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Ordinances, Part 3, Feet Washing

Part 1: Church. A local, called-out, assembly of persons baptized in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. A congregation is built upon Jesus Christ, the Son 
of the Living God.

Part 2: Baptism. A full immersion in water symbolizing the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. An ordinance in the church.

Feet washing is given as an example (John 13:15) not an ordinance, alhough there is 
some symbolism in feet washing.

Webster's 1828 definition of example: A pattern, in morals or manners; a copy, or model; 
that which is proposed or is proper to be imitated. Example is our preceptor (teacher) 
before we can reason.

We begin with feet washing examples from Old Testament history.

Abraham and the Lord in the plains of Mamre:

Genesis 18:1-8 1  And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: 
and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 2  And he lift up his eyes and 
looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet 
them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground, 3  And said, My 
Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray 
thee, from thy servant: 4  Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and 
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: 5  And I will fetch a 
morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for 
therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said. 6  
And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly 
three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 7  And 
Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a 
young man; and he hasted to dress it. 8  And he took butter, and milk, and the 
calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the 
tree, and they did eat.

Lot and the angels in Sodom:

Genesis 19:1-3 1  And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in 
the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed 
himself with his face toward the ground; 2  And he said, Behold now, my 
lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant's house, and tarry all 
night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your 
ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 3  And he 
pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his 
house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did 
eat.
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Laban and Abraham's servant in Nahor of Mesopotamia:

Genesis 24:29-33 29  ¶And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: 
and Laban ran out unto the man, unto the well. 30  And it came to pass, when he 
saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the 
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the man unto me; that he came 
unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. 31  And he said, 
Come in, thou blessed of the LORD; wherefore standest thou without? for I have 
prepared the house, and room for the camels. 32  ¶And the man came into 
the house: and he ungirded his camels, and gave straw and provender 
for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's feet that 
were with him. 33  And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, I will 
not eat, until I have told mine errand. And he said, Speak on.

Joseph and the sons of Israel in Egypt:

Genesis 43:24-25  24  And the man brought the men into Joseph's 
house, and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave 
their asses provender. 25  And they made ready the present against Joseph 
came at noon: for they heard that they should eat bread there. 

Genesis 43:31-34 31  And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained 
himself, and said, Set on bread. 32  And they set on for him by himself, and for 
them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with him, by 
themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread with the Hebrews; for 
that is an abomination unto the Egyptians. 33  And they sat before him, the 
firstborn according to his birthright, and the youngest according to his youth: and 
the men marvelled one at another. 34  And he took and sent messes unto them 
from before him: but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as any of theirs. 
And they drank, and were merry with him.

In all of the historical accounts, feet washing preceded a meal.

Genesis 18:8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, 
and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.

Genesis 19:3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, 
and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened 
bread, and they did eat.

Genesis 24:33a  And there was set meat before him to eat

Genesis 43:25b for they heard that they should eat bread there. 
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For comparison, at the feast of the passover, feet were covered and prepared.

Exodus 12:11  ¶And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on 
your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the 
LORD'S passover.

We find feet washing continued in New Testament history.

Luke 7:36-50  ¶And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with 
him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 37  And, 
behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 38  And 
stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his 
feet, and anointed them with the ointment. 39  Now when the Pharisee 
which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if he 
were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that 
toucheth him: for she is a sinner. 40  And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, 
I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 41  There was a 
certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. 42  And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 
Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? 43  Simon answered and 
said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, Thou 
hast rightly judged. 44  And he turned to the woman, and said unto 
Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 45  Thou gavest me 
no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to 
kiss my feet. 46  My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this 
woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 47  Wherefore I say unto 
thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48  And he said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven. 49  And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves, 
Who is this that forgiveth sins also? 50  And he said to the woman, Thy faith hath 
saved thee; go in peace.

We have the primary example and command to continue given by Jesus Christ.

John 13:1-17 1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that 
his hour was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 2  And 
supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, to betray him; 3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; 4  He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. (Continued) 
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(John 13:1-17 Continued) 5  After that he poureth water into a bason, and 
began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. 6  Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith 
unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7  Jesus answered and said unto him, 
What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8  Peter saith 
unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, 
thou hast no part with me. 9  Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head. 10  Jesus saith to him, He that is washed 
needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but 
not all. 11  For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all 
clean. 12  So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was 
set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13  Ye call 
me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14  If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet. 15  For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. 16  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 17  If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them.

We have the precedent set by Jesus Christ and through history: feet washing preceded a 
meal (in this case, the Passover meal). Our practice should be aligned with the pattern 
established by Jesus Christ.

John 13:4b-5 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments; and 
took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a 
bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded.

The elements of feet washing are: a towel, water, a basin, and two members of the 
church.

John 13:6-9 - Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, 
dost thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do thou 
knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt 
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. 

The symbolism of feet washing includes: mutual servanthood and submission, 
identification with Jesus Christ, recollection of the washing of the Holy Ghost, 
submission of the members of the church to the command of Jesus Christ.

John 13:10-11 - Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he knew who 
should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 
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Jesus speaks of a different kind of washing: not outward washing of the flesh, but inward 
washing of the Holy Ghost. He specifically states that not all of the apostles are clean 
inwardly, identifying that Judas Iscariot was not regenerate.

The inward washing of the Spirit (by the Holy Ghost, through Jesus Christ) is to be 
remembered when we are washing each other's feet. We must realize that we are only 
able to remove the outward filth, but God removes that which is inward by his sovereign 
choice. Immersion (baptism) symbolizes that washing.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11 9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10  Nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit 
the kingdom of God. 11  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye 
are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God.

Hebrews 10:22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water.

Titus 3:3-7 3 For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, 
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another. 4  But after that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared, 5  Not by works of righteousness which we have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6  Which he shed on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7  That being justified by his grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

John Gill on verse 22 (above): not baptismal water, but the grace of 
the Spirit, which is often compared to water, in Scripture: the body, as well 
as soul, needs washing, and renewing; internal grace influences 
outward, actions, which adorn religion, and without which bodies 
cannot be presented holy to God. 

We are commanded by Jesus Christ to follow his example.

John 13:12-17 - So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, 
and was set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to 
you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then, your 
Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater 
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye 
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.
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We are to wash feet because Jesus Christ is our Lord and Master (If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's 
feet.) and he gave us the example (For I have given you an example,) then he 
commanded us to do so (that ye should do as I have done to you) for our own 
benefit (If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them).

Putting all historical evidence aside, the comandment of Jesus Christ is enough reason 
for us to wash feet.

Feet washing:
• Has historical precedent in both the Old and New Testament.
• Always preceded a meal.
• Gives the example of servanthood and submission to one another and to Jesus 

Christ within the church.
• Symbolizes our inability to wash away sin and our dependence upon God to do 

so.
• Brings happiness and blessings to those that follow Jesus Christ's example.
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