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WHO ARE WE: CCL? 
 (SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2013) 

SCRIPTURE: 10 WORDS; MATTHEW 16:13-19 

INTRODUCTION 

Church of Christian Liberty, assembly of the Lord, it is especially when the Lord tests us through 

trials and difficulties that He calls us to consider who we are as a local church. The last eight years 

have been filled with a number of challenges and have been trying times for this church. At various 

times I have done statistical studies on the makeup of the church. Consider one snapshot of this 

congregation over the past 16 years. 

• In 1997 there were approximately 180 people that were considered as part of this local church 

either as members or regular attendees. 

• In July of 2002 that number had increased to nearly 220.  

• By November 2005 we were at about 140.  

• October 2013, eight years later we are at about 120 members and regular attendees. 

Of course, attendance and numbers are not the measure of a church. But the numbers do reveal at 

least in part the challenges and difficulties that we experienced in this time. 

In 2 about two years, Lord willing, we will celebrate our 50th anniversary. All throughout Scripture, 

the challenge of the 2nd and 3rd generations is presented very clearly. The 2nd generation test is a very 

real challenge. Generational faithfulness is not the only goal, but the challenge for the second and 

third generations is very real and difficult – not only the spiritual challenges but also the practical 

challenges. 

Recall the life of godly King Josiah who brought about tremendous religious and civil reforms. At age 

39 an arrow from an Egyptian archer mortally wounded him. His three sons and one of his 

grandsons sadly undid all his hard work. The Babylonian captivity really started with the death of 

King Josiah. Perhaps we might even say that the Lord has brought trial and hardship to this church 

to better underscore the reality of what we face continuing in the second and third generations. 

The purpose of my sermon is therefore to encourage us from God’s Word, specifically several 

passages from the New Testament, and to remind us of who we are as a church and what God 

expects of us if we hope to continue to be a faithful church in the service of King Jesus.  
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Today and the next two weeks, Lord willing, we will be considering the Doctrine of the Church of 

Jesus Christ and what that means for local churches. 

First we will briefly examine the origin and meaning and use of the word church in the NT and its 

connection to the Old Testament.  

We will then consider three aspects of the meaning and significance of the word Church as found in 

the New Testament. 

1. First that we are part of Christ’s Victorious and Universal Church along with all those throughout 

time who through faith confess Christ as their Messiah. 

2. Second that we are a local body that God in His Providence has assembled. As such we are called 

to love each in other in difficult ways and labor together in a difficult work. 

3. Not only are we part of God’s Universal Church and not only are we a local assembly but we are 

part of a larger geographical Church – the Church of Arlington Heights or perhaps the Church of 

Chicago. 

Origin, Meaning, and Use of the Word Church in the NT and Its Connection to the Old 

Testament 

The word church is not a direct translation from either the Old or New Testament. Our use of the 

word church comes from Old English, which comes from the Dutch and German words kerk and 

kirche respectively. These words come from the Medieval Greek word kuriakon, which means the 

Lord’s House.1 This word then came to be used in the translating the Greek word for assembly. 

The most general term in Scripture for those who belong to God is the “people of God.” The Apostle 

Paul writing in II Corinthians 6:16 says,  

“And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living 

God. As God has said: ‘I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, 
And they shall be My people.’”  

This covenant promise, they shall be my people, is used 16 times in Scripture to express the heart 

of God’s covenant relationship with His people. The expression was often used in the prophets in 

calling Israel to repentance and fellowship with God. While Israel was called to be God’s people, she 

often through her rebellion broke covenant and fellowship with God. Simply being an Israelite then 

did not guarantee themselves as enjoying salvation even as Paul writes in Romans. The use of the 

                                                
1 From the Oxford American Dictionary – Apple Macintosh System X.3, 2005. 
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term people of God speaks to all areas of life – worship and work. It is the broadest sociological 

aspect of the church.2 

Two different Hebrew words are used in the Old Testament3 in describing Israel gathered as an 

assembly or a congregation. One word, qahal,4 denotes the gathering of people, while ‘edah,5 refers 

to what is gathered, considered as an organized people. While these two words have much in 

common, there are some differences, which we will not take the time to discuss this morning.  

In the NT, the Greek word, ekklesia, takes the place of both of these words6. Ekklesia means 

etymologically “the-called-out ones,” but its better meaning is “assembly,” or the “called-together 

ones.” In the Greek world, the ekklesia referred to the assembly of citizens of the city who were 

called together in a public place to discuss important business.7 The NT uses the word 118 times; 115 

times it is translated as church and 3 times as assembly. It is significant that the Septuagint (The 

Greek translation of the OT) uses the word ekklesia in describing the assembly of Israel at Mt. Sinai, 

at the dedication of the temple, and for the dedication of the city after the exile. The NT usage of the 

word shows that the church is the rightful assembly of the LORD. We are God’s people grafted into 

the one True Vine. Though on earth, we are citizens of a Heavenly city that have been assembled 

together through the working of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

This morning I will be presenting three of the uses of the word church from the NT as we consider 

who we are as the Church of Christian Liberty. For we are not just a bunch of people who happen to 

show up together on Sunday morning and at other times of the week. We are also not just a church 

that happens to have several educational ministries. Our identity of who we are must first and 

foremost come from God’s Holy Word. And so this morning we will consider 3 things concerning the 

nature of the Church and our own local church – The Church of Christian Liberty. 

 

1. CHRIST’S VICTORIOUS AND UNIVERSAL CHURCH, MATTHEW 16:13-19 

Matt. 16:13   When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 

                                                
2 James Jordan, The Sociology of the Church, p. 296. 
3 James Jordan, The Sociology of the Church, p. 295. 
4 Strong’s Number: 06951 
5 Strong’s Number: 05712 
6 Ibid., p. 298. 
7 Peter Leithart, Against Christianity, Canon Press: Moscow, ID, p. 30. 
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Matt. 16:14   So they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets.”  

Matt. 16:15   He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 

Matt. 16:16   Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 

Matt. 16:17   Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-jonah, for flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to 

you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 

not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” 

This is a passage full of important truth. We have covered this passage in greater detail about three 

years ago. I would be happy to share with you some of my notes if you are interested in again 

reviewing this passage. Let us consider several key points from these verses. 

First, we note that Peter’s confession came because it was revealed to Peter through the Father 

which is true for all others who confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Peter’s confession, 

though short, embraces all that is contained in our salvation for it confessed Jesus as the Christ or 

Messiah. It confessed Jesus as the Son of the Living God.  

Second, we have in this passage the first use of the word ekklesia or church as it is translated in the 

New Testament. The use of the term here shows continuity with the Old Testament concept of 

assembly. The assembly or church of which Jesus is speaking here is the True Assembly made of all 

who through faith and the revealing of the Father have made this same confession concerning Jesus. 

This is the first assembly or church that we have been made a member of. And it is this great church 

that Jesus says is the one He builds. And this must always be our focus as we consider our own local 

assembly or church. Jesus Christ is the foundation for this church universal and for the church local. 

Of course, this is something we do know already and it of course does not mean that we do not labor 

to see our local assembly grow, but the bottom line is always the work that Jesus does in building His 

Church. In Acts 2:47 we are reminded of this same truth that it was the Lord who added to the 

church daily such as should be saved.  
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Third, we are reminded that the assembly that Jesus builds will be victorious over all things. The 

gates of hell will not prevail against this the true Assembly of God’s people. Death and Satan will not 

prevail against the Assembly that Christ is building. And this is a promise that applies to each of us as 

individual believers.  

Fourth, we are reminded in this passage that Christ’s Church will always be in a state of conflict 

while on earth. On earth we are all a part of the Church Militant. John Calvin said that this promise 

is “as it were, the sound of a trumpet, calling us to be always ready and prepared for battle.”8 There 

were plenty of religions and cults that sought the protection under the Roman system of government, 

who were happy with the status quo. But Christ’s Church could not remain content with business as 

usual. One author has written,  

“The Church presented herself not as another ‘sect’ or cult that existed under the umbrella 

of the polis; she was an alternative governing body for the city and the beginning of a new 
city.”9 

So as we consider our own local church, we must always consider it first from the perspective of 

Christ’s Universal and Victorious Church. It is Christ who builds His Church and makes it a 

victorious army. And it is in this Universal and Victorious Church that our greatest allegiance lies. 

Local churches may be removed from existence. The church at Ephesus no longer exists, but Christ’s 

True Church will always exist. 

Fifth, this passage teaches us that as members of this true Church we are not free to believe 

whatever we want to believe. There is no freedom to define the gospel however we want to. The 

reference in verse 19 to the keys of the kingdom given to Peter and to the other apostles shows that 

we are not also free to simply do whatever we want to do. The authority of the apostles is secured in 

the NT. It is demonstrated in the faithful preaching of God’s Word and in the exercise of appropriate 

discipline. Christ is the head of His true church. As such our goal is to submit to His authority in all 

areas of life. 

 

2. WE ARE ALSO A LOCAL ASSEMBLY CALLED TO LOVE EACH OTHER AND WORK 

TOGETHER IN DIFFICULT WAYS, MATTHEW 18:15-20 

                                                
8 John Calvin, Harmony of the Gospels, p. 217 (Computer Edition) 
9 Peter Leithart, Against Christianity, p. 31. 
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The second usage of the term ekklesia or church occurs two chapters later in Matthew 18. Listen to 

verses 15-20. 

Matt. 18:15   “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between 

you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he will not hear, 

take with you one or two more, that “by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 

established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to 
hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. 

Matt. 18:18   “Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

Matt. 18:19   “Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that 

they ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 
gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” 

Again there is much in this passage that we could consider, but it is interesting that this second usage 

of the word ekklesia now deals with a local assembly or a local church. This is evident from the 

context of what Christ is saying. Here we have for us the Law of Christ as it concerns all local 

churches. 

Isn't it significant that this second passage which here explicitly deals with how we are to function in a 

local church deals with the subject of internal strife and problems and how these problems must be 

resolved? 

It is also significant to consider the context of these verses. What do you find in the previous verses? 

Jesus talks about rescuing a lost sheep – leaving the 99 sheep to find the one that is straying. 

And what follows the instruction of verses 15-20? Jesus deals with the related subject of forgiveness, 

and specifically the extent of our forgiveness. 

The subject material of verses 15-20 is often summarized as church discipline. I am sure I have used 

this term to describe these verses many times. I don’t think that is wrong, but the focus perhaps is not 

so much discipline as rescue and forgiveness of one who is in sin. Now when someone persists in sin, 

discipline is exercised, but the goal is to win your brother. 

Being part of a local church is not optional for any who call themselves part of Christ’s church. And 

with this comes the call to love each other in ways that are difficult. 
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Why is Matthew 18 such a difficult practice for us? It is difficult for two reasons. First, our normal 

course of business is not to deal with people according to the command of Jesus. We would much 

rather tell other people about what our brother has done than to deal with our brother as we should. 

You know this to be true. 

Second, the command of Jesus calls us to have the strength to lovingly confront a brother who has 

sinned against us or is in sin. The expression in verse 18, sins against you means that the sin of the 

offending brother is a private sin that we have knowledge of. James gives us a similar command. 

James 5:19   Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns 

him back,  20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a 

soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.   

This then is the duty and responsibility of all who are in a local church. For in doing this, we are able 

to win a brother and save a soul from death and cover many sins. Church of Christian Liberty this is 

part of what it means to be part of Christ’s Church. Are we committed to do this? It has been said 

that one of the faithful marks of a local church is the exercise of discipline. But the discipline of a local 

church is not just the pronouncement of excommunication by a church and the elders of a church 

but rather it includes the willingness to confront other brothers and deal seriously with sin. This is not 

our natural inclination. 

 

3. CHURCH OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS OR CHICAGO 

Not only are we part of Christ’s victorious church having been assembled together in this local 

church, but we must also see ourselves as part of God’s people in this local geographical area. The 

word ekklesia is used this way at least 10 times in the book of Acts and over 30 times in other parts 

of the NT.  

Acts 8:1 Now Saul was consenting to his death [Stephen’s]. At that time a great persecution 

arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 

regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  2 And devout men carried Stephen to his 
burial, and made great lamentation over him.  

Acts 9:31 Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 

were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they 
were multiplied.  
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The church at Jerusalem was not one mega church, but rather consisted of numerous assemblies or 

local churches that met in homes all throughout Jerusalem. Some have estimated that there were 

25,000 believers in Jerusalem.10 While we don’t know all the details of their organization, these 

churches were overseen by the apostles and certainly would have had their own elders. James served 

as a leader in the church in Jerusalem.  

This way of thinking of local churches is a view that I believe deserves greater thought and attention. 

This way of thinking has become somewhat overwhelmed by both denominational emphasis and by 

an overemphasis on independence. Lack of persecution, general prosperity, and ability to travel 

rather long distances in short periods of time have also affected this way of thinking. And certainly 

this is not the only way of thinking of a local church, but I do believe that as we think of the Church 

of Christian Liberty we must also think of our church in terms of the church in Arlington Heights or 

the Chicago area. Now how we do this in practical terms in not simple. Part of the answer is prayer, 

worship, working together. To some extent the day school and even homeschool program have 

helped us work with other local churches. But we need to be even more self-conscious of how not just 

the ministries of the church relate to the broader area, but the church itself. Certainly we have some 

important doctrinal differences with some of the local churches in the area. And there are churches 

where I don’t believe we could have any fellowship with, such as the First Presbyterian Church here 

in Arlington Heights or the United Methodist Church a few miles east on Euclid. I don’t believe we 

could ever join for worship with the local Roman Catholic churches either. These are churches that 

have denied the gospel through their official doctrine and practice. 

But thankfully there are other local churches in this area that are faithful representations of the body 

of Christ. We pray specifically for a number of them.  

There are also many who have left our own church for various reasons. It can be difficult to see these 

families and always relate well with them. God has used this congregation. And our prayer is that He 

might be pleased to use us to bless many other Christians in the Chicagoland area. God has given us 

an incredible opportunity to this end. May we faithfully pray and work for the glory of King Jesus in 

our own area. 

CONCLUSION 

Church of Christian Liberty, we are first and foremost to see ourselves as part of Christ’s Victorious 

and Universal Church. May we never lose our devotion to our Lord and to the Word inspired by the 

Holy Spirit. May we be a church willing to love each other in difficult ways. May we also be those 

                                                
10 Derek Carlsen, Faith and Courage, Capetown: Christian Liberty Books, p. 193. 
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willing to unite together in laboring for the sake of the gospel. There is still much work to be done. 

For all that God in His grace has allowed us to accomplish, I believe that there is even greater work 

that we may be able to do if we remain faithful. We must make sure that we do not lose our first love. 

We must then also look for ways to see ourselves also as part of the Church of Christ in Arlington 

Heights and the Chicago area. This to is also part of our history and identity and may it continue to 

be an area for much ministry and service. 

Connection with the Lord’s Supper. 

Close in prayer. 

 

Hymn 359 

 

BENEDICTION – HEBREWS 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set 

before us,  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary 

and discouraged in your souls. 


