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  The Good Shepherd 
John 10:1-10 

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own. 	

Read John 10:1-18	

      The words we have just heard were, of course, from our Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
Good Shepherd. They are reminiscent of some words in the OT written by David, the 
ancient king of Israel once prayed with pen in hand, saying: 	


The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul; He guides me in 
the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. 4 Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 6 Surely 
goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will 
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 	


     Aside from perhaps John 3:16 where we are told how amazing is the love of God for 
the world, this is perhaps the most beloved passage of Scripture in the entire Bible. What 
greater confidence and comfort can there be for people living in troubled times than the 
irrevocable promise that God – because of His great compassion and incomparable love – 
has made Himself our shepherd; that He has promises to provide for us sufficiently, 
restore us when we are broken, guide us when circumstances are most frightening, 
protect us, comfort us, deal with our enemies, bless us abundantly,  and then welcome us 
into is heavenly home forever? We love this chapter in the O.T. And we love it even more 
when we learn in John chapter 10, that, our Shepherd, is none other than Jesus Christ.	

     The OT is full of images of God as His people’s shepherd. For example: 	

• Genesis 22:14 Abraham speaks of God as “Jehovah roi” The Lord my Provider (or Shepherd).	

• Psalm 80:1 “Oh, give ear, Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock; You who are enthroned 

above the cherubim, shine forth!”  
• Isa. 40:11 Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs And carry them 

in His bosom; He will gently lead the nursing ewes. 	

• Ezek. 34:23 Speaking of the coming Christ God says, “Then I will set over them one shepherd, My 

servant David, and he will feed them; he will feed them himself and be their shepherd. 	
!
Then in the same manner as God is spoken of as the Shepherd, so His people are 
referred to as His sheep. 	


• Psa. 79:13 “So we are the people of your pasture…”	

• Psalm 95:6–7 Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. 7 For He is 

our God, And we are the people of His pasture and the sheep of His hand. 	


When we come to John chapter 10, then, it should not surprise us that Jesus is 
portrayed as the Good Shepherd. This is not the only occasion where Jesus thinks of 
Himself as our shepherd. You may remember when He and his disciples crossed the sea 



of Galilee for a much needed retreat from the constant press of ministry. But when they 
landed on the shore, they discovered a large crowd of people waiting for Him (Mark 6:34), 
we read that Jesus “felt compassion for them because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd.” 	


Think of God in may ways – think of Him as the great King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords; think of Him as Creator and judge of all the earth. Think of Him as a miracle 
worker and as the greatest teacher who ever lived. But think of Him also as your Good 
Shepherd who calls, provides for, protects and ultimately saves His sheep without losing 
a single one.	


 This is what this passage is about. Jesus is calling a great flock of people to be 
shepherded by Him. But He doesn’t think of them as a bunch of dumb livestock. No! He 
loves them, and provides for them and cares for them in very personal ways. Two times 
(10:26-27) He calls them “My sheep”; Not The sheep, not those dumb and dirty sheep, 
but My Sheep.  	


 Let me ask you a question. What is your view of God? When your mind wanders in 
the direction of what God thinks about you, what words come to mind? I have counseled 
people for enough years to know that some of you listening to this message right now and 
have confidence that you are child of God, nevertheless, think of God in all the wrong 
ways. 	


   Some of you have thoughts of God that make Him out to be a kind of celestial slave 
master. You have convinced yourself that all God cares about is perfect and instantaneous 
obedience. So every time you mess up you imagine an angry God planning ways to make 
you pay. Then, when your car breaks down or you have some financial or relational crisis 
you think, 	


“Yup, here it is. God is punishing me for my sin. I deserve this and He’s 
making me pay for what I did.”	


Some of you don’t even wait for God to get around to punishing you. You think maybe 
God will be more lenient if you punish yourself. So you put on the gloomy face, you 
wallow in despair, you keep your distance from the Bible, and you say things to yourself 
that you imagine God saying to you, like: 	


• You are such a loser. Why did I ever think that saving you was a good idea. 	

• I can’t believe you sinned again. What are you, stupid? Why can’t you just 

obey?	

Some would go so far as to think: “Truth be told, despite all that Bible-talk about 

God’s love and grace, He hates me. Maybe He loves other people who are beautiful and 
spiritual, but not me. He could never love me. 	


Perhaps some of you would not go so far as to think that God hates you. You just think 
God ignores you. If pressed you would confess that God must certainly know you exist, 
like the principle of your middle school knew you because he saw your name on the 
attendance sheet. But He doesn’t really care about you. That’s how you think about God.	


Against such thinking God has given us John Chapter Ten. 	




!
I. Overview: 
1. I see three major themes in this passage:	


A. Jesus is gathering His flock (1-6)	

a. Here Jesus sets the stage for what He intends to communicate about his 

relationship to His people.	

b. He wants us to think of ourselves as sheep and Him as our Shepherd.  	

c. From these verses we will begin to understand the intimate relationship 

the shepherd has with His sheep. Notice (3) “he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.”	


d. Not only does He know His sheep, but He gives them the privilege of 
knowing Him intimately as well (4) “They know His voice.” (27) My 
sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” 	


e. There is intimacy here, and there is security. We will see that when we 
think about how the shepherd protects His sheep from thieves, robbers, 
and wolves (1,8,10,12). 	


f. This is really a beautiful and comprehensive way of thinking about our 
relationship with God. In fact, if we were to fully adopt this way of 
thinking about How God relates to us, many of our false notions of Him 
would simply evaporate. And that would be good.	


B. Jesus explains His purpose for gather His flock; namely, to give them life 
abundantly.” (7-10)	


a. Here we will learn that God is greatly glorified in us when we see Him 
is the consummate Giver. 	


b. His purpose for entering into relationship with us is not so that He will 
have slaves to order around and punish. Rather, He has called us to 
Himself in order to go public with His infinite attributes of mercy, grace, 
and kindness toward we who deserve wrath.	


c. What does it mean that Jesus gives his sheep “abundant life”? What 
does it say about eternity with God and what does it say about our 
experience of life now? 	


d. What we are going to discover once again is that Jesus is NO stingy 
Savior and He is glorified by providing not just minimal salvation, but 
abundant life by means of that salvation for His glory and for our own 
inexpressible joy. 	


C. Jesus explains how He will give them abundant life; namely, by laying down 
His life for us. (11-18)	


a. The thing that first strikes me as amazing here is the fact that this is 
NOT the apostle John explaining what Jesus did. This is Jesus Himself 



prophesying beforehand what He is going to do; namely, He will lay 
down His life for His sheep.	


b. Here the love of Jesus for His sheep is manifest to it fullest extremity. 
This is no hireling herdsman. He is not getting paid to watch over 
someone else’s sheep. These are His own precious sheep and He will 
make the ultimate sacrifice so that they may have life. 	


c. This is the Good Shepherd who loves His sheep; who knows them each 
by name; who provides abundantly for His sheep, who personally leads 
them to green pastures and quiet waters, and who is determined to 
protect and preserve them by laying down His life in their place and 
securing their safety with His Father forever. 	


2. This, I believe, is the point of this passage. Jesus is describing His relationship to His 
sheep and how He saves them for Himself forever. He is the Good Shepherd. 	

3. What I want to do over the next week or so, however, is to kind of slow down and put a 
magnifying glass to the truths Jesus touches on so that we can more fully grasp and glory 
in the wonderful privilege we have in belonging to Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd.	

4. This week, however, there simply isn’t enough time to get a good start so let me close 
by asking you a question. What is your relationship with the Good Shepherd?	

5. Perhaps you are not a follower of Christ. Perhaps you are trying to navigate life on 
your own, by your own wits and the impulses of your heart. I pray you will not be 
offended when I say to you that that’s a foolish way to live. Surely by now you have 
discovered that you don’t have what it takes to navigate and makes sense of this life or to 
figure out what comes next. 	

6. By His grace, God has provided for you a Shepherd. He knows everything about you. 
He knows NOT only how you have sinned in the past but how badly you will mess up in 
the future. But even so, He loves you, He cares about you, and He invites you to become 
one of His. 	

7. On the other hand, some of you who already know Him are living with some serious 
misconceptions about what Jesus thinks about you. This morning I want to encourage you 
to begin opening yourself to the possibility that you might be wrong. Jesus may be more 
wonderful than you have ever imagined. Perhaps He is not against you after all… even 
though you stumble and mess things up again and again.	

8. Jesus didn’t choose you because he mistakenly thought you were an angel. He knew 
you from before the foundations of the earth were laid, and in “His book were all the days 
that were ordained for you when as yet there was not one of them” (Psa. 139). So stop 
wallowing in self-pity and start enjoy the abundant blessing of living in relationship with 
your Good Shepherd because... 	

BI: There is no greater comfort and security on earth than to know that the “Good 
Shepherd” claims you as His own.


