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Near the beginning of Tolkien's book The Silmarillion, two trees are made to give 

light on earth. Their names are Telperion and Laurelin. Telperion is the white tree, 
giving the light of the moon. Laurelin is the golden tree, giving the light of the sun. From 
the light of these trees, the high elf Feanor made the Silmarils, gems that captured the 
light from the trees. Also from the tree Telperion comes the white tree of Gondor that is 
on its flag, the flag of Aragorn: a white tree with seven stars. Light and life are closely 
tied together in the stories of Tolkien. Scholars have noted the reflection this 
connection has with the Bible. For, in the Bible as well, life and light are closely tied 
together. In the creation story, for instance, God creates the sun and the moon on day 
4 to give life to plants and animals, for they cannot live without the sun. Light also is 
vital, since we cannot see what we are doing without it. When humanity fell into sin, we 
fell into darkness, as Paul says in Romans: our foolish hearts were darkened. Light left 
at the same time as life left. We died when we entered into darkness, and we entered 
into darkness when we died. 

God, however, did not allow us to stay in that pitiful state. He promised that life 
and light would once more come to us. One of the more beautiful expressions of that 
promise is the lampstand in the Holy Place of the tabernacle. The lampstand 
represents both life and light. 

The lampstand represents life because it was made to look like a tree. This 
reminded the Israelites of not just any tree, but the tree of life in the Garden of Eden. 
The decorations were meant to look like a tree that had all three stages of life in it: 
budding, blooming, and ripening with fruit. The message was plain: where God is, there 
is also life. 

The beauty of the lampstand here is that it was in the Holy Place, not in the Most 
Holy Place. If you think back to the Garden, the tree of life was in the Most Holy place, 
as it were. It was inaccessible once the angels guarded the way back to the garden. 
But God brought the tree nearer by putting it in the Holy Place in the Tabernacle. He 
was getting nearer. He would get a lot nearer still in the person and work of Jesus 
Christ, who is the light of the world, and in whom there is life eternal. More on that later.  

The decorations also had a practical purpose, of course. They were to catch any 
oil that might spill down the the “limbs” of the tree-lampstand. 

The oil used would be similar to the sap of trees. Just as sap runs through the 
trees, and is the life of the tree, so also is oil the life of the lamp. In Zechariah 4, we 
find this same imagery, which is usually interpreted to mean the Holy Spirit: 

Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man 
who is wakened out of his sleep. And he said to me, "What do you see?" 
So I said, "I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl 
on top of it, and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven 
lamps. "Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other 
at its left." So I answered and spoke to the angel who talked with me, 
saying, "What are these, my lord?" Then the angel who talked with me 



answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these are?" And I said, 
"No, mis the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:`Not by might nor by power, 
but by My Spirit,' Says the LORD of hosts. `Who are you, O great 
mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall bring 
forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace, grace to it!"'" Moreover the word 
of the LORD came to me, saying: "The hands of Zerubbabel Have laid the 
foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know 
That the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you. For who has despised the 
day of small things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the 
hand of Zerubbabel. They are the eyes of the LORD, Which scan to and 
fro throughout the whole earth." Then I answered and said to him, "What 
are these two olive trees-- at the right of the lampstand and at its left?" And 
I further answered and said to him, "What are these two olive branches 
that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the golden 
oil drains?" Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these 
are?" And I said, "No, my lord." So he said, "These are the two anointed 
ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth."

The difference in Zechariah, of course, is that there are seven lampstands, 
instead of one. In Revelation 1, we find seven lampstands as well: 典hen I 
turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven 
golden lampstands, and in the midst of the seven lampstands One  means, 
therefore, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are right at the center of it all. Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit bring new life, just like the tree of life in the Garden of Eden, which, 
incidentally, will be available to us all once more, as Revelation 22 tells us: 的n 
the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which 
bore twelve fruits, each tree yiel

Not only does the tree symbolize life, it also symbolizes light. It was dark in 
the tabernacle, you know. With all those hides of animals covering everything, it 
would have been impossible for the priests to carry out their duties unless there 
was some light in there. The lampstand was taller than the table of the 
showbread. We often get a mistaken impression of this lampstand. It was a free-
standing lampstand. It was made out of a talent of gold. A talent of gold weighs 
about 75 pounds. So, it was probably around 5 feet tall. The significance of this 
lies in the fact that it was tall enough to cast its light on the table of the 
showbread. Remember from last week that we said the table was connected to 
the altar of incense, and here we see that the lampstand also was connected to 
the table of the showbread. Life and light and certainly connected when we think 
of the Lord's Supper, and Jesus' own promise that eating His flesh and drinking 
His blood is symbolic of life itself. 

Jesus is the light of the world. The Word who spoke light into existence at 
the very beginning of it all is the same Word who became flesh and tabernacled 



among us, bringing light to us. As John 1:4 says, 的n him was life, and that life 
was the light of me

Hail the heav'n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

It is perhaps no accident that we put lights on our Christmas trees! This year, as 
you decorate your Christmas trees with lights, you can remember Jesus, the 
light of the world, who brings the tree of life close to us in His own person.  

Jesus brings life to all the dark places of our hearts that need it so much. 
He brings light and life to our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who gives us that 
new heart, while taking out that old heart. 

Has God done that in your life yet? Have you seen the light and life that 
He brings? What happens when God does that in your life, is that not only do 
you have new life, but you are also full of light, a light that other people cannot 
help but notice. Jesus tells us at the same time that He is the light of the world, 
but also that we are the light of the world. We are the light of the world, because 
we have been set alight by the light of the world in Jesus. Someone has well 
said, 典he world has no light other than the light which we shed abroad, by 
holding aloft the lamp of the Word uld have it, that the Lord would keep oil 
burning in your lamp? And do you pray that you would not set your lamp under a 
bushel, but would rather put it on its lampstand, so that it gives light to the whole 
house? 

The mission of the church in evangelism, discipleship, and the means of 
grace is designed to spread this light and life to all those around us. We are the 
ones that god has chosen to spread His life and light. Yes, that's right us poor 
broken sinners, us jars of clay. The thing about the life and light of Jesus is that 
He overcomes all our weakness in order to show just how powerful that light and 
life can be. I will close with an illustration that J.B. Phillips once used, and 
quoted by Phil Ryken. It is a conversation between a senior angel and a junior 
angel. The senior angel shows the junior angel around the galaxy, and so they 
come to look at earth: 

As the two of them drew near to the star which we call our sun and to its 
circling planets, the senior angel pointed to a small and rather insignificant 
sphere turning very slowly on its axis. It looked as dull as a dirty tennis ball 
to the little angel wh by濫 的ndeed I do. That ball, which I have no doubt 
looks to you small and insignificant and not perhaps overclean, has been 
viok him back in human history) While...the two of them moved nearer to 
the spinning ball, it stopped its spinning, spun backward e appeared here 
and there on the dull surface of the globe little flashes of light, some 
merely momentary and some persisting fodom breaking into the minds 
and hearts of people who live upon the earth. Not many people, you see, 
can hear His Voice or undersrcling round the sun, and then, quite 
suddenly, in the upper half of the globe there appeared a light, tiny, but so 



bright in itight there was a bright glow which throbbed and pulsated. And 
then as the Earht turned many times, little points of light spread out...for 
the most part the lights burned steadily, and as they continued to watch, in 
many parts of the glove there was a glow

Whether you like the imagery of a fire kindling and collecting people as it goes, 
or whether you like the picture of the trees of life of Tolkien's world, the 
lampstand of the tabernacle certainly means life and light, as it points to Jesus 
Christ, and as that light is kindled in us. So let your light shine before men that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father, who is in heaven.    


