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I'd like to invite you to look with me in Isaiah 47. This chapter really goes in parallel with 
what Brother Bob just read for us in Revelation 18 and it's a reminder that all of Scripture 
is one. I know that we have this book divided between the Old Testament and the New 
but it doesn't mean there are two different messages. And just as there was at one point a 
real Babylon that God raised up and for a time sat as an empire over the then known 
world and then was brought down just as Bob read there in Revelation 18, Babylon is a 
type, a picture, of works religion, all that stands opposed to the unique work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his grace alone. It's like, as I’ve told you before, there are really only 
two types of religions in the world: that is that of Cain which approached the Lord with 
its works; and that of Abel, which approached God based upon a blood sacrifice. One 
way and Cain was condemned because he came another way. Just like Babylon was 
condemned and brought down and all will be condemned that identify with Babylon. 
That's in a nutshell what this message is about: works religion condemned.

Let's read this in Isaiah 47,

1 Come down, and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon, sit on the 
ground: there is no throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou shalt no 
more be called tender and delicate. 2 Take the millstones, and grind meal: 
uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the 
rivers. 3 Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy shame shall be seen: I 
will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man. 4 As for our 
redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel. 5 Sit 
thou silent, and get thee into darkness, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for 
thou shalt no more be called, The lady of kingdoms. 6 I was wroth with 
my people, I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine 
hand: thou didst shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very 
heavily laid thy yoke. 7 And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: 

Isn't it interesting in the chapter you read, Bob, referred to the queen of works religion, a 
strange woman of proverbs, works religion. Verse 7,

7 And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever:  so that thou didst not lay 
these things to thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it. 8 
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Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to pleasures, that dwellest 
carelessly, that sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me; I shall 
not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children: 9 But these 
two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, 

That's how we read it in Revelation 18, in a day.

the loss of children, and widowhood: they shall come upon thee in their 
perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, and for the great abundance 
of thine enchantments. 10 For thou hast trusted in thy wickedness: thou 
hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath 
perverted thee; and thou hast said in thine heart, I am, and none else beside 
me. 11 Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou shalt not know from 
whence it riseth: and mischief shall fall upon thee; thou shalt not be able to 
put it off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt 
not know. 12 Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude 
of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth; if so be thou 
shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 13 Thou art wearied in 
the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the 
monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that 
shall come upon thee. 14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall 
burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from the power of the flame: 
there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 15 Thus shall 
they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants, from 
thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.

How desperate is it to have a false refuge or a false hope? That's the question. Is there any 
in hoping in their strength or as we hear preached today, free will, something in man that 
commends them to God? Is there every any true hope in that? I believe the message is 
clear: none. It will not save you in the day of judgment or condemnation.

So here we have a very clear warning to any that would put any confidence in the flesh 
and as many boast today when you ask them of their hope of heaven, they say, "I'm as 
sure of heaven as my own name." Well, that's not a very good hope. Here in several 
verses, the Lord condemned these Babylonians for the same type of profession. In verse 
10 where he said, "thou hast trusted in thy wickedness," do you realize that in hoping in 
any righteousness of your own you are trusting in your own wickedness because all of 
our righteousnesses are but filthy rags? And for one to stand and say, "I know the Lord. If 
anybody knows the Lord, I do." I've heard some speak with such boldness. 

The Lord says, "thou hast said, None seeth me. Thy wisdom and thy knowledge, it hath 
perverted thee." Even that shows your blindness. "And thou hast said in thine heart, I am, 
and none else beside me." I've told you the story before of that attorney I was visiting 
with one time and talking to him about standing before a holy God and with great 
arrogance he told me, "Well, I’ll know how to handle myself." He said, "I've been in a 
number of court cases and stood before judges and I believe I’ll know how to handle 
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myself before God." What pride? What arrogance? But that is the nature that is in any 
one of us sitting here apart from God giving us grace to see ourselves as we are, as 
sinners before a holy God and to be brought low, bowed at his feet and looking to none 
other but the Lord Jesus Christ.

That's really the division here in this chapter. Babylon, as I said, representing all that 
stands opposed to God and to his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the pride and the 
presumption that comes with it. You know, religion has made men cocky today. They've 
been told, "I've you'll just stick by your profession, if you made that decision for Jesus, 
so-called, there's nothing that can take that away. God will honor your decision. It's all 
based upon what you do." I see that very same pride here for which the Lord brings 
condemnation against Babylon. They were proud. They saw themselves as blameless. 
They saw themselves as indestructible and even the term that they used of themselves, 
the lady, "I shall be a lady forever," and yet in a day they were brought down.

What is interesting, as I’ve mentioned before here in Isaiah, is all of this is pronounced 
even before Babylon was raised up. Even before they took the children of Israel into 
captivity. This was pronounced hundreds of years before so that makes the realization of 
it, I believe, even more pronounced. The fact that to the detail of what Isaiah prophesied 
here, it came to pass several hundred years later. We live in a day when people mock the 
idea of a judgment. They'll say, "Well, that's Old Testament. That was the God of the Old 
Testament." And they live out their days with a certain sense of false security that 
somehow the God of the New Testament is a loving God and like a grandfather sitting on 
that porch rocking back and forth, the kid is misbehaving but, you know, is he going to 
take his gun and shoot his kids? That's kind of the way they reason and in the end, he's 
going to take them all in and their way of reasoning is that, "Well, God created us so why 
wouldn't he in the end save us all?" They don't know the God of the Bible.

So what I want us to do here just in the time we have in this chapter is take a look, first of 
all, at the greatness of the ruin that is here threatened, that Babylon should be brought 
down to the dust and made completely miserable. I know as you drive down the street 
and you see places of worship and the buildings and the ornateness of them, just driving 
down and seeing the size of some of these, it's hard to believe that there is going to be a 
day when all of that will be destroyed. Don't be caught up with the ornateness of a 
building and think that because the parking lot is full, that somehow God's hand of 
blessing is upon it. Many there are like Babylon that increased with wealth over time and 
yet in the end were brought to destruction. It's not by silver and gold. It's not by man's 
profession that any are redeemed and so I believe the warning is clear here.

Then we see in this chapter as well those sins that provoke God to bring this ruin upon 
them. The Scriptures say that God is angry with the wicked every day. They're running 
around doing their little ceremonies and professions and walking aisles and saying 
prayers thinking that somehow that is going to appease a holy God but in reality unless 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself bore that wrath upon himself for that sinner, then that 
sinner that thinks that somehow he's going to appease God by what he does, is in for a 
very rude awakening and a very severe condemnation.
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So that's the warning. You can see how the Lord exposes anything that is false. In verses 
1 and 2, imagine the picture here of a virgin daughter all dressed and the idea here is for a 
wedding. This is a wedding day. This is a day of rejoicing and you've got the bride all 
fixed up and pretty and the Lord says, "Whoa, wait a minute. Let's just take all of that and 
show it for what it is. Let's have you sit down here in the dirt." What chaste virgin 
daughter prepared for a wedding would ever go and just sit on the ground and roll in the 
dust? You think, "Oh no, you can't dirty the dress." And the Lord says, "Not only will I 
dirty the dress in what you call tender and delicate, what you consider to be of pureness," 
really is the idea here, because what do men do? They confide in a self-righteousness. 
They consider themselves and most people we talk to do not see themselves as bad 
enough for God to send to hell. 

Lest we point the finger the other way, remember there are always three pointing back 
when you point, did we not at one time think that ourselves of us until the Lord was 
pleased to show us what we are and expose our nakedness by his Spirit and in grace and 
not in judgment? I'm thankful. You see, everybody's nakedness is going to be exposed 
one way or another. It will either be by his Spirit in grace showing you what you are and 
causing you to look away from yourself to the only remedy which is Christ, or you'll 
continue to live with that false notion that somehow you're good enough and in judgment 
that be exposed. In a day, that will all be taken away.

Here was the case with Babylon where he said in verse 2, "Take the millstones, and grind 
meal: uncover thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pass over the rivers." 
That's in a sense of running for your lives. "Thy nakedness shall be uncovered, yea, thy 
shame shall be seen." He says, "I will take vengeance, and I will not meet thee as a man." 
So picture this historically. You've seen pictures, even in this day and age, of peace 
disturbed by war and people running for their lives. We've seen pictures of people 
completely naked running from buildings. Their shame exposed is what the Lord says 
here. If you have a cloak of righteousness that you have worked out, that you have put on, 
unless the Lord in his grace strips you of it and has clothed you in the righteousness, the 
righteous robe of the Lord Jesus Christ, none of that will stand you in the day of 
judgment. You will be just as exposed, just as naked, and without a hope and without a 
refuge.

Notice how the Lord puts it when he says here, "I will not meet thee as a man." There are 
a lot of people that if they can get a good enough lawyer, they can get off even if they're 
guilty. It's a matter of just making sure I’ve got the right person and that's men's justice. 
That's how men will deal with men, but the Lord says, "I will not meet thee as a man." In 
other words, not with the compassions of a man. Some people think, "Well, God's love, 
he'll just look the other way to forgive." No, he can't look the other way. Your payment 
either has been dealt with in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ or you will bear the full 
weight of God's condemnation. 

Here it says in verse 3, "I will take vengeance." This is the wrath of the Lamb that we 
read about in the book of Revelation. You say, "Why take vengeance?" Well, anything 
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other than Christ and his work is an offense to God. Any kind of work that you would put 
up as being favorable to God is an offense and the Lord will take vengeance. If you look 
over in Hosea 5, just go forward toward the end of the Old Testament and you'll come to 
Hosea just before Joel, Amos, Obadiah. But in Hosea 5:14, here when the Lord says "not 
as a man," in other words not with the mere strength of a man that can be resisted. One 
man can resist another. There are some that think they can negotiate with God on their 
terms. No, in Hosea 5:14 he says, "I will be unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a young lion 
to the house of Judah: I, even I, will tear and go away; I will take away, and none shall 
rescue him."

So it is with this same fervor that the Lord will judge all those that take for their 
confidence, their refuge, their works, their profession and stand opposed thereby to Christ 
and his work and what he accomplished. The justice of a man can be bribed. We've seen 
it. Many times it is biased or it's nullified by compassion. Justice isn't really done. Such 
will not be the case with the justice of God. It is strict. It is severe. It can never be abated. 
Paul said that in Galatians 2, "If righteousness come by law, any other obligation or rule, 
Christ is dead in vain." He spared not his own Son but delivered him up. If there really 
were another way, how foolish for God he must be then. You make God to be a fool to 
have delivered up his Son to satisfy justice and then to turn around and say, "Well, there 
really are a few other ways too."

As God, men will deal with God in that holy justice. I'll tell you, my only hope when I 
even consider now standing before him, is not in some petty little righteousness that I 
thought I had or years of service you hear some men talk about. "You mean God won't 
even consider all those years of service?" Not if it wasn't to the glory of Christ. It's 
nothing but dung. And even if it is to the glory of Christ, it's nothing but dung compared 
to his work. We're but flesh and dust.

So we see there God's controversy with Babylon. We see the particular ground of this 
controversy as we read on down here. I'm going to come back to verse 4 because it's the 
crux of what I’m saying. If anybody reading this wants to know what the controversy is, 
it's man putting confidence in man because he says, "As for our redeemer." God has but 
one Redeemer. He has but one glory. He has but one righteousness. He has but one way 
of pardoning sinners and that is through the redemption that is in his Son. 

"As for our redeemer," notice, "the LORD of hosts is his name," one name, "the Holy 
One of Israel." In him truly was holiness when he came as a man and worked it out. If 
you want an example of holiness, don't pick some moral that you esteem. I don't care how 
great a preacher he was, there is no redemption in men. It's in the Lord.

But here we see the cause of the Lord's vengeance, the ground of his controversy. In 
verse 6 he says, "I was wroth with my people," again, speaking of the idolatry of Israel. 
They had apostatized to the point of being just like the other nations and rejoiced in it. 
They diminished the temple. They perverted it. We're talking about natural Israel, the two 
tribes that were left after the Assyrians took away the ten tribes. The Lord said, "You 
polluted my temple anyway so I’ll pollute you." That's basically what he said in taking 
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them into captivity and putting them in the hands of a nation that was totally dedicated to 
idolatry. I've found over time that people that trifle with the Gospel and the clarity of it, 
that think little of leaven, they usually end up in congregations of all out pure free will 
works religion. That's where they end up. That's where they go. It was in their heart all 
the time. This is what the Lord, I believe, is a judge of. If that's the bent of your heart, 
here, have at it. That's what he did with Israel.

He said, "I have polluted mine inheritance, and given them into thine hand." Some might 
look at that and say, "Well, the Lord is the one that raised up Babylon and gave them the 
power to come down and take Israel into captivity so what's his complaint against 
Babylon?" Well, you can see it there in verse 6, having put them in your hand, "thou didst 
shew them no mercy; upon the ancient hast thou very heavily laid thy yoke." You not 
only put the yoke on it but you made it even stronger.

"And thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever: so that thou didst not lay these things to thy 
heart, neither didst remember the latter end of it." Just like the people of Israel, follow the 
parallelism here, they perverted the temple so God brought a nation into the country that 
perverted the temple, destroyed it, took them out. They were idolatrous so the Lord took 
them into an idolatrous bondage. But rather than recognizing that the Lord had given 
them this authority, the Babylonians, they gave the glory to their name even moreso. 
Were proud of it and exposed the Lord's people or the people of Israel, the remnant, to 
even a more harsh punishment and so the Lord in turn brings judgment upon them. 
Regardless of whether it's a little work or a lot of works that you boast in, it's going to 
bring condemnation and judgment and that's what we see here.

But as far as the nature of those that put Israel into bondage, does this not resemble men 
in religion today? False profession? When you read there in verse 8, "Therefore hear now 
this, thou that art given to pleasures," isn't that the big thing? Big attraction as far as 
places of worship? Productions and singing groups? I just hit the delete button this 
morning on a phone call that they're trying to get music groups from churches together 
for a little bit of a talent show type thing and they wanted to know if we had any here, 
any groups, musical groups that might be interested in joining. It's going to be a Christian 
music fest. 

There are some that that's what they do. They rigidly stuck to meeting for morning 
worship and evening worship, and I’m using the word loosely, but people don't come out 
so what do we do? We bring in a big name group and that will get people out. Or we start 
emphasizing the youth. We're going to bring in something for the youth that will make 
the parents have to come because it's only an hour so why would the parents drop them 
off and leave so we're going to have a meeting and the whole goal is to entertain. Keep 
people entertained on the road to hell.

Notice, "thou that dwellest carelessly," verse 8. People that live this way, dwell carelessly 
but they are made to believe that they're alright. There is  a lot of love to go around. 
That's something that is often said about these places. As I've heard some recently talk 
about that, "We just don't discuss doctrine. In fact, we're in a group," one told me, "that 
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we don't even bring our Bibles. We sit around and everybody kind of shares." I said, "It's 
kind of like group therapy?" "Yeah, group therapy." Living carelessly.

"That sayest in thine heart, I am, and none else beside me." There it is. That is bottom 
line, dear friends, the thing that brings God's wrath and condemnation. Whenever a 
testimony begins with "I." What's your hope of heaven? "Well, I did this. I did that. I did 
what the preacher told me to do."

"I shall not sit as a widow, neither shall I know the loss of children." I've heard this 
argument used against the smallness of meeting places where the Gospel of grace is 
preached. People will say, "You need to be part of a bigger organization because that way 
you always have enough people." That's what Babylon was thinking, "We'll continue to 
proliferate and propagate and multiply and we'll always have enough to join with us." 
That was their boasting but in a day the Lord brought it all to nought.

He said in verse 9, "These two things shall come to thee in a moment in one day, the loss 
of children, and widowhood." I've heard some boldly say, "Well, if I have to end up in 
hell, at least I’ll have lots of friends there." That won't be any comfort where there is 
weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.

It says, "they shall come upon thee in their perfection for the multitude of thy sorceries, 
and for the great abundance of thine enchantments." People get upset when you tell them 
that their way of worship is really of Satan and it's nothing more than idolatry. They 
become angry. "It's alright to preach that overseas but don't preach it here. We've got the 
Bible and our preacher preaches of Christ." But the question is: of what Christ? And how 
is that Bible that that preacher holds in his hand being used, interpreted? The right 
interpretation of Scripture is always that which exalts Christ and abases man. Scripture 
has everything good to say about the Lord Jesus Christ but nothing good to say about us.

As we saw already in verse 10, "thou hast trusted in thy wickedness." Isn't that what the 
Lord is going to say one day in judgment to those that stand before him and say, "Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? Have we not cast out demons in thy name? 
Have we not many wonderful works in thy name?" And the Lord will say unto them, 
"Depart from me," what? "Ye workers of iniquity, I never knew you." I never knew you. 
You see, men trust in their own wisdom. They trust in their logic. They formulate a view 
of God like unto themselves. That's really what an idol is, it's a person thinking how they 
imagine God to be and then finding something to fabricate, to make it like they think. 
That's what's sending people to hell, is their own wisdom. Their own knowledge. How we 
need the wisdom of the Lord. How we need the knowledge that the Spirit of grace gives. 
To know Christ in truth and not to trust in ourselves.

But for many, as it says there in verse 11, "shall evil come upon thee." "Broad is the way 
that leads to destruction and many there be that are in that way. Straight, narrow is the 
gate that leads to eternal life, that enters into eternal life, and few," Scripture says, "there 
be, few that find it." It says, "Thou shalt not know from whence it riseth." I think about 
people that have died and been ushered into the presence of a God they have never 
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known because the God of their mind has been one fabricated in their mind by their 
preacher or by their cohorts or religion or denomination, the ones with them, and 
suddenly to awake and to realize: here is a consuming fire. A holy God. I guarantee you 
there is not a person standing before God that is going to be thinking back about 
supposed good works that they did in this life. It will all be burnt up. It will all be done 
away just in the very presence of this holy God.

"Mischief shall fall upon thee," it says in verse 11, "and thou shalt not be able to put it 
off: and desolation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know." So he 
calls them and says, "If you want to persist," because that's what people do. Hearing these 
things, they rationalize in their minds, "Well, all these others can't be wrong." I'm sure 
there was a certain sense of security behind those walls in Babylon with Isaiah preaching 
like this, "How could so many people be wrong?" 

So the Lord says, "Stand now with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy 
sorceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youth." Again the word "laboured," this is 
works religion. "If so be thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail." The 
Lord says, "Keep on but you'll see." 

You know, I don't want that instruction to be given to me. I would rather, as we read here 
in verse 4, be given eyes to see and ears to hear, "As for our redeemer, the LORD of 
hosts is his name." I need a redemption that satisfies a holy God, that is just as holy and 
righteous as God himself and put no confidence in any other. I'd rather continue to 
worship alone if need be but to worship the God, the Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, the 
holy one of Israel, than to follow the multitudes and in the end, end up in destruction.

You notice, verse 14, "they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them." Verse 15, "Thus 
shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants." That's what 
most preachers are today, peddling a gospel, little g-o-s-p-e-l, but in reality it's to profit 
themselves and not to the glory of Christ. 

"They shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee." Those that are saved 
are those that God in his grace and mercy has delivered, has paid their debt in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by his grace therein I rest and I trust you rest by his mercy. 
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