
JUSTIFIED FREELY
Romans 3:21-26

 
REVIEW

(:21)  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
          and the prophets;

     A. “But now” 

1. Having shown the utter failure of all human attempts to solve this problem (:20)  

2. At this time, as opposed to before, when this way was more difficult to apprehend.  

     B. “the righteousness of God” 

1. Not God's attribute of being righteous, but His way for man to be gain righteousness.

2. This is God's plan for justifying people in contrast to man's.

     C. “without the law”

 1. That is, apart, in a sphere different from that in which the law says to man, “Do this and live.” 

2. This statement does not in any way disparage the law but only the erroneous route man has  
    been choosing to satisfy its demands.  

3. The law does a great job explaining righteousness but does not provide the way of achieving  
     it.  The law does much good, but saving souls isn't one. 

     D. “is manifested” 

1. Note, this explaining of the way of righteousness is a main purpose of the whole epistle (1:17). 

2. “Manifest”: obvious, clear, plain, apparent, evident, palpable, distinct, definite, blatant, overt, 
    glaring, barefaced, explicit, conspicuous, undisguised, unmistakable, readily perceived,  
    visible, recognizable, unveiled, revealed, displayed, shown.  The opposite would be masked,  
    hidden, shrouded, or covered.

3. The whole house of the New Testament is filled with the odor of this ointment.

     E. “being witnessed by the law and the prophets”

1. “being witnessed” – the point: Paul is teaching no new thing at all.  

2. “by the law and the prophets” – essentially meant here is all the Old Testament.  See Matt. 
      5:17, 11:13; Luke 24:27.  

(:22)  Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them
          that believe: for there is no difference:

     A. “faith of Jesus Christ” 

1. Faith in Jesus Christ.  Note the focus on the Person, not on the logic or system.



     B. “unto all and upon all”      

1. Righteousness has been brought near to all and is applied to all who believe.

2. This is an emphatic way of saying that all believers, without distinction or exception, are put  
    in possession of this unmerited justification purely by faith in Christ Jesus.

     C. “no difference”            

1. That is, between Jews and others as to their need or concerning the terms for this transaction. 

2. This clearly is a significant theme in the New Testament.  Examples:

    “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich  
      unto all that call upon him.” (Rom. 10:12)

   “[The HS] put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:9)

(:23)  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

     A. “For all have sinned”

1. We differ as to the nature and extent of our sin, but not in its commission.

     B. “and come short of the glory of God” 

1. Man fails to have personal righteousness equivalent to God's. 

2. The idea may be a falling short of the approval of glory.

(:24)  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus

     A. “justified”

1. A judicial act whereby a criminal is declared righteous, as though never having done wrong.   

     B. “freely”

1. As far as the receiver is concerned: unearned, undeserved, unpurchased, a gift.

2. As far as the giver is concerned: under no necessity or constraint, at liberty.

     C. “by his grace”

1. Pure, glorious generosity arising from a merciful heart.

     D. “through the redemption”

1. Scofield makes much of the 3 words translated “redeem” or “redemption”:

     a. agarazo – to purchase in a market (underlying thought: slave market)

     b. exagarazo – to purchase out of a market (never again to be exposed to sale)

     c. lutroo – to loose or set free (by paying a price)



    
     E. “that is in Christ Jesus”  

1. Christ Jesus paid the ransom required to buy us out of our slavery, that price being His own  
    blood (see next verse).  

(:25)  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his  
          righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

     A. “set forth”            

 1. i.e. publicly, openly, before the eyes of all (echoing “manifested” in :21).  

2. Unlike the ark of the covenant which was veiled and only seen once a year by the high priest.

     B. “to be a propitiation through faith in his blood”

1. Propitiate – to gain the favor of.  To atone, appease, placate, mollify, pacify, make peace with, 
    conciliate, soothe.  Opposite: to provoke, enrage, or enflame.  

2. Referenced here is the mercy-seat sprinkled with blood on the Day of Atonement.  This is a  
    token that the righteous sentence of the law has been carried out so that what could be a  
    judgment-seat becomes a mercy-seat and a place of communion.

     C. “to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the  
forbearance of God”

1. To declare – that is, for the purposes of exhibiting to man that God could not let sin go as if it 
    were a mere slip, but demanded – and provided – the atonement.

2. Remission of sins that are past: God passed over, was forebearing of, sins done aforetime in  
    anticipation of the sacrifice to come.

(:26)  To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of
          him which believeth in Jesus.

     A. Another reference to declaration of His provided way for man to be righteous. 

1. Twice in this passage we have “declare,” in addition to “manifested” and “set forth.”

     B. “just and the justifier” 

1. “just” – God had retained the integrity of his character as a moral governor in that he had  
    shown a due regard to his Law and to punishment and to His mercy in pardoning.

2. This is the grand, glorious, special feature of the gospel plan of salvation.  Justice in   
     judgment; mercy in pardoning.  Both in full measure.



A summary of 10 key words and phrases from today's text:

  1. Righteousness of God.  The one effective plan for dealing with man's sin originates with God.

  2. Without the law.  God's plan for dealing with man's sin does not require man to keep the law.

  3. Witnessed.  All the Bible, including all the law and the prophets, attests to this one same plan.

  4. No difference.  God's plan for salvation is the same for everybody. 

  5. Redemption.  God's plan involves buying back and setting free sinners.

  6. Justification.  God's plan involves declaring sinners completely and eternally just before God.

  7. Christ Jesus.  God's plan rests on the substitutionary death of His Son, sent to earth for that cause.

  8. Faith.  The way personally to apply God's plan is by simple faith in His Son.

  9. Just and Justifier.  All the plan and all the work and thus all the glory are God's.

10. Manifested.  God's eternal plan for saving sinners is now openly and clearly declared.

DISCUSSION

1. God has a salvation plan that is 100% effective. Yet man has a history of planning his own way to his 
    own hurt. Please give Scriptures that speak to this issue, and provide Bible and personal examples.

2. Answer those who say that a salvation plan that doesn't take in account behavior is not fair.

3. Explain the difference between regeneration, sanctification, and justification.

4. Explain what today's text says is “manifested,” “set forth,” and “declared.”  Explain, in other words,  
    to use current language, what God has made as plain and obvious as the nose on your face.


