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KJV – Genesis 25:19-26 

 

“Two Nations are in Thy Womb” 

     We find within Genesis chapter 25, four different groups of people. We have Abraham’s children 
from Keturah, Abraham’s children from his concubines and the children of Abraham’s son Ishmael. 
Then the writer Moses continues in his own literary style and saved the promised line for last 
which is the line of Isaac the promised son. 
 
     The idea of this lesson in these short verses of the section is to deal with the Biblical concept of 
election focused around verse number 23. God places a lot of emphases on this one story 
throughout the rest of the Scripture to help us with a certain doctrine. This text sets the stage for 
understanding Election throughout the rest of the Scripture. 
 
     Now please don’t think for a moment that I am going to be able to unfold all the great mysteries 
of Election. I can’t do it, because I simply do not know it all; and preachers that claim to be able to 
do so are misleading people in making them think they are something they are not. Mr. Charles H. 
Spurgeon had these word to say on the matter: “It shows shallowness of mind to claim to see the 
bottom of all knowledge. He who dives deep finds that there is always a deeper depth still.” 

Genesis 25:19-26 

19 And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begat Isaac: 

20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of 
Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 

21 And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD was intreated of 
him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went 
to enquire of the LORD. 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 
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26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called 
Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 

     We see here in our text that Isaac’s wife Rebekah is barren. Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife 
and God opened her womb; and Rebekah his wife conceived. Confronted by almost 20 of his wife’s 
barrenness Isaac rose to the test and earnestly turned to God in prayer. God answered by giving 
Rebekah twins.  

Genesis 25:22 

22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went 
to enquire of the LORD. 

      These two children in her womb (unknown to her at this time as twins) struggled within her. 
With the idea they were wrestling and trying to crush each other in the womb. This made no doubt 
for a very uncomfortable condition during her pregnancy: and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? 

     This action prompted Rebekah to follow the example of her husband and she turned to God 
earnestly in prayer. She learned directly from the LORD that the severe jostling match going on in 
her womb prefigured the future antagonism between the two nations that would arise from her 
two children. This was Divine Sovereignty and Election already at work in the womb. 

Genesis 25:23 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

     God said to Rebekah in response to her prayer that there are two nations in your womb, and two 
manner of people shall come from you. One shall be stronger that the other and the elder shall 
serve the younger. Totally contrary to the custom in the patriarchal times when the elder son 
enjoyed the privileges of precedence in the household and at the father’s death received the 
inheritance and the blessing to become the head of the family.  

     God has already declared otherwise; God’s Sovereign elective purpose does not follow the 
customs or traditions of mankind but will always follow after the counsel of His own will, according 
to His own good pleasure.  

     God declared that the elder shall serve the younger; this idea of service is to cause to serve as 
subjects. Jacob in his stature will be superior to his brother and Esau will serve the greater. Many 
will read straight over this verse, without even thinking about the subject of Election, because the 
doctrine is so much misunderstood. 

     Why is this a passage on Election and secondly what is Election? Hopefully both of those 
questions will be addressed and dealt with this evening. There are two other passages of Scripture 
we must take into consideration when trying to better understand Genesis 25:23; the book of 
Malachi and Paul’s writings to the Romans.  
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Malachi 1:1-5 

1 The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi. 

2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's 
brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, 

3 And I hated Esau, and laid his mountains and his heritage waste for the dragons of the wilderness. 

4 Whereas Edom saith, We are impoverished, but we will return and build the desolate places; thus 
saith the LORD of hosts, They shall build, but I will throw down; and they shall call them, The border of 
wickedness, and, The people against whom the LORD hath indignation for ever. 

5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say, The LORD will be magnified from the border of Israel. 

     In verses two and three of Malachi chapter one; the Prophet is very clear to write Jacob I loved 
and Esau I hated. Verse 34 of Genesis 25 tells us that Esau despised his birthright; he despised the 
spiritual graces bound up within God’s promises.  

     In dealing with this passage one would ask, why is this a passage on Election? This section of 
Genesis goes right along with Romans 9; yet men have fought over these texts for years and these 
verses have been a battle ground for many, many years.  

     Malachi chapter one helps explain this passage by God’s divine love in His Sovereign Grace. It 
also is clear to point out that one was hated. Now what is meant by these words of Malachi the 
Prophet? 

     In the same sense that the LORD’s love for Jacob refers to his descendants being sovereignly 
chosen people through whom he made many Elect and from out of these would come the world’s 
Redeemer the LORD Jesus Christ. Jacob was loved in the sense that he was chosen by God for an 
intimate fellowship; God knew him!  

     The context here speaks of love as choosing, making elect, giving grace according to the good will 
and the good pleasure of God. The context of hate speaks of not choosing, non-elect in the realm of 
redemption. 

     “Election is the core of the Gospel, Election is the heart of the Gospel;” these were the words of 
Martin Luther during the reformation. So we must know ask the question what is Election, or to use 
the words interchangeably “Predestination?”  

     Election is the basis of our only hope in Christ, we would never really know mercy, we would 
never really know grace if it were left totally up to us for Salvation and the Redemption of our souls. 
Election and Predestination undercuts and overrides what a person thinks they can do to be saved, 
because it is all by God, never by man.  

     It is always to give honor and glory to God completely.  
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     This is why the old Saints signed the 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith on the matters of 
Sovereignty and God’s Decree stating:  

God hath decreed in himself, from all eternity, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own 
will, freely and unchangeably, all things, whatsoever comes to pass; yet so as thereby is God 
neither the author of sin nor hath fellowship with any therein; nor is violence offered to the 
will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second causes taken away, but 
rather established; in which appears his wisdom in disposing all things, and power and 
faithfulness in accomplishing his decree. 

     Our very own Articles of Faith of the Church Doctrines according to the Scriptures state these 
words taken from our Church Constitution: 

SECTION E. PROVIDENCE 
 
     God from eternity decreed all things that come to pass and perpetually governs all creatures and 
events. However, He is in no way the author or approver of sin, nor do His decrees in any way diminish 
or violate the responsibility of man. 
 
SECTION H. ELECTION 
 
     Election, deals with God’s eternal sovereign foreknowledge to eternal life, not because of foreseen 
merit or faith in those who are chosen, but because of His divine Sovereignty, grace and mercy in 
Christ. Those whom God has chosen “the elect” are called, justified, sanctified, and glorified. This by no 
means limits “Whosoever Will” God’s calling is to all, Christ came to seek and to save that which was 
lost, and it is not God’s Will that any should perish but that all come to repentance. 
 
     One may read section H, and say but the Church is contradicting itself by speaking of Election and 
Sovereignty and then speaking of “who so ever will.” No we are not! One must first understand 
Election before they can truly understand “who so ever will;” and “not God’s Will that any should 
perish but that all come to repentance.” For our purposes we will define Election in this way: 
Election is an act of God whereby from all eternity He purposes within Himself of His own pleasure and 
will to redeem a certain number of mankind unto Salvation through and by His Sovereign Grace by 
Christ Jesus.  
 
     Oftentimes the lack of knowledge in two areas affect one’s thinking about the Doctrine of 
Election.   
 

1. Total Depravity 
2. Sovereignty 

 
     The lack of understanding these will cause for a lack of understanding of Election or 
Predestination. Some feel that mankind is not totally depraved; they believe there is still a spark of 
life within mankind to allow man to seek after God and cause him to repent. Yet Paul tells us in 
Romans chapter three: As it is written, There is none righteous, no not one: There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are all 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Some do not believe that 
man is fallen totally and affected by sin in every area.  
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     Or secondly they do not understand or believe in the total Sovereignty of God. They feel that God 
cannot do whatever He wills. Man thinks that God cannot do, unless men do first; so they think. 
However even those that doubt this doctrine of Election that have unsaved friends or loved ones 
prays for them in a way in which they beckon God to work in their Salvation. 
  
     They pray for God to open their eyes, they pray for God to cause them to believe. They don’t pray: 
“Oh dear LORD if it would be good, hopefully Johnny will open his own eyes and hopefully Johnny will 
come to understand and believe the Gospel.”  They will always say; “LORD please help,” or “LORD 
please cause.” In some way, somehow they are recognizing that they need God’s help yet without 
even understanding Sovereignty and Election they unknowingly submit to it. 

Genesis 25:23 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

Malachi 1:2-3 

2 I have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, Wherein hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob's 
brother? saith the LORD: yet I loved Jacob, 

3 And I hated Esau, 

     Friends, this is Election. This is God choosing one and not choosing another. Scriptural proof is 
the basis of this doctrine and the understanding of it abound throughout the Scriptures and they are 
synonyms.  
 

- Election, Elect or a form of the word is used 27 times throughout the Bible. 
- Predestinate or a form of the word is used 4 times. 
- To choose people to Salvation is used over 40 times. 
- With over 100 different forms of that dealing with Election. 

 
Some examples: 
 
I Thessalonians 1:4 
 
4 Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 
 
II Peter 1:10 
 
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do 
these things, ye shall never fall: 
 
Mark 13:27 
 
27 And then shall he send his angels, and shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from the 
uttermost part of the earth to the uttermost part of heaven. 
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Matthew 24:24 
 
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. 
 
Ephesians 1:4-5 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will, 

Ephesians 1:11 
 
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
 
II Thessalonians 2:13 
 
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. 
 
     So at the very basic level the teaching and doctrines of Election exist throughout the Bible and we 
need to know what these words mean. Predestine, ordain, choose, elect; meaning to pick out of, to 
appoint to select; to make for one’s self or one’s use. To set, to fix, and to establish; used in the sense 
of those whom God selected unto Salvation or predestined to be made His Elect, His chosen in Him. 
 
     How is this accomplished, how is this Sovereign act made in eternity’s past which God will 
choose those unto Salvation in Him through Christ? 
 
     Is it by their future merit? Is it because God knows they will pick Him, so therefore He picks 
them. Is this why God said for Jacob have I loved and Esau have I hated?  
 
     Remember now, this word hate is not used here in the same sense that we use the word. When 
God says He hates sin that is the sense of hate that we know. Remember God’s love and hate spoken 
of here for Jacob and Esau is in the context of love as choosing, making elect, giving grace according 
to the good will and the good pleasure of God. The context of hate speaks of not choosing, non-elect 
in the realm of redemption. 
 
     Is His decision of Election based off of future unforeseen merit or based off of His complete and 
total Sovereignty? 
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     Why did God choose Abraham in Genesis chapter 12? Was it because Abraham was doing good 
and God gave him grace and called him out of the land of Ur?  
 
Joshua 24:2 
 
2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other 
side of the flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: and they 
served other gods. 

     Why did God love Jacob; or choose Jacob? And why did God hate Esau or not choose Esau? Was it 
because God knew that later on down the line Esau would hate his birthright, and despise the 
Spiritual blessings that came with the promise? Well let’s see, Romans chapter nine. 

Romans 9:10-13 

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father Isaac; 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. 

    Paul writes and restates what the Prophet Malachi said in that: As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
but Esau have I hated. 

Genesis 25:23 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

     The selection had already been made, the children being not yet born. Neither having done good 
or evil; God had already made the choice, ordained, selected, elected and predestinated so that the 
purpose of God according to election might stand; not of works, but of him that calleth. 

     You say preacher that’s not fair; it’s not. Who are we to say what is fair and unfair before this 
lesson we didn’t even understand what love and hate was in accordance with election. 

Romans 9:14 

14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 

     The Apostle Paul had already anticipated your objection toward the fairness of God with verse 
14. Mankind would naturally think that this is unfair and not right but Paul goes on and quotes 
what God told Moses in Exodus 33:19. 
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Romans 9:15 

15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on 
whom I will have compassion. 

     Paul cites the verse from the Old Testament in response to the accusation that such a teaching 
about God’s Sovereign Election is unfair or unrighteous.  

     Paul states here clearly that God is absolutely Sovereign and does Elect who will be saved 
without violating His other attributes. He and He alone determines who will receive grace and 
mercy. 

Romans 9:16 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     Paul tells us here that Salvation is complete under the power and control of a Sovereign God. It is 
not left up to man. It is not initiated by man; it is not will by man nor is it even merited by man. But 
it is all according to God’s Election and the purpose of Election will stand.  

     This goes right along with what the Apostle John wrote in his Gospel:  

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

Genesis 25:23 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

     One was loved, one was chosen; yet one was hated in the sense he was not chosen, he would be a 
servant to his brother and his brother’s people. God’s Choice, Election; declared to the mother 
before these boys were even born. 

Genesis 25:24-26 

24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 

26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called 
Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 
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     These last two verses show how God’s election has already started to work at birth. After Esau 
came his brother holding on to Esau’s heel. 

     This is a picture of Jacob trying to pull his brother back in saying; “No I’m supposed to be first!”  

     The heel grabber, the conniver, the deceiver; yet he came who he became not because of who he 
was, but because of what he was. Elected by God in eternity past before he was even born. 

Romans 8:28-33 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.                       

29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.         

30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.          

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?          

32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?                                   

33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

 


