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The Divine Irony: David's Gradual Exaltation Begins 

 

Call to Worship: Psalm 117                                Hymn #224- Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

1
st
 Scripture:  1 Samuel 16:1-13                                            Hymn #34 (Supp) -  As the Deer 

2nd Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:14-23           Hymn #246 - Holy Ghost Dispel Our Sadness 

              

 

Introduction:                      

 David has been anointed king, to replace the rebellious and disobedient Saul.  And we 

saw last time, that following this anointing, the Spirit had immediately come upon David (He 

rushed upon him) with great power, from that day forward.   

 Now, we must understand that this anointing of the Spirit is not the same thing as 

regeneration.  It is very likely that David was already a regenerate child of God at this point, but 

rather, this was a special anointing that the Holy Spirit gave, which would enable and empower 

David to perform His duties as king, with great confidence, strength, power and wisdom.  In fact, 

we will find in our text for this morning; indeed the very next verse, tells of the Spirit departing 

from Saul, leaving him to reign from that point onward, in his own strength and without the 

Spirit's guidance, power and enabling.  To be sure, there is no indication whatsoever that Saul 

was a regenerate believer, and every indication, right up to his dying day, that he never knew the 

Lord in a redeemed sense.   

 We might also relate this special anointing of the Spirit, to the Spirit's anointing of priests 

and prophets and builders, and perhaps even in the dispensing of spiritual gifts in the New 

Covenant sense.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, Himself, at the time of His baptism, received a special 

anointing of the Holy Spirit, who enabled and empowered Him to perform His earthly ministry 

unto his God and Father.  Needless to say, brethren, this is a special anointing, and it further 

strengthens the conviction for why we pray for the Spirit to govern, guide, direct and empower 

our Gospel labors unto Christ, unto the edification of His church.  Apart from the Holy Spirit, all 

of our labors are dead and useless, no matter how much time and energy we invest in them.  And 
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perhaps no one in the church requires such an anointing, as the preachers and all who handle the 

Word of God.  To that end, I exhort you to pray; pray that the Holy Spirit would own and 

empower the preachers and the preaching in this church, while casting aside our natural fleshly 

interferences, which would only stand to hinder the preaching, were it not for the work of the 

Spirit! 

 And so, the Holy Spirit had come upon David with great force, leading us into the second 

portion of chapter 16, which brings us into what I call, a glorious "divine irony," bringing us, yet 

again, to humbly say, "O Lord, to You be all glory...for, Your ways are, indeed, most wonderful 

and past finding out!" 

 

I. The Divine Irony: David's Gradual Exaltation Begins 

 Indeed, God has anointed David king, but how will He now bring the lowly shepherd boy 

from Bethlehem into that high position?  From a human standpoint, this is an impossible 

endeavor, or wishful thinking at best.  Saul has sons in line for the transferal of his reign; David 

is a nobody, a shepherd of sheep, for crying out loud.  The situation is laughable. There is no 

way; there is just no possible line that could be drawn, to bring David to that throne. 

 Well brethren, of course, we know that God's arm is not too short; God can do all things, 

hopefully leading us to understand that if something is His will, then we can be assured, that it 

will come to pass, even if the Red Sea has to be parted, or a dead man has to be raised to life, as 

a means of opening God's way of access.  And what we begin to see happening here in chapter 

16, is the hand of God fulfilling His Word with the shepherd boy, who could take no step 

forward toward the throne, on his own strength, or by his own wisdom.  David; he just has to 

keep being David; just keep taking care of the sheep, remaining faithful and obedient to God; 

singing his beautiful praises to God on his harp, and God will take care of the rest.  

 And then comes an opening strand, of some rather amazing coincidences...of course, we 

know that there are no such things as coincidences; coincidences are merely God's pre-planned 

acts of providence, being worked out in time.  They tend to fascinate us (and rightly so), but they 

are really just God's way of saying, "Uhhh....yeah, I am God, after all, and My will...it must 
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come to pass."  And so, the "man-viewed" coincidences and the "God-viewed" providences, 

begin to take place when God removes His Spirit from Saul, and sends a troubling spirit upon 

Saul to torment him (vs. 14).   

 Now, this act of God fulfills at least two major purposes.  First, it is a right and just 

consequence for the king's failure to honor and obey God.  Saul has dishonored God and His 

Word; he has brought reproach upon the name of God, by violating the ban that was to be placed 

on the Amalekites (remember, he spared king Agag and refused to destroy all of the good things 

of the Amalekites---chapter 15).  Saul blatantly refused to obey the direct Word of God, and so, 

this replacement of a tormenting spirit with the Spirit of God, was God's righteous judgment 

upon Saul.  But then, secondly, our God, who tends to work multiple things out through His 

providential workings, also used this as a means of bringing David closer to his destined throne, 

giving him favor with King Saul.  God brings David from Bethlehem into the service of Saul, by 

this very means. 

 You see, God had given Saul's servants enough wisdom to recognize that Saul's mental 

and inner anguish was the direct result of a distressing spirit sent by God, and furthermore, they 

happened to know of a cure, or of a means of relieving the anguish brought about by this 

distressing spirit.  "O King Saul, if you send your servants out to find a man, who is skillful on 

the harp, that man could play before you, and that will alleviate your anguish.  Orderly, soothing 

music has the potential of relieving distress brought about by distressing spirits."  And so, this 

sounds good to Saul, and he sends them out to find someone who could play well before him, 

with the hope that he will find some form of relief from the torment he was experiencing. 

 But where would they find a skilled harpist?  Hmmm...out of all of the places and   

people in Israel, wouldn't you know that one of Saul's servants has heard of such a man; a young 

teen from Bethlehem; from among the sons of Jesse, named David?  One of the servants answers 

in verse 18, "Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a 

mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person; and the Lord is 

with him." 

 Wow, what a coincidence, huh?  Saul needs a musician to help alleviate his suffering 

brought about by a distressing spirit.  Saul's servant knows of a young man named David, who 
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happens to play the harp, and whom the Lord is with.  The Holy Spirit has departed from Saul.  

The distressing spirit in Saul is used to bring David, the newly anointed king, who is filled with 

the Holy Spirit (who has departed from Saul), into the presence of Saul, in order to make the 

distressing spirit leave, whenever the "Holy Spirit filled" David plays his harp.  Interesting 

coincidence, huh?  Or maybe, just maybe, God has all of this under control, and is magnifying 

His great glory in such an amazing turn of events?  Who knows, perhaps sometime later in 

history, you might even see God accomplish eternal salvation by means of wicked hands and evil 

spirits, who, in the brutal killing of His Son, would actually redeem His people and bring His 

Son into His Kingdom, and onto His universal throne?  But maybe that is just speculation on my 

part? 

 Needless to say, Saul sends for this young man, whose character has already preceded 

him.  Apparently, God has already (though unknowingly to David) revealed David's bravery, 

strength and vigor as a warrior; as one who has attacked and slain bears and lions, while 

protecting the sheep under his care, to this servant of Saul's, who happened to know about these 

things.  And so,  Saul sends messengers to Jesse, requesting service from his son David; the one 

who "is with the sheep" (vs. 19).  David was known as the one who was "with the sheep."  Isn't 

that interesting, brethren?  Again, the one who sincerely cared for his father's sheep; the one who 

willingly risked his life for the sheep, is the one whom God begins to exalt here.  Could David be 

foreshadowing the "Good Shepherd" of Psalm 23, here?  David wrote Psalm 23, didn't he?  And 

he could identify with God in some sense, because David was a caring shepherd himself.  He 

could draw from his own caring, watchful experience with sheep, and proclaim God to be the 

Shepherd of his own soul, who guides, protects and provides for his people.  David could have 

been, and was, identified in a lot of ways, but he was not, in the least bit insulted, by being 

labeled, "the one who is with the sheep."  Does such a label fit you, with respect to the church, 

brethren?  Are you with and in, and among Christ's fold here; is the apple of Christ's eye most 

precious to you...or are you too caught up in things that are outside of the fold?  ["Peter, do you 

love me?....Feed My sheep/lambs"] 

 And so, Jesse sends David to Saul, with a few honorable and respectful gifts, and David 

begins to play his harp before Saul.  The beloved Psalmist opens his heart of worship to God, 

before the king, and indeed, Saul finds relief.  For, whenever David played before him, Saul 
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would feel better and the distressing spirit would leave.  In fact,  God had given David such great 

favor with Saul, that we are told that Saul loved David greatly, and made him his armor bearer.  

David becomes Saul's close acquaintance and confidant, as it were.  And so, in keeping with 

Saul's general practice of taking any valiant/strong man that he saw, for himself (see 1 Sam. 

14:52), Saul sends a request to Jesse, asking that David would be permitted to stand before him 

regularly, as he had found favor in Saul's sight.  And in doing so, Saul has unwittingly brought 

his replacement into his court, as a providential means of preparing the new king for his 

upcoming reign.  Moses, the deliverer of God's people, would be reared, educated and trained, 

right under Pharaoh's nose; right in his very court! 

 

II. Closing Applications 

 1) Brethren, again, notice the glorious mystery of divine providence.  So often, being 

limited by our physical senses, we are tempted to forget just how sovereign and powerful our 

God is.  To borrow the words from Psalm 23, God, our Shepherd, is able to "prepare a table 

before (us) in the presence of (our) enemies."  God does not have to remove the wolves or us 

from the same scene, within which he plans on blessing us.  He can set us up as sheep, wholly 

nourished and cared for, right in the very presence; no, in fact, by means of our enemies!  Do we 

not see this over and over again in Scripture?  And so, I say with the Apostle Paul, in Romans 8, 

brethren, "If the Lord is with you, who can be against you?"  If the God, who made heaven and 

earth and all things, by speaking, is in your corner, who can stop you from reaching your 

preordained destination?  Who can hinder the work that He has begun in you.  "By my God, I 

can overcome an entire troop.  By my God, I can leap over a wall!"  These are statements made 

by David in the Psalms, because he got the picture...the whole picture.  And they were not mere 

parroted words of theology, they were also his "experienciology," if I can create my own word.   

 Everything about David's drive to the throne was clearly, divinely ordained.  In fact, 

every success; every inch of prosperity, was clearly from the hand of God, and he knew this.  

Lord willing, we will see this next time, when we see David face the great giant, Goliath.  But 

even here, David was anointed by God unto receiving the kingdom, and furthermore, David had 

no need to force his way into the kingdom, even after the anointing, because God brought him 
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there.  Can you imagine the thought life of David, when his father Jesse had come out to the field 

to approach him, saying, as it were, "Son, some of King Saul's servants are here to see you.  

They are here to take you to the king, because they believe you can be of assistance to him, by 

the playing of your harp."  What was David thinking, here?  Surely, the God who had anointed 

him, was up to something big, and of course, we know the rest of the story.   

 But brethren, the wondrous thing about all of this, is that God is teaching us such things 

today, in the year 2012, not simply to satisfy our historical interests or curiosities; not simply to 

overwhelm us with magnificent stories from Israel's past.  But rather, so that we can lay hold of 

the unchanging character of God; the consistent revealed character of God, throughout all of 

history, both recorded in Scripture and not, and apply these things to us.  The workings of God in 

the life of David, are not unlike His workings in the lives of all of His people!  The same God is 

at work today in, by and through you.  Do you get that, brethren?  Because, you don't want to 

miss this in your own life, especially with respect to your part in the life of His church.  And so, 

it behooves each of us to ask, "In what way is God working in my life, today, making me more 

fit to serve Christ, in His church and kingdom?"  Am I even conscious of these things, or am I 

missing all of the cues; am I missing all of the providences, both favorable and unfavorable, both 

comfortable and uncomfortable, both soothing and painful, which are meant to train me unto the 

greatest work in all the world?!  Look for His providential hand at work in your life.  You say, 

"Where do I look?"  Look at everything.  Every sphere of your life: your home, your job, your 

position in the church, your trials, your advancements...etc, are all working unto this end.  Don't 

miss it, in the short time you have to serve Christ, in the church militant, before you reach glory!  

[Remember the rare faith of the Centurion] 

 2) We are told that the "Lord was with David."  We saw this with Esther and Mordecai, 

when we went through the Book of Esther.  We recall this spoken about Joseph, and we know 

that this is very applicable to all of God's true children.   

 How can we be certain that God is with us, today?  How can we be certain that we are a 

part of the greatest purpose in this world?  How can we be certain that God is directing our paths 

unto the best end, in our lives?  It can all be narrowed down to one question:  Are you in Christ?  

Are you within the sphere of God's blessing?  Are your sins covered and forgiven by your Holy 

God and Creator?  Are you adopted into His grace; a beloved child of the living God? Have you 
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been sanctified unto a new end; desirous to love, serve and please God?  Are you being made 

more and more like Christ, as a part of the progressive aspect of this sanctification?  Are you in 

Christ, this morning?  Have you been brought from out of the realm and headship of Adam (our 

first father), and into the realm and Headship of Christ?  If so, then the Lord is certainly with 

you.  If not, then you are presently condemned, and nothing but a mere obstacle to your very 

existence; an obstacle soon to be removed, if you do not repent and turn to Christ! 

 The Gospel!!! 

  [Political comments???] 

      

 

The Lord's Supper 


