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Introduction 

“For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 

glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering” (Hebrews 2:10). 
1. The Jews regarded the angels as the highest of all God’s creatures. 

a. They were used by God throughout the OT to bring God’s messages of will and purpose to 

His people.  

b. Indeed, God often appeared in the form of the Angel of the Lord.  

2. Man was created in the image of God and compared to the heavens (Psa. 8:4–6, cited in 

Heb. 2:6–8). 

a. The question is asked about God’s particular attention to man (Heb., ʾenowsh, the human 

race) when compared with the glory of the heavens (Psa. 8:3).  

Notice the particular attention of the “son of man”—man’s offspring in whom God takes 

special interest. Here the attention is focused on the nature of the human race to reproduce 

and enlarge its numbers accordingly. Angels do not reproduce since they are eternal 

beings by nature (Matt. 22:30). 

b. The question is answered in comparing humans to angels (Psa. 8:5, 6). 

1) While having a lower status (earthbound vs. celestial), God crowned man with glory and 

honor (special favor with His presence), setting him (giving him dominion) over the 

works of His hands (Psa. 8:6; Gen. 1:26). 

2) The ultimate purpose of mankind is to have dominion over all things, including angels 

(Psa. 8:6b). 

3) This fact may very well be the motive for the angelic rebellion with Lucifer’s desire to 

elevate his position to equal status with God Most High (Isa. 14:12–14). This also 

explains the angelic incursion of Genesis 6:1–4). 

3. Hebrews 2:5 states that God has not set angels over the world to come. That statement itself 

is pregnant with meaning.  

a. It suggests that the world that is now is subject to angels (2 Cor. 4:4). 

b. It suggests that the dominion given to Adam and his posterity was lost, limiting Psalm 8 to 

God’s original intention. 

c. It suggests that Psalm 8 is now assuming a prophetic status about a second man, the last 

Adam to come (1 Cor. 15:46, 47). Indeed, this is how Hebrews uses Psalm 8, applying it 

to Jesus (v. 9). 

4. Thus, a twofold question arises that Paul must answer: 

a. How can Jesus be superior to angels if He is a man? 

b. How can Jesus be superior to angels if He died? 



5. A brief summary of Paul’s answer lies in verses 9, 10. 

6. A primary shift takes place in moving away from the essential being of the Son to His 

mediatorial office because Jesus is now seated at the Father’s right hand of power. 

I. His saving work (vv. 8b–10) 

1. We see Him, namely Jesus—His supremacy (v. 9). 

a. A little while made lower than angels (the incarnation) 

b. Presently crowned with glory and honor (His exaltation) 

Jesus possessed glory from eternity; in His incarnation He is crowned with glory. 

c. His suffering of death (the substitutionary nature of His sacrifice) 

2. We see His pioneering the work of salvation (v. 10; 6:20; 12:1–3) 

Jesus leads the way to salvation (3:15) 

a. The genius of God’s design—the humiliation of the Creator and Heir in identifying with 

His creation  

b. The fruit of Christ’s humiliation—bringing many sons unto glory—restoring the Father’s 

presence and favor 

c. The character of His sufferings—His being made perfect—adequate and qualified (5:9; 

7:28) 

Jesus’ perfection is not in the moral sense because, being God, He is perfect. However, His 

experience made Him adequate to be a savior for His people. The implications of this 

glorious plan of God’s grace will become clearer as the argument proceeds. Jesus is a great 

Savior. Jesus saves. 

II. His sanctifying work (vv. 11–13) 

1. An incredible fact: all for whom Christ died are sanctified to God by virtue of His death 

(10:10, 14; 13:12) 

2. The family nature of His sanctifying work (v. 11) 

3. Demonstrated by three OT texts (vv. 12, 13; Psa. 22:22; Isa. 8:16–18) 

Jesus will announce His completed work and sing God’s praises in the Divine Council (Psa. 

82:1; Psa.89:5, 6). Here, we also see the nature of faith—trust in God and solidarity with the 

people of God. 

III. His subduing work (vv. 14, 15) 

1. Jesus took upon Him human nature without sin so that in sharing this nature, He can act for 

humans in doing what they cannot do because of their sinfulness (v. 14a). 

2. In acting for His people, He is able to destroy the one who has the power of death—the 

Devil (v. 14b). 

The devil holds this power because of sin (Rom. 6:23). Death is mankind’s great enemy, but 

because of the death and resurrection of Christ, death is defeated and the power of the devil 



will be destroyed (1:13; 1 Cor. 15:25, 26). The devil’s grip is due to the power of temptation 

(Matt. 4:3; 1 Thess. 3:5), his lies (John 8:44; Rev. 12:9), and his oppression (Acts 10:38). 

3. In defeating the devil, Christ frees His people who were in lifelong slavery to sin because of 

the fear of death.  

Thus, victorious and empowered by God, the church will ultimately crush Satan under its 

feet (Rom. 16:20). 

IV. His sympathizing work (vv. 16–18)  

Here is the summary of Christ’s superiority over angels: 

1. Jesus helps the children of Abraham (v. 16; Gal. 3:7; 6:10). 

2. Jesus helps them by being made like them (v. 17a). 

3. Jesus serves them by being a merciful and faithful High Priest (v. 17b). 

4. Jesus is successful in this service because He suffered and overcame the temptations that 

come to those He serves (v. 18). 


