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The Beauty of Gospel & Law 
1 Tim. 1:8-11 

B.I: Without the bad news that all men are sinners there could be no good news that Jesus 
saves. Law and Gospel are gifts of God 

LTS: Psalm 100 

      This morning we are going to learn some things about the relationship between the 
Law of God and the Gospel of God. In the church of our time many people are 
concluding that there is NO relationship between Law and Grace. To embrace the one is 
to reject the other. If you love the law you have no choice but to reject Christ. Those who 
love God’s law are “Legalists,” they say. And certainly that’s an accurate name for many 
who are trying to earn merit in the eyes of God by their works, but that’s a skewed view 
of God’s law and it misses the point of why God gave it to us. 

    In our text for this morning we are still in the context of Paul’s instruction to Timothy 
about how to address the false teachers in the church of Ephesus. For Paul, this was 
important to do right up front because before He can teach us what it looks like to have a 
gospel-shaped life, He must first address the primary hindrance to it; namely, false 
teaching.  

     Paul understood that the target of all faithful Bible teaching is the human heart. And 
the goal of all faithful Bible teaching is the transformation of the heart. He makes this 
clear in v. 5 when he writes, “The goal of our instruction is love from a pure heart, and 
good conscience, and a sincere faith.” In other words Paul’s preaching, teaching, 
discipleship, and personal ministry were all designed to make an impact on the inner 
person, the real you; your thoughts, desires, ambitions, motivations, beliefs and 
allegiances. The Bible wraps all of these things up with in one comprehensive term; 
namely, the Heart. 

      Paul’s not interested in merely changing our behavior. He’s out to change our “source 
code.” He’s aiming for true spiritual metamorphosis at the deepest recesses of what it is 
to be human. He understands that what sinful humans need to become acceptable and 
pleasing in the eyes of Almighty God is NOT a new religious system, or a clever spiritual 
check-list, but a true work of the Spirit that purifies the heart, the cleanses the conscience, 
and instills a faith that perfectly aligns itself with the truth of who God is and what He is 



doing in the world. And when all of that is fixed in the hidden places of a man, the proof 
of it becomes observable by a life of unmistakable love – a deep love for God and a 
sacrificial love for people.  

     The false teachers, on the other hand, had a different goal. Their teaching was 
designed to identify who were the smartest, most clever and self-righteous people in the 
church. Yes, they taught from the Bible, but in reality they only used the Bible to draw 
attention to themselves by inventing traditions based on O.T. genealogies and spiritual 
myths. The result was far from love. Rather the fruit of their ministry, Paul says, 
consisted of speculations (4) and vain discussions (6) rather than “the stewardship from 
God that is by faith” (4). That is, rather than the ministry of the true gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Read 1 Timothy 1:3-11 

Two main ideas I hope we will see together in this passage:  

I.  The Gospel Shaped Life Does Not Reject God’s Law: 

II. The Gospel Shaped Life Delights in Sound Doctrine as a gospel Grace: 

I. The Gospel Shaped Life Does Not Reject God’s Law: 

1. In v. 8 Paul says, “Now we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully.” I think 
the NAS translates this better than the ESV when, instead of saying “Now” it uses “But” 
to indicate a contrast. Paul is saying, the false teachers are using the law of God to cause 
problems in the church and that’s BAD, BUT we know the law is good. In other words, 
we understand that the problem is not with God’s law but with the men who are using it 
for their own purposes. The Law itself, however, is good! 

2. Beloved, this is so important. Paul is telling us that in the Christian community – that 
is, in the church – the law of God is good. It should not be looked at as anything but a 
precious gift of God to mankind in general and to the church specifically. You as a 
Christian should love God’s law! 

3. Now, let’s define our terms. What does Paul mean when he speaks of the Law. Well, is 
some passages when Paul uses the term law he speaks of law in general. That is, he 
speaks of all kinds of laws. In this case, however, Paul is speaking of God’s moral law. 



He is speaking of the divine revelation of ethics and morality that are given most notably 
in the Ten Commandments.  

4. Now it used to be whenever you mentioned the Ten Commandments everyone knew 
what you were talking about. In America today, however, you are just as likely to speak 
to someone who has never heard of the Ten Commandments as those who have. So let’s 
review: 

5. When God rescued his people, Israel, out of Egypt by the power of ten terrible plagues 
followed by parting the Red Sea so they could cross on dry ground, God led them to a 
mountain called Sinai, or Horeb. On this mountain God gave Moses a divinely inspired 
law code to govern this new nation. Now, there were many laws that the Lord gave His 
people through Moses, but at the core of that larger law code were these Ten 
Commandments. They are as follows: 

1. You shalt have no other gods before me 
2. You shalt not make for yourselves any graven image to worship. 
3. You shalt not take the name of the Lord your God in vain 
4. Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy 
5. Honor your father and thy mother 
6. You shall not kill 
7. You shall not commit adultery 
8. You shall not steal 
9. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor 
10. You shall not covet (neighbour's house, wife, servants, or animals, etc) 

6. These are the Ten Commandments, and all of them (except the fourth) make up the 
core of God’s moral law. And the consistent testimony of Scripture is that the law is good.  

A. Psalm 119:97 “Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day.” 

B. Psalm 19:7 “The law of the Lord is Perfect.” 

C. Rom. 7:14  “We know that the law is spiritual…” 

D. Rom. 7:16 “Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is 
good.” 

E. Rom. 7:12 “So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and 
righteous and good.  



7. Now the important thing to observe here is that in those last four verses we see an 
inspired NT author writing to the NT church. In other words, he is writing to us. So let’s 
not have any attempt to push God’s law off on OT Israel. There is a place for God’s moral 
Law in the church.  

8. In fact, Paul address the question of Who the moral Law is for right here in our text? 
Notice (8-9) Paul writes,  

But we know that the law is good if one uses it lawfully, 
understanding this that the law is NOT laid down for the just but 
for the lawless… etc. 

9. Now some people will use this verse to say that the law is NOT for the church because 
Paul explicitly says “The law is not laid down for the just…” They would contend that 
“the just” seem to be those who have been justified by grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 
But I want to suggest to you that that is not who Paul has in mind here. He is not saying 
that God’s law is NOT for believers or for the church.  

A. The word for “Just” in this verse does not speak of spiritual justification. 
Rather, the best lexicon that I know of (BDAG) defines this term: “upright, 
righteous, conforming to human laws and the laws of God, and living in 
accordance with them.” 

B. In other words, Paul’s word “Just” here refers to people who are already 
willingly submissive to God. So in this verse Pul is saying that the law of God 
is NOT for those who are already submissive to God.  

10. The question now is, why would Paul say that here? Well, you see, the false teachers 
were using the law of God illegitimately. They were taking the law of God with all of its 
moral, civil, spiritual, and even genealogical teachings and using them to teach a kind of 
“deeper life” or higher spirituality for those whom many believed were the spiritual elite 
in the church. Paul is saying, That’s not who the law is for! 

11. Then who is the law for? Paul’s answer to that question is particularly interesting 
when you realize that he uses the Ten Commandments (or most of them) as a kind of lose 
grid to describe who the moral law is for. Let’s pick up in verse nine (9).  

Read 9-10 

12. Who is the law for? 



A. The law is for the Lawless, the Unjust, and the Ungodly, and sinners. These 
terms are lose examples of how to break commandments 1-3 

B. Then there are those who strike their parents, murders, those who practice 
immorality and homosexuality, as well as liars and perjurers.  These terms are 
lose examples of how to break commandments 5-9.  

C. Paul makes no reference to the 10th commandment against coveting, but that’s 
probably because he merely intended this section to be a lose sampling of the 
Commandments.  

D. Also, we might note that he left out the fourth commandment about the 
Sabbath, but that’s because there is nowhere in the NT that one of the inspired 
authors presents Sabbath Keeping as a moral issue. To the contrary, Paul 
repeatedly taught that it should NOT be an issue in the church.  

11. So Paul’s point in all of this is to emphasize that the law was given to deal with moral 
questions and not for myths and speculations. Simply sated, The Law was given to deal 
with sin. It was never intended to the basis of some kind of deeper-life movement. It 
never entered the mind of God that the law should be the basis of self-promotion or self-
aggrandizement. It was given to reveal to man God’s holy standards regarding how to 
relate to Him and to one another. And these standards are not temporal. They are for all 
time.  

12. The reformers understood there to be three uses of the law.  

A. First, there was the civil law the governed Israel as a nation.  

B. Second, there was the theological use of the law by which God uses it to 
reveal the sinfulness of sin, drive us to the end of ourselves so that we would 
cry out for mercy. 

C. Sinclair Ferguson offers a helpful caveat to this use of the law. In his book The 
Whole Christ he writes, 

The way the law exposes sin serves a larger purpose, namely, bringing 
us to see our need, and then to discover the joy of fatherly grace and 
forgiveness. Such a balance is crucial to a right view of God, of grace, 
and of the law… We need to understand, sense, feel, and then delight 
in the grace of law. For unless we are persuaded that God has shown 



his grace I his law as well as in his Son, all we will hear and see at 
Sinai is thunder and lightning”  

D. Third, the didactic use of the law to teach believers the fundamentals of God’s 
will for holy living. Again, Ferguson is helpful here when he writes,  

The law is not a means of justification [i.e. salvation], except in the 
sense that Christ kept it for us. But its substance is the moral shape 
that salvation takes. It is, after all, through the gospel-gift of the 
Spirit that “the law” is written in the heart – not as a “covenant of 
works,” but as a “rule of life.”  

13. The second and third uses of the law reveal how to use the law lawfully – in a manner 
that pleases the Lord.  

A. Now I understand that Paul is not attempting to teach us from this passage 
everything we should know about God’s moral law, but it seems appropriate 
here to ask some questions. 

B. Do you as a child of God have any place in your life for God’s moral law? Do 
you know the Ten Commandments? Are our children familiar with God’s 
moral law? 

C. Listen, the world around us is falling apart and it doesn’t take a theological 
degree to deduce that the reason for it all is because our culture is doing 
everything in its power to eradicate God’s moral law from society in favor of 
the dictates of the flesh regardless of the consequences.  

D. As Christians, one thing that should be obvious for the world to see in us is 
the holiness of God being worked out in our choices. God has called us to love 
our neighbors NOT at the expense of personal holiness but as the fruit of 
personal holiness characterized by “a pure heart, a good conscience, and a 
sincere faith.”    

14. Do you realize that the work of the Holy Spirit of God in your life is for the purpose 
of fulfilling God’s law in you? Turn with me quickly to Romans 8:3-4 

For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the 



law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.  

15. Martyn Loyd-Jones contributes the following:  

The whole purpose of grace, in a sense, is just to enable us to keep the 
law… The trouble with us is that we often have a wrong view of holiness 
at this point. There is nothing more fatal than to regard holiness and 
sanctification as experiences to be received. No; holiness means being 
righteous, and being righteous means keeping the law. Therefore if your 
so-called grace (which you say you have received) does not make you 
keep the law, you have not received grace. You may have received a 
psychological experience, but you have never received the grace of God. 
WHAT IS GRACE?  It is that marvelous gift of God which, having 
delivered a man from the curse of the law, enables him to keep it and to be 
righteous as Christ was righteous, for He kept the law perfectly. Grace is 
that which brings me to love God; and if I love God, I long to keep His 
commandments.  1

15. Now, before we close let’s look at the second point very briefly. What we have seen 
so far is that The Gospel Shaped Life Does Not Reject God’s Law. Second,  

II. The Gospel Shaped Life Delights in Sound Doctrine as a gospel 
Grace.  

Read 10b -11    

“…and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, 11 in accordance with the 
gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.”  

1. After offering the list of vices that are contrary to God’s law Paul scoops up anything 
he may have missed in the words, “And whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine.”  In 
other words, there are all kinds of ways to sin against God’s law that are not mentioned in 
the Ten Commandments. God’s moral law speaks to all of them as well! 

 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies In The Sermon On The Mount, (197)1



2. But the thing that intrigues me most is the standard of sound doctrine that Paul 
establishes. Whatever sound doctrine is, it is always (11) “in accordance with the gospel 
of the glory of the blessed God with which I have been entrusted.” 

3. What is sound doctrine? It is any teaching that is consistent with the gospel. You see, 
the false teachers were into something that was a distraction from the gospel. It was 
leading people away from the gospel. Sound doctrine never does that.  

4. And what kind of gospel is this? It is the GLORIOUS gospel of the blessed (happy) 
God. The false teachers were all about legalistic restrictions and forbidding people from 
enjoying wonderful things that God had created – such as marriage and eating delicious 
food!  

5. You see, what makes the Gospel-Shaped Life so wonderful is that it is offered to us by 
the God is never needy and always ready to give out of the overflow of His own joy. 
That’s why Jesus said things like,  John 15:11  “These things I have spoken to you, that 
my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”  

6. Is God interested in your holiness? Yes! But as you pursue his holiness you will also 
discover that it is the road to true happiness and joy that spills over for the deep waters of 
a joyful, happy God.  

7. So here they are: God’s law and God’s Gospel. Each is given to us to address sin. The 
former is given to expose it, and the latter was given to cure it. We might say that the bad 
news of the law of God is what makes the good news of the gospel so precious and 
beautiful to us.  

8. Have you responded to God’s law by running to God’s gospel? If not, I pray you will 
today.  


