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Undercover Boss 
This passage reminds me of a TV reality show called Undercover Boss. In this reality show, 
CEOs of various companies disguise themselves and begin working as entry-level employees in 
their own companies. This is a way for them to find out what really happens on a day to day 
basis and how their workers are doing. At the end, the CEOs reveal their true identity and reward 
their faithful workers. One reason the premise works is that people have certain expectations of 
what a CEO would or wouldn’t do which blinds them to the possibility that the new hire is really 
their boss! This is the kind of situation that is prevalent at this time in history with the Jewish 
people. The thought of the Messiah as the Suffering Servant rather than the Conquering King 
flew in the face of popular expectations and blinded people to the reality of who Jesus is. 
 
 What do you expect God/Jesus to do in your life today? 
 
The Great Confession (Luke 9:18-20) 
Once Jesus and the disciples have some time alone, Jesus takes the initiative and asks two 
important questions, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ and ‘Who do you say that I am?’ What lies 
behind these questions? At the point in Jesus’ ministry, many are wondering who he is. Herod is 
wondering (Luke 9:7-9). The people who ate the multiplied loaves and fish are wondering (John 
6:14-15). Popular opinion says that Jesus is most likely John the Baptist come back from the 
dead. But some others suggest that Jesus is the Prophet like Moses who was to come, others 
suggest that Jesus is Elijah who was to come and others suggest he is one of the OT prophets 
come back from the dead, possibly Jeremiah. But Peter speaks for the group and makes ‘the great 
confession’ when he says that Jesus is much more than any of these suggestions: ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.’ 
 
 Who would the people you listen to say that Jesus is? 
 
Peter’s Revelation (Matthew 16:16-19) 
The parallel passage in Matthew 16 adds to the story in Luke 9 and lets us know that Jesus tells 
Peter that he did not come up with that idea on his own nor did he get this information from 
popular opinion. Jesus says that Peter could only have seen this to be true and recognized who 
Jesus was as the Messiah if God himself had opened his eyes to see the truth. Jesus also indicates 
that he will build his church, not on Peter, but on the revelation of who Jesus is through the 
proclamation of the gospel and the sovereign work of God’s Spirit in revealing Jesus to sinners. 
 
 What were the human means through which God revealed Jesus to you? 
 
The Path of the Messiah (Luke 9:20-21) 
Jesus knows that a true confession of who he is does not automatically mean that they fully 
understand what it means to say that Jesus is the Christ or the Messiah. The popular expectations 



regarding the Messiah as a coming King to kick out the Romans and establish a kingdom on 
earth in this age were strong and prevalent even among those closest to Jesus. So Jesus affirms 
the confession of his messiahship and then immediately begins to dismantle the wrong 
expectations regarding what that Messiahship will involve. He begins to describe his rejection 
and crucifixion and resurrection. Contrary to popular opinion, the Messiah’s path to glory was 
through the cross. 
 
 Do you struggle with the idea that the path to success is downward mobility? 
 
Peter’s Rebuke (Mark 8:31-33; Matthew 16:21-23) 
Interestingly enough, Peter, the spokesman of the group of disciples, quickly moves from 
speaking the truth about Jesus to opposing the mission of Jesus. Peter can’t imagine a Messiah 
who is killed so he boldly rebukes what Jesus says. Jesus immediately assesses the response of 
Peter and identifies them as the words of Satan who opposes his mission. 
 
 Have you ever been tempted to correct what God says? 
 
Imperfect Perception by the Disciples (Matthew 15:32-16:12; Mark 8:1-26) 
One of the themes that runs through this period of Jesus’ ministry is the need for the disciples to 
grow in their understanding of who Jesus is and what he must do. The disciples’ lack of 
perception and learning from the miracles of the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000 highlight this 
need. The healing of the blind man in two stages also teaches this slow process of growth in 
seeing clearly the truth about Jesus. 
 

Do you find yourself slow to believe what the Word says and to learn from experience? 
 
The Path of the Followers of the Messiah (Luke 9:22-27) 
Not only does Jesus want to clarify that he, as the Messiah, must suffer on the way to glory, but 
that those who want to participate in/benefit from the reign of the Messiah must follow the path 
of the cross as well. To follow a Suffering Servant is to embrace the cross. This means two 
things: (1) submitting my will to do the moral will of God as revealed in his Word and (2) 
submitting to God’s sovereign will in regard to whatever suffering identification with Christ 
might bring. 
 
 The faith that follows believes and speaks. (2 Corinthians 4:13; Romans 10:9-10) 

Who do you personally say Jesus is? 
 
 The faith that follows is rooted in history. (1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-19) 

What are you trusting Jesus for and why? 
 
 The faith that follows loves and loses. (Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 7:24-27) 

Who are you living for? 
 


