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Gospel Implications, Part 4: Christ-Centered Preaching 

Please turn in the Word of Christ to 1 Cor 2 and like we’ve done the past 3 

communion Sundays I’ll be continuing a series called gospel implications. I 

want to prepare our hearts for the Lord's Table as we focus on Christ and 

Him crucified. It was 9 years ago next month I stood in this pulpit as pastor 

of this church for the first time, and the Scripture I read then was this text, 1 

Cor 2:1-5. What Paul says here is how I felt then, and as I look back these 9 

years, wherever God has blessed our ministry it's been when we’ve pursued 

this same focus. I've experienced this passage and I pray I will more, always  

2:1 And when I came to you, brothers, I did not come proclaiming to 

you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 
2
 For I decided 

to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3
 

And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
4
 and 

my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but 

in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5
 so that your faith might 

not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

  

I said on that first Sunday after I first read this text: ‘I pray my ministry will 

always be Christ-centered. I pray this church will always be focused on … 

the supremacy of Christ, the centrality of Jesus Christ for all of life. Paul 

said to the Corinthians he came in weakness [and I said when I came to you 

it was also in weakness] … a few of you know my weaknesses, others will 

know my weaknesses over time, but I come in weakness and in fear and in 

much trembling [like v. 3, and if] the Apostle Paul felt this way, how much 

more should I feel this way!…The ultimate result I pray is that you will see 

that the Lord could use a vessel like me is a demonstration of God’s Spirit 

and of God’s power so your faith will not rest on…man…but on...God.' 

 

I said that then and that’s still my hope and prayer 9 years later. If our Lord 

keeps using this vessel, it’s my hope and prayer for 29 years from now, that 

the Spirit will keep us centering on Christ and the cross, and trembling at 

His Word, and trusting not in man but in the power of God in the gospel.  

 

Let’s pray. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name as we proclaim it 

in the preaching of your Holy Word with the help of your Holy Spirit. Make 

us more holy and humble before it. May my weakness not be a barrier, God, 

may it be a platform to demonstrate your Spirit and power. Send your Spirit 

to bring conviction, clarity, comfort, and above all, bring Christ crucified to 

a place where we would know nothing more than Christ. May He increase 

and may man decrease. May Christ and His gospel be glorified today, amen. 
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10 days ago the Pope, the head of the Roman Catholic religion, spoke to the 

U.S. Congress for the first time ever. He said: ‘Today I would like not only 

to address you, but through you the entire people of the United States.’ His 

speech pleased political liberals as much of his time was arguing for most of 

their views on climate change, environmentalism, economics, immigration, 

getting rid of the death penalty, social gospel causes, etc. Noticeably absent 

was any explicit mention of what conservative Catholics see most important 

in abortion, marriage as biblically defined, and religious freedom, the issues 

most in the news where our government has been recently attacking most.   

I would argue that more significant than that, though, is something else left 

out completely from his speech. Someone else. Jesus was nowhere in Pope 

Francis’ speech. No mention of Christ or Him crucified, forgiveness of sins, 

or really anything distinctly biblical. The name of Jesus wasn’t named once.  

There were some wise things said from a worldly standpoint, lofty language 

and plausible things said, but not the one powerful reality than truly changes 

 

Maybe you would expect that from an ecumenical liberal-leaning Pope in a 

room full of politicians as he holds his own and shows his political wisdom.  

But what about evangelicals in churches who rarely speak evangelistically? 

What about those who claim to be born-again but speak more of politics or 

in politically-correct ways so as not to offend with our unique views? What 

about those who trust Christ and Him crucified alone for salvation but don't 

speak of it? Paul speaks of his compulsion as a true leader of a true church 

in 9:16: 'necessity is laid on me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!' 
 

When Paul was in the capital of Greece, in the Athens Areopagus, he spoke 

to the political and intellectual elites of repentance and Christ's resurrection. 

When Paul stood before Roman government leaders in Acts 26, he didn't 

launch into political issues for the Roman senate. Paul's mission in his own 

words:  "... to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light 

and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of 

sins ... that they should repent and turn to God ... Christ [had to] suffer and 

that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light ..." 

"King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” And 

Agrippa said to Paul, “In a short time would you persuade me to be a 

Christian?” And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to God that not 

only you but also all who hear me this day might become such as I am ...”  

 

Paul was not against persuasion (don't get that idea in 1 Cor 2:4, it's worldly 

methods he avoided). The lost need persuading and pleading (2 Cor. 5:20). 
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We're not against voting or the political realm, we just can't put trust there. 

We're going to hear a lot about politics in the weeks ahead leading up to our 

elections, but we need to remember where the power of God lies to change 

our world. It's the gospel, the word of the cross. See 1:18: For the word of 

the cross [shorthand for gospel of Christ and Him crucified] is folly to those 

who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.  

 

That's the context right before 2:5: so that your faith might not rest in the 

wisdom of men but in the power of God (which he just called the gospel). In 

Rom 1:16 he says ‘I’m not ashamed of the gospel, it is the power of God …’ 

The inspired goal of 1 Cor 2 is in v. 5 that our faith would not rest in man or 

what man considers wise, our faith must be in the gospel, the power of God. 

This is for your faith and mine, to keep our trust in the gospel. We must: 

  1. Renounce Worldly Ways 

  2. Resolve to Focus on Christ and the Cross 

  3. Rely on God's Power and Spirit  

 

1
st
 gospel implication in the text: Renounce Worldly Ways 

Paul says in the end of v. 1 he didn't come to Corinth with eloquence or in 

wisdom, the way of their world. Other versions say superiority of speech or 

brilliance or excellence or fancy words. NIGTC: ‘high-sounding rhetoric or 

a display of cleverness.’ One paraphrase says ‘I didn’t try to impress you 

with polished speeches and the latest philosophy.’ v. 2 says Christ and Him 

crucified was Paul’s total preoccupation. Christ is Greek for Messiah. Jews 

looked for a conquering Messiah, not a crucified Messiah. 1:23 says it was a 

stumbling block to Jews, foolishness to Gentiles. How can God be killed on 

a cross like a common criminal, Gentiles asked? The Jews said our Messiah 

comes to kill Romans and all enemies, he can't be killed by Roman enemies  

 

Worldly wisdom then and now would recommend Paul modify his method, 

remove the gospel’s offenses, refine his language, be subtle, sophisticated. 

In fact, the word sophist comes from Greek culture of the day, the sophists. 

But Paul renounced their sophistry and trusted the gospel as God’s power. 

We don’t change the gospel message. Our world may want something new, 

we preach an old rugged cross. It wants a safe sanitary self-righteous system 

of works, I preach a bloody naked executed man on an ugly cross. Scripture 

says righteous works we do are like filthy bloody menstrual rags to God (Isa 

64:6), we need the righteousness of Christ crucified and His works for us. 1 

Cor 1:23 says that’s folly to pagans and a stumbling block to the religious to 

preach a crucified person as our only hope, but v. 24 says it’s God’s power.  
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The end of v. 21 says we preach this message the world thinks is utter folly 

and God is pleased to use that to save foolish sinners, and to give us in v. 30 

true wisdom in Christ Jesus. God is not pleased, though, if our wisdom tries 

to remove the offense of the cross or Christ's blood, or remake the gospel so 

no one stumbles over it, replace preaching Him crucified by something else. 

Some church-growth gurus see preaching itself as foolishness and say we 

need to bring in worldly ways, methods, marketing to reach a demographic.  

 

Seeker-driven or emerging churches that want to make unbelievers see the 

gospel as more comfortable or cool miss its power in v. 18. A gospel that 

offends nobody saves nobody, but offends the Lord. In v. 19 God’s plan of 

salvation isn’t to make the gospel seem wise to the worldly wise, it says 

God destroys that kind of wisdom by it. He saves not by our cleverness or 

coolness but by foolish-sounding truth that makes us offended by our sin as 

we look at it on the cross. That’s why Paul didn’t come that way, 2:1 says. 

 

Matt Chandler says many pastors of our day 'want to make what we believe 

cool. But...if you've contextualized the gospel to the point where everyone 

likes it, you're no longer preaching the gospel. It doesn't matter how cool 

you are, it doesn't matter how you dress, it doesn't matter how you talk ... 

There's a foolishness to what we believe...if anybody ever says it back to 

you, you know the Holy Spirit's done a work in your life. Like if someone 

says back to you, "Ok, let me get this straight. A virgin [made pregnant by a  

Holy Ghost] gave birth to a guy, who was God, but only part of God, but 

still completely God, but man also? Lived perfectly so they killed him? ... 

he came back to life and then floated back to heaven ... make sure I get all 

this right: one day he's coming back on a white horse, to get us? That's what 

you believe partner?" And what's our response? "Mm-hmm...Yeah I do! 

You wanna come? Wanna go with me? We're gonna meet him in the air"'
1
  

 

We need to embrace the foolish message and renounce worldly methods, #1 

 #2. Resolve to focus on Christ and the cross 

In 2:2 Paul says nothing was more important than Christ and Him crucified.  

Everything about his ministry was about knowing Christ and Him crucified. 

He told the Philippians ‘I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 

worth of knowing Christ Jesus…that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection…becoming like him in his death’ (Phil 3:8, 10). So he preached 

Christ and Him crucified as the centerpiece of His ministry so others would 

know nothing more than Jesus. Other passages say Paul preached the whole 

counsel of God, not just the cross, so I think he connected every truth with it  
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One Puritan wrote:
2
 ‘Preach Christ…a treasure to enrich them, a physician 

to heal them, and advocate to present them…a wisdom to counsel them, as 

righteousness to justify, as sanctification to renew, as redemption to save. 

Let Jesus be the diamond to shine in the bosom of all your sermons.’ Packer 

wrote Christ and Him crucified is ‘the hub of the Bible. The preachers’ 

commission is to declare the whole counsel of God; but the cross is the 

centre of that counsel, and the Puritans knew that the traveller through the 

Bible landscape misses his way as soon as he loses sight of…Calvary.’
3
  

 

Spurgeon said: ‘from every town, and every village, and every little hamlet 

in England, wherever it may be, there is a road to London…so from every 

text in Scripture, there is a road to the metropolis of the Scriptures, that is 

Christ. And my dear brother, your business is when you get to a text, to say, 

‘Now what is the road to Christ?’ … I have never yet found a text that had 

not got a road to Christ in it, and if I ever do find one that has not a road to 

Christ in it, I will make one; I will go over hedge and ditch but I would get 

at my Master, for the sermon cannot do any good unless…Christ [is] in it.’
4
 

 

One of my preaching professors in seminary, Rick Holland, said Christ isn’t 

in every OT scripture, but He should be in every OT sermon. From Genesis 

to Revelation, this is the Word of Christ and Him crucified. The first page, 

Gen 1 points us to Christ the creator, the light of the world who shines the 

light of the gospel in the same way in us in the new creation, 2 Cor 4:6 says. 

Gen 2 in the creation of marriage points to Christ and His church, Eph 5:32. 

Gen 3:15 is the first prophecy of Christ to be crucified, wounded in the heel.  

 

Art Azurdia traces Him through all Scripture: ‘He is the seed of the woman 

who will crush the serpent’s head. He is the ark to rescue the people of God 

... He is the seed of Abraham in whom all the families of the earth will be 

blessed. He is the Passover lamb. He is the prophet greater than Moses. He 

is the pillar of fire in the wilderness. He is the rock struck by Moses. He is 

the heir to the Davidic throne. He is the thrice holy Lord of Isaiah 6. He is 

the greater shepherd of Ezekiel 34. He is Mary’s baby, Herod’s enemy, and 

Simeon’s joy. He is the twelve-year-old boy in the temple [amazing rabbis 

and later as a rabbi He’s] healer of the blind, the provider of the hungry, and 

the friend of the outcast. He is the new temple, the source of living water, 

the manna that gives life, the light of the world, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Father’s true vine. He is the spotless lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world…the resurrected lion from the tribe of Judah…the 

ascended Lord, the ruler of the Church, and the returning Judge of all men’
5
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My unbelieving friend here, have you trusted Christ crucified for your sins? 

Nothing else but faith in Christ alone and Him crucified can get you to God. 

Turn from your sins and turn your eyes on Jesus on the cross in your place, 

and trust Him as risen and ready to receive sinners to His place in heaven. 

My believing friend here, are you looking to Christ and Him crucified now? 

Do you love the gospel? Paul was determined to know (in Biblical language 

that can mean to love) nothing more than the gospel. If you haven't thought 

much of Christ and His cross last week, resolve to renew that focus today.  

 

It’s not just in 1 Corinthians where Paul determined to be Christ-centered: 

- In 2 Cor he says ‘we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ,’ 4:6 

- Next book Gal, he only boasts ‘in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by which the world has been crucified to me and I to the world’ 6:14 

- In Eph he says ‘I…preach…the unsearchable riches of Christ,’ 3:7 

- In Phil he says he rejoices wherever Christ is truly proclaimed, 1:18 

- In Col 1:28 it says ‘Him we proclaim,’ we proclaim Christ above all 

- Next book Paul says ‘we proclaimed to you the gospel’ 1 Thess 2:9 

- In 2 Thess Paul proclaims the glorious 2nd coming of Jesus Christ 

- In next book Jesus was ‘proclaimed among the nations,’ 1 Tim 3:16 

- Next book, 2 Tim 2:8 ‘Remember Christ…preached in my gospel’  

- In the next book Paul proclaims ‘the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us,’ Titus 2 

 

Paul practiced what he preached and calls us to put Christ-centeredness into 

practice as well. Many ministries today seem determined to know popular 

culture, pop psychology, prosperity, professional marketing or politics, but 

Paul’s ministry was determined to know 1 main subject: Christ, His gospel. 

 

Russell Moore in Engaging the Culture without Losing the Gospel writes: 

‘Christian values were always more popular in American culture than the 

Christian gospel. That’s why one could speak of “God and country” with 

great reception in almost any era of the nation’s history but would create 

cultural distance as soon as one mentioned ‘Christ and him crucified.’  

God was always welcome in American culture. He was, after all, the Deity 

whose job it was to bless America. The God who must be approached 

through the mediation of the blood of Christ, however, was much more 

difficult to set to patriotic music or to Amen in a prayer at the Rotary Club’
6
 

 

But gospel lovers resolve to focus on Christ and the cross, #2. 3rdly finally: 

Rely on God’s Power and Spirit (we must rely on God's Spirit and power) 



7 

 

7 

 

3
 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,  

4
 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 

but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 
5
 so that your faith might 

not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 

Notice for Paul it started with him recognizing his weakness in v. 3 so he 

had to rely on God's power in v. 4. It's true for us, knowing our weakness is 

how we know His strength. The demonstration of God's Spirit and power is 

seen when we're in dependence on it. Spirit-empowered preaching is vital if 

I'm to know God's power, and so your faith will not rest in man or his ways. 

An old preacher said I'm better off trying to teach a tiger the value of being 

a vegetarian than trying to persuade the natural man to prefer Christ over his 

natural desires. The Spirit must change us from within through the gospel.  

 

Phil Johnson has said: '"Philosophy, politics, arts, and aesthetics and every 

other kind of worldly wisdom, all of those are utterly devoid of any special 

power to transform a sinner into a saint. We can say the same thing about 

comedy, entertainment, yoga classes, sex education lectures and all the 

gimmicks that are used to draw appreciative crowds without really teaching 

them the true Gospel. There is only one thing that give a sinner a new heart" 

[Jerry Wragg says it's the gospel while] 'praying for the Spirit to move...it's 

not possible to find God through the pursuit of anything worldly or human 

…[if you think] the Gospel is foolishness, I am not about to remove your 

little pagan idols out of the way so that you can have Jesus added among 

them. I'm not clearing out a space for Jesus. We're crushing all the idols. 

We're smashing them all. 2 Cor 10:5, the word of God taking thoughts 

captive, brings down fortresses of all your idolatries...face Christ head on'
7
 

 

Christ-centered spirit-empowered preaching isn't about plausible words or 

persuasive techniques or personal ability, it's about the power of God in the 

gospel as the Spirit draws His sword from the scabbard of Christ. I can do 

my best with word pictures to preach the glory of Christ but without God's 

Spirit you might as well be watching a 3D movie without 3D glasses. Jesus 

said I must be born again by the Spirit to see things of his kingdom. v. 14 of 

our text says unsaved natural men cannot receive the things of God's Spirit.  
[but when the Spirit gives life, we have sight for Christ's glory, 2 Cor 3-4] 

1 Cor 2 sounds a lot like what we've been studying in Jn 14-15: apart from 

Christ we can do nothing, we desperately need the Spirit of Christ to teach 

Christ. The goal of 1 Cor 2 isn’t for you to walk away saying 'what a great 

sermon that was,' I pray you walk away saying 'what a great Savior Jesus is' 
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So as we conclude, we have the privilege of celebrating our great salvation 

by our great Savior at His table. This passage obviously has implications for 

preaching, but it’s not just for preachers, v. 5 says it’s for you to put your 

trust in the power of God, which is the gospel as he explained in chapter 1. 

The word Paul uses in 2:1 for proclaim is the same word used in chapter 11 

for what all Christians do in communion: we proclaim the Lord’s death till 

He comes. So it’s not just the guy standing at the pulpit who’s to proclaim 

Christ crucified, it’s the men and women sitting in pews as the plates pass. 

 

I'm going to pray in a couple minutes, and then the men will gather to serve. 

The Lord's Table is only for those who are living for Jesus as their Lord. If 

you're not sure that's you, or that your life is right with Christ, let the plates 

pass, but take today to determine to know nothing else till you know Christ 

and Him crucified. If we can help you after let us know. If your life is right 

with the Lord but not right with a fellow believer in the body of Christ, the 

Scriptures call you to go and make that right, humble yourself and ask them 

for forgiveness where you offended them, even if it was unintentional or a 

misunderstanding. Go today or as soon as you can to make it right before 

next communion. Jesus said in Mk 11, as you pray, if you have something 

against anyone, forgive. That's in your heart and you can do that in this time 

 

Some of you maybe haven't confessed Jesus as Lord in baptism. That really 

should be the first ordinance and first step of obedience. Confessing Jesus is 

Lord is the normal starting point then celebrating the Lord's Table after that. 

If you're a young adult or even an older believer, if you're a disciple of Jesus 

but haven't been baptized since you became a disciple, the Lord said 'make 

disciples, baptizing them...' The first part of discipleship is baptism, and we 

can talk about that after, and we can do a baptism before next communion. 

 

Let's spend today's communion time truly communing and communicating 

with Christ through His Spirit. Center your thoughts on Christ and the cross:  

- In light of the gospel, Paul renounced worldly ways. Have you done 

the same? Are their worldly ways of thinking you need to renounce? 

- Paul was resolved to know nothing but Christ and Him crucified. In 

this time let's resolve to and really focus on Christ and what He did 

for us, all He is for us. Where do you need to center on the gospel? 

- Paul relied on God's Spirit and power. Are you relying on His Spirit 

and power, which is the gospel. Talk to Him about it, ask for help. 

- I could add a 4th point: rejoice in the gospel, rejoice in the gospel. 

  Let's pray and as we do I'll ask the men to gather 
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