
LOVING JESUS
JOHN 21:15-17

INTRODUCTION
How is it that we come to love a person?  I want you to think about some of
the people you love and how you came to love them.

Some of the things that brings forth our love for other people should also bring
forth our love for Christ.   Let me give you five things:
1. Sometimes we can come to love a person because we are

mysteriously drawn to their person.  
We call it love at first sight.  This is rare.

2. We can come to love a person because of their relationship to us.  
We have a love for members of our family because they are family.

3. We can come to love a person because of their love for us. 
We often develop a love for those who love us.  It just makes sense
that love should begat love.

1 John 4:19–“We love Him because He first loved us.”  

When you realize how much Christ loves you, how can you help but
love Him?

4. We can come to love a person because of something they do for us. 
We come to love those who make great sacrifices for us–rescuing us or
perhaps a gift.  (e.g.  Episode of Andy Griffith where Andy saves
Gomer’s life)

5. We can come to love a person as we come to know them better.  
In fact, the love we have for a person that we already love becomes
deeper as we get to know them.

The more a person gets to know Jesus, the more he loves Him. 

Now I want you to think about these 5 things and Simon Peter for a
moment:
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1. For Simon Peter and his brother Andrew it was love at first sight
when they met Jesus.
Andrew was one of John the Baptist’s disciples.  He was first
introduced to Christ by John the Baptist who said, “Behold the Lamb
of God!”   Andrew then followed Jesus home and spent the day with
him.  

Then Andrew goes and finds Peter and tells him, “We have found the
Messiah.”  And he brings Peter to Jesus.  (John 1:36-42)

We know it was love at first sight because Jesus came by where they
were fishing shortly thereafter and just said to them, “Follow me and I
will make you fishers of men.”

The Bible says that they straightway left their nets, and followed him.
(Matthew 4:18-20)

Think about that for a minute.  These fishermen just left their nets and
followed Christ.  That is unusual if you know anything about
fishermen.

2. Peter came to love Jesus more because of his relationship with
Jesus.
Peter became a disciple–a follower, a learner–of Christ.
Peter was not just a disciple, but was in Christ’s inner circle–Peter,

James, and John.
So, Peter had a close relationship with Jesus.

3. Peter understood that Jesus loved him.
John 15:12–“This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I
have loved you. 13Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.” 

4. Peter knew that Jesus had done something great for him.
Jesus had kept him from drowning when he went walking to him on
the water and Jesus had died for his sin.
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5. Peter had many opportunities to get to know Jesus and grow in his
relationship with Christ.

But in our text, Peter was disappointed in himself because he failed the
Lord:

1.  Peter’s boast.  (Luke 22:31-34)

2.  Peter’s lapse– denial. 
Although I believe Peter loved Jesus, it did not look like it as
he stood warming himself at “a fire of coals” 
(John 18:18 cf. 21:9)

3.  Peter’s restoration. 

Peter went from this FAILURE to FORGIVENESS to FAITHFULNESS. 

Jesus is the God of the second chance (and third chance!). 
Jesus gives Peter three chances here to redeem himself publicly.
 
I.    THE DECLARATION OF SIMON PETER’S LOVE FOR

JESUS. 
Jesus asked Peter “LOVEST THOU ME?”

      Jesus wants a DECLARATION of our love. 

Notice that Jesus did not condemn Peter.  
He didn’t say, “Peter, why did you deny Me?”

            Jesus did not ask Peter– “How many souls have you won to Me?” 
Jesus did not ask Peter– “How much money have you given to

Missions?” 
Jesus did not ask Peter– “How often do you pray?”

          Jesus simply asks the question: “Do you love Me?” 
Here is something that is both simple and profound:

If we really love Christ, all the other areas in our life will be just as
they need to be!
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Jesus gives Peter the opportunity to reaffirm his love three times here.
The same number of times that he denied the Lord.

Jesus desires our love– He says to you and to me today, 
“Do you love Me?” 

He wants us to both tell Him and show Him– Privately and Publicly!
         A.   Love is more than just an attraction.

         B.   Love is more than just an admiration. 
It involves unrivaled, undivided loyalty.

C.   Love is more than just affection. 
Love is a deep devotion for another that expresses itself in
sacrifice and service!

THE DECLARATION OF SIMON PETER’S LOVE FOR JESUS.
II.  THE DEVOTION OF PETER’S LOVE FOR JESUS.  

Jesus asked Peter, “. . .Lovest thou me MORE THAN THESE?”
 
     Jesus not only wants a DECLARATION of our love, He wants the

DEVOTION of our love!   He wants us to love Him supremely!

Matthew 22:37–“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” 

         A.   Our love for Christ must take precedent over anything else!

         B.   Our love for Christ must be preeminent over anyone else!

         C.   Our love for Christ must be preferred over all others! 
 
III. THE DEMONSTRATION OF PETER’S LOVE FOR JESUS!   

After Peter affirms his Love for Christ, Jesus said to Him, 
“. . .FEED MY LAMBS.”
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Jesus not only wants a DECLARATION of our love, and the
DEVOTION of our love, He wants a DEMONSTRATION of our
love!

  
         We are to love in DEED. 

1 John 3:18–“My little children let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth.

         When a person loves God, you can tell it!
1 Cor. 8:3–“But if any man love God, the same is known of him.”

When we love someone, we try to please them.
When we love someone, we love to think about them.
When we love someone, we love to communicate with them.
When we love someone, we avoid fellowship with folks who hate

them.
When we love someone, we like being with their friends.
When we love someone, we rejoice when they are lifted up.
When we love someone, we like to brag about them to others.
When we love someone, we like to be in their presence.

         A.   When We Love Christ, We Will Keep His Words!
(John 14:21-23)

         B.   When We Love Christ We Will Love The Brethren! 
(John 13:35) 
1 John 4:21- “And this commandment have we from Him,  That
he who loveth God love his brother also.”

         C.   When We Love Christ We Will Give Sacrificially To Him! 
(e.g.  Luke 7:36-48 – the woman with the alabaster box...) 
2 Cor. 8:7-8–“Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith,
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your
love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 8  I speak not
by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others,
and to prove the sincerity of your love.”
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         D.   When We Love Christ We Will Be Looking For His
Coming!   
2 Timothy 4:8–“Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that
love his appearing.” 

2 Thess. 3:5–“And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”

         E.    When We Love Christ We Will Serve Him! 
Our love for Christ will be evidenced in MINISTRY IN HIS
NAME! 

It is impossible to demonstrate your love for Christ apart from
involvement with His Church! 

He loved the Church and gave Himself for it! 

If we love Him, we will love what He loves! 

Conclusion 
Loving Jesus is:
          Supreme love -“More than these” - loving him above anything and
anyone else

          Suffering love (vs. 18-19)- being willing to suffer anything for the one
he loved;

          Submitting love (vs. 20-22) – willing to follow wherever the One he
loves leads.

Do you really love Jesus?  Or are you just giving lip service to the idea.

Are you affirming it with your lips and with your life?
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