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KJV – Revelation 1:17-20 

 

“The Revelation of Jesus Christ – Lesson-4” 

Introduction: 
 
     Tonight we will begin Lesson-4 and by the Grace of God we will be able to finish Revelation 
chapter number one. We left off in our last lesson in verse number 16 of Revelation chapter one. 

Revelation 1:16 

16 And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

     John has experienced a sight to behold. In the previous text he uses to the best of his finite ability 
human words to express what he saw while looking upon the infinite God. John used what he knew 
to explain what he saw. This book of the Apocalypse, the Revelation is exactly that “a revelation.” 
Something totally new to all and for all the Saints; this was a revelation given to John to be given to 
the entire church, for the church from the head of the church the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     Since it is a new revelation and apocalyptic in nature it is to be expected to be understood as 
such. Much of it is frighteningly clear yet some is a great mystery using types, pictures and symbols 
and so of these are explained while others are not. But it is always important to notice carefully the 
words within the text “like,” “as,” and even “as it were,” these words describe a simile or a metaphor 
that indicate a comparison and not an identification. This chapter closes with these last for verses 
after John saw the Sovereign glorified Christ.  

Revelation 1:17 – Is the response in reverence to worship. 

Revelation 1:18 – Is the LORD Jesus Christ identifying Himself. 

Revelation 1:19 – Is John’s charge or commission to write and it is also a general overview and 
outline for the entire book of the Revelation.  

Revelation 1:20 – Is an explanation of some of the mysteries that John has already saw and will 
continue to see within the next two chapters.  

     John is drawn into the presence of the Almighty Sovereign God and sees what no man has ever 
seen before. Yes people in the Bible saw the risen glorified Christ, but not like this, in fact many 
witnessed him yet all of His glory was not manifested.  
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I Corinthians 15:3-8 

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; 

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 

5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto 
this present, but some are fallen asleep. 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

     Paul was giving the readers here the testimony of eyewitnesses recorded in the New Testament; 
this was added to support the reality of the resurrection. This eyewitness report of the testimony 
included: 1) Peter (Cephas) in Luke 24:34; 2) The 12 (term used to describe the group) in John 
20:19-20; 3) and above 500 brethren at one time. But none of these saw what the Apostle John saw. 

     The Apostle Paul saw the glorified Christ and he saw He more than once. We have the encounter 
in Acts 9:3-8 when Saul was on his way to Damascus. But there is a clearer picture of another 
encounter with the Glorified Christ in the third heaven. 

II Corinthians 12:1-5 

1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out 
of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 

4 How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter. 

5 Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 

     Paul is here my friend speaking of himself, six of his visions are recorded in the book of Acts; in 
Acts 9:12; 16:9-10; 18:9; 22:17-18; 23:11 and 27:23-24. Also within his letters he speaks of some of 
the revelations that he had received such as Galatians 1:12, Galatians 2:2 and Ephesians 3:3. Now 
what Paul speaks of here he says it is unlawful for a man to utter. What did he see, we do not know 
because it was unlawful for any man to utter.  

     But what little John saw, he was commanded to utter because this was not a private revelation 
but meant for the entire church, the complete body of Christ for all ages. This was the revelation of 
the LORD Jesus Christ and blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the word of this prophecy,  
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and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. How would you respond to 
seeing such a sight? How did John respond to this awesome revelation? 

Revelation 1:17 

17 And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, 
Fear not; I am the first and the last: 

     When John saw Him, he fell at His feet as dead; a common response to seeing the awesome glory 
of the LORD. John’s instinctive reaction is to worship. John is in the Spirit yet he is prostrated at the 
feet of Jesus. This was the same Jesus that he had walked with and talked with while He was on 
earth. This was the same Jesus that He had sat in the lap of at the Last Supper, yet now John is 
seeing Him in all His Sovereign Glory and fell as a dead man at His feet. John prostrated himself as 
low as he could get when he was revealed a total picture of His Sovereignty, might, power and 
grace.  

     Friends if you have been made to know who He is by His grace, you then and only then will be 
able to see just how low that you really are. Christ places His right hand upon John and tells Him to 
fear not because I am. When He says “I Am,” folks that means He is everything, He is Sovereign and 
Almighty. Throughout this first chapter John is building a beautiful picture of the LORD’s 
Sovereignty. Let’s look at 12 verses from throughout the Scriptures that reinforce His Sovereignty. 

Deuteronomy 10:14 - Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the LORD's thy God, the earth 
also, with all that therein is. 

I Chronicles 29:11 - Thine, O LORD is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and 
the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and 
thou art exalted as head above all. 

Psalms 93:2 - Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting. 

Lamentations 5:19 - Thou, O LORD, remainest for ever; thy throne from generation to generation. 

Isaiah 43:15 - I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.  

Acts 7:49 - Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the 
Lord: or what is the place of my rest? 

Ephesians 1:11 - In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

Psalms 135:6 - Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all 
deep places. 

John 8:58 - Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

Isaiah 66:1 - Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the 
house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest? 
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Isaiah 40:22 - It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in. 

     My friend this is the Sovereign LORD, Almighty God this is what little John saw and when he was 
made to see this he was as a grasshopper to the Almighty LORD Jesus Christ in all His Sovereign 
Glory. Notice these verses spoke of Him as being the Creator, these verses speak of the earth as his 
footstool and these verses spake of Him that sitteth upon the circle of the earth. Do you see God told 
us 2,720 plus years ago that the earth was round but man did accept it as fact until about 1,200 
years ago.  

Revelation 4:11 - Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast 
created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

     Notice it did not say that He created all things for His glory but for thy pleasure they are and 
were created. Because of His Sovereignty He works all things after the counsel of His own will. 

Revelation 1:18 

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death. 

     His Sovereignty is displayed throughout this wonderful book, but for the believer in Christ His 
solemn promise to us is reinforced in His description. Just like He is telling John, fear not. He is the 
first and the last, He is He that liveth and was dead and behold is alive for evermore, Amen.  

     What a Sovereign Saviour He is because He has the keys of hell and of death. Of course hell is the 
place, death is the condition and by His grace, through Him our Sovereign LORD we have overcome 
both in Him and by Him. He has the keys and He is LORD; He has determined who lives, who dies, 
and when.  

John’s Commission to Write: 

Revelation 1:19-20 

19 Write the things which thou hast seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall be 
hereafter; 

20 The mystery of the seven stars which thou sawest in my right hand, and the seven golden 
candlesticks. The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches: and the seven candlesticks which 
thou sawest are the seven churches. 

     Verse 19 is the simple outline for the entire book.  
 

- The things which you have seen, refers to the vision John has just seen (Chapter 1). 
- The things which are, refers to the letters to the churches (Chapters 2 & 3). 
- The things which shall be hereafter, refers to the revelation of future history (Chapters 4 – 

22). 
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     Verse 20 tells us the mystery of the stars and the seven lamp stands. The lamp stands are the 
seven churches and the stars are the seven angels of these churches and we have already talked 
about the two views concerning this passage.  
 
     One can begin to see how John is developing a beautiful picture of the LORD’s Sovereignty in this 
chapter. He is all powerful, the Almighty God in control of all things. The chapter begins with a 
vision of God, the Son of God, the LORD Jesus Christ.  
 
     The chapter shows how that God is in control of the course of all things according to the counsel 
of His own will. This chapter challenges us to witness, to worship and to wait with all assurance 
because our God is faithful. Nothing can thwart His Sovereign plan, for He is God.  
 
Isaiah 46:10 
 
 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, 
saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure. 
 
     The believer in Christ can rest assured that everything within this book will be fulfilled just as 
God has said it would. Nothing will be altered or changed. Trusting in that, the glorious picture of a 
Sovereign God that John has developed when one reads this book in knowing and believing in Him 
they will be blessed.  
 
     Because John will move on to develop seven beautiful letters to the seven churches dealing with 
the things which are; from Revelation 2:1 through Revelation 3:22. Then he will move into the 
things which shall take place after these things. I realize the King James Version states “the things 
which shall be hereafter.” But the original Greek states the things which shall take place after these 
things. Which means Revelation 4:1 to 22:5 will not take place until after these things of Revelation 
2:1 through 3:22 the Church Age which is a part of the apologetic vindication of a Pre-tribulation 
Rapture of the Church.   


