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Ordinances, Part 2, Baptism

Part 1 – The church is a local assembly of baptized believers.

Part 2 – Baptism is an ordinance of the gospel practiced by the local assembly.

We are baptized and baptize because Jesus gave us his example.

Matthew 3:13-17 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of 
thee, and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be 
so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he 
suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out 
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: And lo 
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased.

Mark 1:9 and Luke 3:21 both confirm the account of Jesus’ baptism by 
John.

Why was Jesus baptized?

John Gill on verse 13 It may reasonably be inquired what should be 
Christ's view in desiring to be baptized; it could not be to take away 
original or actual sin, since he had neither; nor has baptism any such efficacy to 
do this, in those who have either or both: but, it was to show his 
approbation of John's baptism, and to bear a testimony of it, that it 
was from heaven; and also that he himself might receive a testimony 
both from heaven, and from John, that he was the Son of God and 
true Messiah, before he entered upon his public ministry, into which he was in 
some measure initiated and installed hereby; and moreover, to set an 
example to his followers, and thereby engage their attention and 
subjection to this ordinance; and, in a word, as he himself says, to 
fulfil all righteousness.

Jesus sets the example by submitting to the ordinance. He had no sins to repent 
of but went to John for baptism in order to bless the act and to present a beautiful 
picture of his death, resurrection, and ascension to the church.
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Jesus commanded the church to baptize. 

Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Jesus commands the 11 apostles, the elders-to-be of the ekklesia, to teach and 
baptize and teach all nations. 

Mark 16:15-16 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Baptism is an identifying mark of salvation through grace alone and the work of 
the Spirit in the believer that results in faith. Those that believe and are baptized 
are identified amongst the saved (the regenerate). Those that do not believe but 
are baptized are identified amongst the damned (the unregenerate).

1 Peter 3:20-22 20  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the 
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, 
wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21  The like figure 
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22  Who is gone into heaven, and 
is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made 
subject unto him. 

Baptism does not save us from the filth of the flesh (of sins either past, present, or 
yet to come) but does save us by confirming the answer of a good conscience 
toward God by revealing our identification with the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The church that keeps this ordinance is saved from those who might come and 
not truly believe (although there could be unregenerate who are baptized).

Jesus’ death and resurrection are symbolized and realized in baptism. 

Romans 6:3-5 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus 
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him 
by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness 
of his resurrection:
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Colossians 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from 
the dead.

Is faith necessary prior to baptism? Is faith in God a work unto salvation?

John Gill on verse 12 it is through faith that saints see themselves buried 
and risen with Christ, to which the ordinance of baptism is greatly assisting, 
where there is true faith; for otherwise, without faith, this ordinance will 
be of no use to any such end and purpose; and it is not any faith that will 
avail, but that which is of God's operation; faith is not naturally in men, all men 
have it not; and those that have it, have it not of themselves, it is the gift of 
God; it is what be works in them, and by his power performs:

Ephesians 2:8-10 8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that 
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9  Not of works, lest any man 
should boast. 10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ.

Baptism and baptizing represent Jesus’ sacrifice and the resultant forgiveness of 
our sins.

Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ for* the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

*eis ice A primary preposition; to or into (indicating the point reached or entered) of 
place time or (figuratively) purpose (result etc.); 

The word indicates something that already was in place, time, or purpose.

(From Elder James Taylor) 5 points adhered to by baptists regarding baptism:

1. The proper candidate (born again believer)
2. The proper motive (professing love and faith in Jesus Christ)
3. The proper mode (immersion)
4. The proper element (water)
5. The proper administrator (the baptizer must have the proper 
authority to baptize)
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A proper candidate will recognize the gift of God.

Romans 6:22-23 But now being made free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life. For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God:

A proper candidate recognizes that the gift of God is eternal life and is baptized 
not because eternal life needs to be given, but because it is already given.

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath* everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

*Verb, Tense: Present, Voice: Active, Mood: Indicative, Person: third, 
Number: Singular.

John 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.

John 6:47 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life.

A proper candidate will demonstrate belief, repentance, and confession and upon 
their confession, go into and come out of the water.

Belief (demonstrated faith):
• Mark 16:16 He that believeth…
• Acts 2:41 …they that gladly received his word were baptized
• Acts 8:37 …if thou believest with all thine heart…
• 1 Peter 3:21 ...the answer of a good conscience toward God

Repentance:
• Mark 1:4 …of repentance for the remission of sins.
• Acts 2:38 Repent…
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Confession:
• Matthew 16:16 Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
• Acts 2:38 …in the name of Jesus Christ…
• Acts 8:37 I believe that Jesus Christ is the son of God.

A proper baptism uses the proper mode and the proper element.

baptizo to immerse, submerge; to make whelmed (i.e. fully wet)

• Matthew 3:11 I indeed baptize you with water… (also Mark 1:8 and Luke 
3:16 and John 1:26)

• Matthew 3:16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of 
the water:

• John 1:31 …therefore am I come baptizing with water.
• John 1:33 …he that sent me to baptize with water…
• John 3:23 And John also was baptizing in Ænon near to Salim, because there 

was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.
• Matthew 28:19 …baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Ghost

A proper baptism has a proper administrator.

John the Baptist: 
Luke 1:13-17 But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is 
heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth. 
For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's 
womb. And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord 
their God. And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to 
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

John’s baptism was to prepare a congregation of people (the children of Israel) 
for Jesus Christ. (Acts 19:1-7)

Jesus’ disciples: 
John 3:22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of 
Judæa; and there he tarried with them, and baptized.

John 4:1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that 
Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though Jesus himself 
baptized not, but his disciples,)
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Jesus’ disciples’ baptism brought along with the promise of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.  (Acts 2:38-39)

Jesus’ apostles and disciples (in the first church): 
Acts 1:13-15 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, 
where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and 
Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. These all continued with 
one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus, and with his brethren. And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the 
disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and 
twenty,)

Philip (from the first church): 
Acts 6:5-6 5  ¶And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, 
and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6  
Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they 
laid their hands on them. 7  And the word of God increased; and the number 
of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the faith.

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they 
were baptized, both men and women.

Acts 8:35-40 35  Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same 
scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 36  And as they went on their 
way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; 
what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37  And Philip said, If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38  And he commanded the 
chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip 
and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39  And when they were come up 
out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch 
saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing. 40  But Philip was 
found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to 
Cæsarea.

Baptism...
...is given by example by Jesus Christ.
...is given as a command to the church by Jesus Christ.
...is a symbol of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
...demonstrates an active faith by the gift of God.
...has a proper candidate, motive, mode, element, and administrator.
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