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I. A face-to-face conversation with a friend 

 My friend said, “Adam and Eve were the first two people.  Is that right?”  I said, “Yep.” 

  My friend asked, “Were Cain and Abel their sons?”  I again replied, “Yep.” 

   My friend asked, “Did these boys have children?”  I said, “Cain did, but not Abel.” 

    My friend asked, “Well where did Cain find a wife?” 

 Here is where I blew it—I thought we were about to hear the punch line to the joke 

  So with a bit of a chuckle, I said, “Well, he must have married his sister.” 

   At this point others joined in—And it all became a big joke 

 Above the joking and laughter—My friend asked,  

  “Where is the land of Nod?  Were other people already there?” 

   Why had he asked about Nod? —It took me a minute —Nod was where Cain lived 

    I began to realize—this was not a joke—He had been reading—his questions were real 

     By now it had all turned into a joke about a man marrying his sister 

      The moment was lost   :( 
 

II. A text conversation with my friend (the following morning)  

 

 Me: 

I feel like I owe you an apology.  Last night, when you started the conversation with your question about Adam and Eve, I 

thought you were going to tell a joke.  And then when I didn’t take your question seriously, the whole thing turned into a joke.  

I got home and began to think about it all.  I felt bad.  I got up this morning, and I feel worse about it.  I’m sorry that I did not 

try to answer your questions in a serious manner.  I admit that there is a lot about the Bible that I don’t understand, especially 

about those things in the beginning that you were asking about.  God just did not see fit to give us answers to all our questions, 

such as your question about where the wives of the sons of Adam and Eve came from.  But the Bible does say that Adam lived 

for hundreds of years, and that he fathered many sons and daughters.  So we can assume that Cain must have married his sister 

and raised children.  There was nobody else to choose from.  Sorry again about being a smart aleck.  If you still have questions, 

I will be glad to talk.  Love you.  Jeff  
 

 My friend: 

 Thank you so much no harm done.  I just don’t understand it all sometimes. 
 

 Me: 

I don’t understand a lot of the Bible either.  In some ways it is a complicated book.  But the part about our salvation is simple.  

The bottom line on that part is ‘Salvation is of the Lord’.  God does it all, and thanks to Him we will someday end up in 

heaven.  We have no idea how to get ourselves to heaven.  We have no way to do it for ourselves.  But that is ok, because God 

knows how, and God does it for us.  The part about our salvation is far more simple than most people make it out to be.  The 

truth from the Bible is that God just does it all for us.  God is good. 
 

 My friend: 

 I agree, thanks! 
 

 Me: 

 Your questions are good ones.  I may not have the answers, but we can talk anytime. 
 

 My friend: 

 Love you! 
 

 Me: 

 Love you too. 
 

III. Paul’s sense of urgency to hold to the simplicity of the gospel 



2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted 

from the simplicity that is in Christ.  

2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye 

have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.  
 

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:  

Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.  

Gal 1:8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, 

let him be accursed.  

Gal 1:9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him 

be accursed.  

Gal 1:10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 

of Christ.  

Gal 1:11  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.  

Gal 1:12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 

1Th 2:4  But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 

which trieth our hearts...  

1Th 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, 

ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that 

believe.  
 

IV. What is the Bible’s simple gospel? 

2Ti 1:8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the 

afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  

2Ti 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 

life and immortality to light through the gospel:  

2Ti 1:11  Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  

2Ti 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and 

am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.  

2Ti 1:13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me...  
 

1Co 15:1  Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and 

wherein ye stand;  

1Co 15:2  By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.  

1Co 15:3  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 

scriptures;  

1Co 15:4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
 

V. What did Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection accomplish? 

 A. Christ was our redemption (He paid our debt and bought us back) 

Gal 4:4  But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,  

Gal 4:5  To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.  
 

Heb 9:12  Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having 

obtained eternal redemption for us.  
 

Rev 5:9  And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 

slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  
 

 B. Christ cleansed us from sin (purified us in the sight of God)  
Psa 103:12  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.  
 

Isa 43:25  I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.  
 

Rev 1:5  ...Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,  
 

 C. Christ was our reconciliation (He made God to be at peace with us)  
2Co 5:18  …God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ… 
 

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 

we shall be saved by his life.  
 

 D. Christ was our substitution (suffered God’s wrath in our place) 

Isa 53:4  Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.  



Isa 53:5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 

him; and with his stripes we are healed.  

Isa 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the 

iniquity of us all.  
 

 E. Christ was our remission (removed the consequences of sin) 

Mat 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.  
 

Heb 10:17  And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.  

Heb 10:18  Now where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin.  
 

 F. Christ was our forgiveness  

Eph 1:7  In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;  
 

 G. Christ was our righteousness  
2Co 5:21  For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.  
 

Rom 4:6  Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works,  
 

 H. Christ was our acceptance (Gk.—charitoo—to grace with special honor) 

Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.  
 

 I. Christ is our perfection 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.  
 

 J. Christ satisfied God  
Isa 53:11  He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 

many; for he shall bear their iniquities.  
 

 K. Christ is our justification  
Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  
 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  
 

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 

justified, them he also glorified.  

Rom 8:31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  

Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 

things?  

Rom 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  
 

 L. Christ is our salvation 

Mat 1:21  ...thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.  
 

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  
 

 M. God’s justice regarding Jesus’ works demands salvation for all Jesus died for  

  —If Jesus paid the debt in full for every individual He died for 

 —If Jesus spotlessly cleansed every individual He died for 

 —If Jesus reconciled to God every individual He died for 

 —If Jesus took the wrath of God for every individual He died for  

 —If Jesus hath saved every individual He died for 

 —If God justified every individual Jesus died for 

  —Then every individual Jesus died for must get to heaven 
 

 N. Jesus is the “Successful Savior” 

 —Jesus did not die for all people—Jesus died for His people 

 —Jesus died for the ones the Father gave Him 

 —The Holy Spirit finds each one Jesus died for 

 —Salvation is of the Lord 
 

VI. We don’t get to heaven by our works—We get to heaven by Jesus’ work  

Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we 

should walk in them.  
 

Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight... 

Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  
 



2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 

and grace...  
 

VII. How can we know who is going (or who has gone) to heaven? 
 

 A. My conversation with my wife after preaching a recent funeral  

 

  I said, “Maybe I should have explained how we get to heaven.” 

   “Everybody who knew him knew he was a ‘good guy’.” 

    “Yet, he wasn’t much on church.  A lot of people think you have to do this or that.”  

     “I wonder if people might have been wondering about whether he is in heaven.” 

      “Maybe I should have told them about God’s plan of salvation by grace.” 

       “Yet, maybe they were not in a state of mind to hear such details at a funeral.” 

        “Maybe they just figure he got there on the ‘good guy’ plan.” 
 

  Christy said, “That’s how we know if anybody gets there.” 

   Her words were profound truth—yet little known truth these days. 

    She did not say that his being a “good guy” is how he got there. 

     She said his being a “good guy” is how we know he got there. 

      Nobody does good works, good enough, to get to heaven by good works 

       Yet, you can know the ones who are going to heaven by the good works they do. 
 

 B. How we know who is going (or who has gone) to heaven 

Mat 7:20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.  
 

Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,  

Gal 5:23  Meekness, temperance…  
 

Mat 12:33  Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is 

known by his fruit.  
 

1Jn 3:14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren... 
 

1Jn 4:7  ...every one that loveth is born of God...  
 

1Jn 5:1  Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God...  
 

Act 13:48  ...as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.  
 

1Jn 4:15  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him...  
 

1Co 12:3  ...no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.  
 

C. The ‘good guy’ plan is not how we get there—but how we know who got there 

1Jn 2:29  ...every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.  
 

 

 

 

 
 


