 water? 

  b. Why is so much of the land uninhabitable? 

  c. Why is one country fertile and rich in resources while another is 

  almost barren? 

Psalms 135:6 NAU - " Whatever the LORD pleases, He 
does, In heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps."  
Psalms 115:3 NAU - "But our God is in the heavens; He 
does whatever He pleases."  
Revelation 4:11 NAU - "Worthy are You, our Lord and our 
God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created 
all things, and because of Your will they existed, and were 
created."  

B. Not only did God form all things, He is sovereign in administration over all the 

inhabitants of the earth. 

Daniel 4:35 NAU - "All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as 
nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And 
among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say 
to Him, 'What have You done?"  
1. The Assyrians and the city of Nineveh were under God’s sovereign 

dominion 

2. Isaiah writes how God would later use Assyria as His rod in judgment 

against Israel 

Isaiah 10:5-6 NAU - "Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger And the 
staff in whose hands is My indignation,  6 I send it against a godless 
nation And commission it against the people of My fury To capture 
booty and to seize plunder, And to trample them down like mud in 
the streets."  
a. They were used to seize, plunder, to tear down homes, to strip the 

people  of their wealth.   

b. It was God who equipped the Assyrians to carry out this task – 

although their power appeared great they were only instruments of 

the wrath of God 
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3. After God used Assyria to bring judgment upon Israel He then judged 

Assyria for their wickedness and haughtiness.  

Isaiah 10:12 NAU - "So it will be that when the Lord has completed 
all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will say, "I will 
punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the 
pomp of his haughtiness."  

4. Kings and kingdoms are used of God for His own glory. We’ve seen this 

with Pharaoh in Egypt.  

Exodus 9:16 NAU - "But, indeed, for this reason I have allowed 
you to remain, in order to show you My power and in order to 
proclaim My name through all the earth."  
 

II. God demands obedience from all nations 

 A. Nineveh’s disobedience is called wickedness 

Jonah 1:2 NAU - "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it, for 
their wickedness has come up before Me."  
1. The Law was not given for Israel alone. All nations are judged by God’s 

Law. The Ten Commandments are for all nations, for all men. When God 

says, “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy” He isn’t talking only to 

Israel. All the inhabitants of the earth are under God’s Law. 

2. God gave Canaan into the hands of Israel but judged the inhabitants for 

their iniquity. God described this to Abraham 

Genesis 15:13-16 NAU - "God said to Abram, "Know for certain 
that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, 
where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.  14 
"But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward 
they will come out with many possessions.  15 "As for you, you shall 
go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.  16 
"Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity 
of the Amorite is not yet complete."  

3. Jonah teaches us that God observes. He sees 

   Jonah 1:2 NAU - "for their wickedness has come up before Me."  
a. The great sin of the wicked is the presumption that God does not 

see—that they will not be called to give account. 

Psalms 94:1-9 NAU - "O LORD, God of vengeance, God 
of vengeance, shine forth!  2 Rise up, O Judge of the 
earth, Render recompense to the proud.  3 How long shall 
the wicked, O LORD, How long shall the wicked exult?  4 
They pour forth words, they speak arrogantly; All who do 
wickedness vaunt themselves.  5 They crush Your people, 
O LORD, And afflict Your heritage.  6 They slay the widow 
and the stranger And murder the orphans.  7 They have 
said, "The LORD does not see, Nor does the God of Jacob 
pay heed."  8 Pay heed, you senseless among the people; 
And when will you understand, stupid ones?  9 He who 
planted the ear, does He not hear? He who formed the 
eye, does He not see?"  
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b. Jonah teaches us that God indeed does see and that He calls all to 

repent. 

B. But the God who sees and calls all to repent is gracious in giving men opportunity 

to repent.  

1. God could have justly crushed Nineveh at the first sign of wickedness. 

Yet, He sends Jonah to call them to repent. What graciousness! 

2. We can also see this with the Canaanites. He didn’t send them a prophet 

but He gave them time. 

 “for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete." 
   In other words, the Amorites were storing up wrath unto the day of wrath. 

3. The same is true of all men. In His great compassion, mercy, and 

forbearance God is granting men time to repent. This time is a great gift 

that most people squander.  

Romans 2:4-6 NAS - "Or do you think lightly of the riches of His 
kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 
kindness of God leads you to repentance?  5 But because of your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God,  6 who will render to every man according to his 
deeds:"  

 C. God’s rich compassion goes forth to all nations 

1. This is God’s eternal purpose. Christ didn’t come for a single nation but 

for people from every kindred, tribe, and tongue 

Revelation 5:9 NAS - "And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy 
art Thou to take the book, and to break its seals; for Thou wast 
slain, and didst purchase for God with Thy blood men from every 
tribe and tongue and people and nation."  

  2. This is the glorious truth of the Gospel – it includes the Gentiles! 

   God’s covenant to Israel did not include the Gentiles 

Ephesians 2:12 NAU - "remember that you were at that time 
separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world."  

   But in the Gospel of Christ we have been grafted in 

  3. God demands universal praise and worship from every nation 

Psalms 117:1 NAS - "Praise the LORD, all nations; Laud Him, all 
peoples!"  

4. God demands repentance from all nations – every single human being 

upon the earth. He is merciful and patient. But judgment will come 
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Conclusion: 
1. The Prophecy of Nahum is the sequel to the Book of Jonah. Nahum was sent to announce 

the fall of Nineveh: 

Nahum 1:1-7 NAS - "The oracle of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum 
the Elkoshite.  2 A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is 
avenging and wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on His adversaries, And He 
reserves wrath for His enemies.  3 The LORD is slow to anger and great in 
power, And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In whirlwind 
and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet.  4 He rebukes 
the sea and makes it dry; He dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither; 
The blossoms of Lebanon wither.  5 Mountains quake because of Him, And the 
hills dissolve; Indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, The world and all 
the inhabitants in it.  6 Who can stand before His indignation? Who can endure 
the burning of His anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, And the rocks are 
broken up by Him.  7 The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble, And 
He knows those who take refuge in Him."  

2. Nineveh fell to a coalition of the Medes and Babylonians in 612 BC 

“The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means 
leave the guilty unpunished.” 

3. God calls upon all men everywhere to repent. This is a great token of His rich 

compassion. To squander His compassion and treat it with contempt will only result in 

His ultimate judgment. 

4. Finally, if God has purposed that the Gospel would include all nations should this not be 

in our heart? Not every Christian is called to be a missionary. But we all have a duty to 

participate – in support, in prayer.  

 

 


