
Isaiah 12 (2) – Christ our Strength, Song, and Salvation            Hymns 53, 77, 81 

 

In beginning to consider this chapter last week—I mentioned it was a song of praise for God's salvation—this 

is referred to in 11:11 and 16 as a second Exodus—thus, this song resembles the song sung by the Israelites 

after their deliverance from Egypt—but the deliverance celebrated in ch.12 is a greater salvation celebrated in 

Exodus 15... 

 

[1] It's a salvation from a greater bondage—God's OC Israel was liberated from Egyptian bondage, but His NC 

Israel is liberated from sin, Satan, and this world, [2] It's a salvation by a greater deliverer—God's OC Israel 

was liberated by Moses, God's NC Israel is liberated by Christ, [3] It's a salvation at a greater cost—the first 

exodus was secured by the blood of lambs, the new exodus is secured by the blood of Christ—yet, both 

salvations were celebrated in song... 

 

I.   A Bold Resolve 

II.  A Blessed Reason 

 

I.   A Bold Resolve—"Behold God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid" 

 

1. This verse actually starts with the reason behind his boldness, the assertion of his boldness, and then 

further reasons... 

2. Here I want to address the assertion itself—leaving the reason, or reasons, to be considered under heading 

two... 

3. The assertion is bold and daring—"I will trust and not be afraid"—I will trust His person and His 

promises... 

4. [a] I will trust His person—that is—I will trust His character—His wisdom, faithfulness, mercy, and 

grace...  

5. [b] I will trust His promises—that is—I will trust His word—all that He's promised He will do for His 

people... 

6. Now—it's because we trust God, both His person and promises, that we can resolve—"I will not be 

afraid..." 

7. Thus—I want to suggest FIVE things Christians should not be afraid of—God, man, sin, hardship, and 

death... 

8. [1] I will not be afraid of God—now, I trust all of us understand, we are to fear God in a certain sense or 

way... 

9. But this fear is very different than being afraid of God—we are to fear or honor God, yes, but not be afraid 

of Him... 

10. For example—think of a father who abuses his children—they would be afraid or terrified of him, and 

rightly so... 

11. They are afraid of him because of what he can do to them if he chooses, his power over them terrifies 

them... 

12. Well this is unlike God—because God is always consistent with His character—He will never simply 

loose it... 

13. Furthermore, because His judicial anger has been appeased in Christ—Christians should not be afraid of 

God... 

14. V1—"O LORD, I will praise You; though You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, and You 

comfort me..." 

15. [2] I will not be afraid of man—that is—of foolish man's collective attempt to destroy the poor people of 

God... 

16. My friends—I am rather sure I'm here addressing a very relevant issue with especially many men in this 

room... 

17. Our country, has fallen prey to the outright blatant attack of wicked men to destroy all that we love and 

hold dear...   

18. And I think if we were honest, some of us struggle with carnal fears—what about our children and the next 

generation... 
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19. Furthermore, as open immorality is celebrated, and as Christianity is becoming outlawed—pressure 

increases... 

20. Brethren, there may very well come a day within this country—to read or preach the Bible will become 

forbidden... 

21. Man, foolish and fallen man, has openly rebelled against God, and has turned his hatred towards His 

people... 

22. Ps.56:11—"In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me"—man can only do 

what God allows... 

23. [3] I will not be afraid of sin—first of all, let me clarify—there is a sense in which we should be afraid to 

sin... 

24. This is actually a part of fearing God—to fear God is to fear sin—to fear displeasing God because of our 

sin...  

25. But Christians should face their sins without fear—that is—with confidence that sin will no longer enslave 

them... 

26. This is a fact every Christian must repeatedly ponder—sin will never again drag me back into the far 

country... 

27. This can be illustrated in the OT—when God sent His people into the promised land, they had to take that 

land through conflict... 

28. This shadowed or typified the fact—that Christians must enter into the promised land through trial and 

conflict... 

29. Deut.31:6—"Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, 

He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you..." 

30. The land was still filled with Canaanites—and Joshua, who was typical of Christ, lead the people to 

victory... 

31. The people were to take the land by force—they were to make continual advancement, progression, and 

progress... 

32. They were constantly surrounded by their fierce enemies—and yet—they were not to fear nor be afraid of 

them...  

33. Brethren—we must ever be mindful that the Christian life is a warfare—the kingdom of God is taken by 

violence... 

34. We are always in a fierce battle with our sins—and the day we end this battle is the day our warfare is 

finished... 

35. And while our enemies are too strong for us, they are NOT too strong for our Joshua—who is always with 

us... 

36. [4] I will not be afraid of hardship—that is times of adversity or difficulty—when we walk through a dark 

valley... 

37. Ps.23:4—"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me..." 

38. There are times in most Christians life—when they must walk through valley's of death—of darkness and 

extreme difficulty... 

39. Now—don't misunderstand—there is a sense in which every Christian must walk through this wilderness 

to enter the Promised Land... 

40. But this isn't what I'm here talking about—here I'm referring to times of peculiar darkness, difficulty, and 

hardship... 

41. For example—times of prolonged sickness, strained relationships, lack of assurance, and wayward 

children... 

42. These—and many other things, can create "a shadow of death"—a dark and prolonged valley or sorrow 

and hardship... 

43. But listen to the testimony of David—"though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil..." 

44. Why—"for You are with Me"—God is my salvation—"I will trust, and not be afraid"—we will endure 

because God is with us... 

45. My friends—not one of us know what tomorrow brings—it may bring with it many afflictions and 

hardships...   
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46. I hope it doesn't, but it may—but regardless what it brings, we should trust and not be afraid—for He is 

with us... 

47. [5] I will not be afraid of death—there is no doubt that in a real sense, death remains a very serious 

enemy... 

48. This I believe is the ultimate meaning of David's words—"though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death..." 

49. Death is something that's unbecoming—it's radical and easily frightful—but Christians should not be 

afraid of death... 

50. 1Cor.15:55—"O Death where is your sting"—that is—while it remains a foe, its sting has been removed 

by Christ... 

 

II.  A Blessed Reason—"for YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song"  

 

A. He is my STRENGTH   

 

1. Here we learn more fully—the reason, or reasons, why God's people should not fear or be afraid of their 

enemies... 

2. V2—"for YAH, the LORD, is my strength and song; He also has become my salvation"—but before I 

examine these three reasons, I want to first explain the terms YAH and the LORD... 

3. YAH is simply the first part of the name Yahweh—the LORD is the full Hebrew word Yahweh, thus it's 

basically a repetition of the same word...  

4. NIV—"the LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song"—literally—"YAH, Yahweh, is my strength 

and song..." 

5. The name or title Yahweh eventually became Jehovah—as the Jews were hesitant to pronounce the name 

of God... 

6. But the Hebrew word is Yahweh, not Jehovah, which literally means "the self-existing one"—the great "I 

AM..." 

7. Now, it is true that oftentimes throughout the OT prophets, the title LORD, with all caps, refers to the 

Messiah... 

8. Though this isn't always true, it's often true, and I suggest it's true here—the LORD Jesus Christ is our 

strength and song... 

9. Isa.45:24—"He shall say, Surely in the LORD I have righteousness and strength. To Him men shall come, 

and all shall be ashamed who are incensed against Him..." 

10. Those who rightly come to Christ—come confessing that they are both wicked and weak—unrighteous 

and needy... 

11. They come confessing that in Christ they find all that God's holy law demands—they find a perfect 

righteousness... 

12. But they also find strength—that is—they come confessing that they are natively and personally weak and 

needy... 

13. Thus—I suggest Christians confess Christ as their strength in three ways—He is our strong liberator, 

protector, and sanctifier... 

14. [1] Christ is our strong LIBERATOR—that is—He delivers us from the power of Satan, sin, and this 

world... 

15. This of course was shadowed in the first Exodus—in which God made know His powerful right hand 

against Egypt... 

16. Isa.11:11—"It shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to 

recover the remnant of His people..." 

17. There are two things necessary for redemption—POWER and PAYMENT—power for our enemies and 

payment for God... 

18. Christ is full of both of these—He has power to liberate us from our enemies and payment to give to His 

Father... 

19. Thus—Chris is our Strong Deliverer—who delivers us from a bondage far greater than that of Egypt and 

Pharaoh... 
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20. Lk.11:21-22—"When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when 

a stronger than he comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he 

trusted, and divides his spoils..." 

21. The "strong man" is Satan, and "the strong than he" is Christ—Christ overcame Him through His cross 

work... 

22. The "dividing of his spoils" refers to the salvation of sinners, especially the Gentiles, who were held 

captive... 

23. [2] Christ is our strong PROTECTOR—as our Good Shepherd, Christ keeps His sheep from all their 

enemies... 

24. Thus—throughout the Psalms, David repeatedly confesses that God, that Christ, is his strong hold and 

refuge...  

25. Ps.61:3—"For You have been a shelter for me, a strong tower from the enemy" Ps.71:3—"Be  my strong 

refuge, to which I may resort continually..." 

26. Prov.18:10—"The name of the LORD is a strong tower, the righteous runs to and are safe"—Christians 

take refuge in Him... 

27. [3] Christ is our strong SANCTIFIER—that is—we find in Christ grace and strength to live Christian 

lives...  

28. Eph.6:10—"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might"—He is our 

strength... 

 

B. He is my SONG  

 

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is not only our strength but our SONG—that is—He is the SOURCE and SUBJECT 

of our song... 

2. [1] He is the SOURCE of our song—that is—He's the cause of our singing—He has replaced our sorrow 

with joy... 

3. A person sings because they are joyful—thus Christ is our song because He has replaced wrath with 

comfort... 

4. Throughout the Scripture singing is repeatedly associated with joy and gladness (Isa.12:2-3; Ps.118:14-

15)... 

5. Ps.71:23—"My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You" Ps.95:1—"Oh come, let us sing to the 

LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation" Ps.98:4—"Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the 

earth; break forth in song, rejoice, and sing praises..." 

6. Jas.5:13—"Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praises"—that is—the singing of praises is an expression of 

joy... 

7. Thus—Christ is our song because He gives us joy—He liberates our lips to sing His praise—to rejoice in 

Him (Ps.137:1-4)... 

8. Isa.35:10—"And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing, with everlasting 

joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away..." 

9. Isa.35:5-6—"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 

the lame shall leap like a deer, and THE TONGUE OF THE DUMB SING..." 

10. Ps.126:1-3—"When the LORD brought back the captivity of Zion, we were like those who dream. Then 

our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations, The 

LORD has done great things for them. The LORD has done great things for us, and we are glad..." 

11. [2] Christ is the SUBJECT of our song—that is—we not only sing because of Him but we sing ABOUT 

Him... 

12. Rev.5:9—"And they sang a new song, saying: You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for 

You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation (Ps.33:3; 40:3; Deut.10:21; Ps.109:1)... 

 

C. He is my SALVATION  

 

1. Christ is not only our strength and song—but is also our salvation—that is, salvation from sin, Satan, and 

the world... 
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2. Now—notice Christ is so essential to our salvation that He's called our salvation—"He has become my 

salvation..." 

3. Lk.2:29-32—"Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my 

eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring 

revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel..." 

4. [1] He buys it—that is—Christ is our salvation in that He has purchased our salvation with His own 

blood... 

5. [2] He applies it—that is—Christ is our salvation because He applies it to our souls by His word and 

Spirit... 

6. [3] He completes it—that is—Christ is our salvation in that what He begins in us He promises to 

complete...  

7. Now—in conclusion, I want to return to a little phrase in the beginning of the verse—"Behold, God is my 

salvation, I will trust..." 

8. That is—the only way not to be afraid, is to place your trust in Christ as YOUR strength, song, and 

salvation...  

9. V2—"Behold, God is MY salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; for YAH, the LORD, is MY strength 

and song; he also has become MY salvation..." 

10. Only those who can say that Christ is their strength, song, and salvation—can then say—"I will not be 

afraid..." 

11. Christians have NO strength, song, or salvation in and of themselves—they only have these by faith in 

Christ... 

12. Thus—it's NOT merely that Christ is strong, a song, and salvation—but He must become these things to us 

by faith... 


