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Pray Like This: Praying for the Father's Protection 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

Temptation 

❖ What does it mean to pray: lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil? 

❖ Temptation is an ever present reality in our lives and in our 

world 

 temptation is a serious threat to all of us 

 we live in a world filled with temptation 

 we live in a world that glorifies and celebrates temptation 

❖ Why do we ask our Father to lead us not into temptation? 

 James 1:13 tells us that God is NOT the source of 

temptation 

 is Jesus calling us to ask our Father to keep us away from 

trials and testings? 

 James 1:2-4 tells us we are to consider trials and 

testings to be a joy and something from which we are 

to benefit and grow 

 escaping trials and testings is not what's in view here 

Danger, Watch Out 

❖ Evil is always lurking nearby 

 even when we can’t see who/what our enemies are, they 

are all around us 

 danger can crop up around us, anytime, anywhere 

❖ Sin is crouching at the door (Genesis 4:6-7) 

 true for Cain 

 true for us 

❖ Temptation is especially dangerous when we are least aware 

of it 

 we are never immune to temptation 

 let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he 

fall. (1 Cor. 10:12) 

❖ Sin desires to rule over you, but YOU must master it! 

 you cannot do this on your own! 

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil is a 

prayer of humility 

 our prayer is not, “Lord give me more willpower in 

the fight against sin.” 

 this is the heart cry of a desperate, needy child, not a plea 

that God would somehow make us more self-sufficient 



❖ When we pray this petition, we confess something about 

God and admit something about ourselves 

 "Father, I know what YOU have promised." 

 "Father, I also know MYSELF." 

 "I don’t want to be duped, deceived, or disqualified 

from being a useful, fruitful servant of Yours." 

 "Lord, I do not trust myself." 

 "Lord, my flesh is weak, I live in a fallen world." 

 "Lord, there are things that threaten me physically, 

intellectually, emotionally and spiritually. In the midst 

of all that, be my protector." 

❖ "Only by God’s grace can we truly overcome the 

temptations of the world, the wickedness of our own hearts 

and the power of the Devil.”  (Albert Mohler) 

Temptation, Trial, Testing??? 

❖ Distinctions between temptation, trials and testings 

 there are times when we may confuse the trials and tests 

God assigns to us with temptations 

 trials and testings are orchestrated by God 

❖ temptation is an invitation to sin, orchestrated by Satan 

 since trials and tribulations are a normal part of the 

Christian life, we do not pray for God to stop testing us, 

but we do pray that we not succumb to temptation 

 trials strengthen, temptations weaken 

 examples: Job, Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10, Jesus in 

the wilderness being tempted by Satan AND tested by 

God, Peter when Satan asks to sift him like wheat 

❖ When we pass a test triumphantly, we gain a little more of 

God's strength and become more useful to God and His 

kingdom work 

❖ "Lord, don’t allow our tests to turn into that which will 

become a temptation for us.” 

 pray for protection 

 pray for refinement 

❖ Is this the cry of your heart? 

Personal Reflection 

1. How would you describe the distinction between 

temptation and trials and testings to a new believer? 

2. When are you most aware of temptation? When are you 

least aware of temptation? Consider your vulnerable places 

in light of 1 Corinthians 10:12. What do you need to do in 

light of this? 

3. What unique trials and testings has God designed for you 

that have the potential of leading you into temptation? How 

will you pray to be protected and refined through these? 


