
          Qualified, Delivered and Transferred 

Call to Worship: Psalm 96           Hymn Insert-  Come People of the Risen King 
1st Scripture: Ephesians 1:1-14         Hymn #31 (Supp)- Lamb of God 
2nd Scripture: Colossians 1:1-14                  Hymn #188-  There is a Fountain Filled with Blood 

Introduction: 

 What you believe, always affects how you live.  Doctrine and truth are foundational for 

Christian living.  They are the directives, which govern the mind and the heart, which in turn 

governs the desires, the will, and ultimately the outward actions.  False doctrine and false 

teaching are the puppet strings of the fallen soul, which the enemy uses to maneuver human 

beings, toward corrupt living, and utter destruction.  That is why the Apostle Paul, in 1 

Corinthians 15, cautions us with the warning, "Do not be deceived, evil communications, corrupt 

good morals."  What is he saying?  That we need to protect our ears and our eyes, which provide 

access to our souls.  We need to guard those "gateway senses," even from words and visual 

expressions, which have the power to influence our minds and hearts with corrupt teachings, 

which will in turn, corrupt our lives.  And he tells us not to be deceived about this, because we 

are hardly able to recognize, the subtle ways, in which bad teachings and philosophies affect us.  

That is why, Paul also tells us, in Ephesians, that we are to speak the truth to one another in love, 

which causes us to grow up in all things into Christ, while protecting us from being tossed to and 

fro, and being carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 

craftiness of deceitful plotting...etc (Eph. 4:14-15).  And that is why, the Apostle Paul, and the 

other NT writers, often take pains to contend with false doctrines and teachings, throughout their 

Epistles. 

 Here, in this letter to the Colossians, which was also to be shared with the church in 

Laodicea, Paul is seeking to contend with corruptive philosophies and false teachings, which 

have begun to infiltrate the churches, and which, are in danger of defiling the Christian witness 

of the churches, altogether.  [Read Colossians 2:8-10]. 

 In preparation for exposing and dealing with the dangerous philosophies that have begun 

to infiltrate the church, Paul spends all of Chapter 1, reminding them of the truth; of the true 

doctrine, to which they were to continue to cling; that doctrine, which is centered upon the 
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Gospel, and grounded in the foundation of a Person; and not just any person, but the Person of 

Jesus Christ, who contains the fullness of the Godhead, bodily, leaving no need, or room or 

opening, for another so-called "source of wisdom" to guide and direct us, unto righteous and 

godly living.  The Colossians were being fed other paths to holiness, and Paul is here saying, "No 

other path can ever produce true godliness.  Only Christ, who is the wisdom of God, the fullness 

of God, and the Head of the church, can provide the power and the guidance needed, to locate 

any measure of authentic holiness, and sanctifying growth.  He is and always remains, the ONLY 

Way, the ONLY Truth, and the ONLY Life!  All other paths, no matter what logic promotes them;  

though they even seem like short cuts to the natural mind; they are all dead ends!   

 It is within the context of this general theme, that the Apostle Paul, following his 

salutation (vs. 1-2), explains why he gives thanks to God and prays ceaselessly for the 

Colossians (in verses 3-14).  And brethren, in preparation for the Lord's Supper this morning, I 

want to especially draw our attention to these verses. 

I.  Why They Give Thanks  (vs. 3-8) 

 You will notice that verse 3, introduces two actions, but Paul digresses from addressing 

the second action for a short time, until he finishes opening up the first.  And then, he picks up on 

the second, in verses 9 and following. 

 "We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ [First Action], praying 

always for you [Second Action, to be picked up in verse 9, and in the light of why they give 

thanks to God]..." 

 Let me then provide a short summary of why they (Paul and his companions) give thanks 

to God, before moving into, why they pray ceaselessly for the Colossians. 

 Paul and his companions, give thanks to God, for the report that they have received from 

Epaphras (a minister from out of, and to the Colossians), concerning the faith of the Colossians, 

and the evidence of this faith, exhibited in (and proven by) their love for all the saints.  In short, 

Paul is elated by the evidence of God's great work, among these gentiles.  They have come to 

truly embrace the Gospel, and most importantly, the Christ of the Gospel, presented to them by 

Epaphras.  And therefore, confident of the hope laid up for them in heaven (a critical life 
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motivating doctrine), their invisible faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, is visibly manifested by their 

outwardly expressed love for all the saints.  Seeds have been sown, and fruit has begun to come 

into production, and Paul and company are thankful to God, for the evident work of His grace, 

among the Colossians, which is confirmed by the fruit.  [Note: The visible love for all the saints, 

is what confirms the authenticity of the invisible faith in Christ] 

 And so, that is why Paul gives thanks to God here.  And this, then, spills over into a 

second action.  It leads him to pray for the Colossians in a very specific way, which is described 

in verses 9-14. 

II. Why They Pray Without Ceasing for the Colossians  (Read vs. 9-14) 

 And so, what is Paul saying here?  In light of that which he is thankful to God for, 

namely, that fruit is erupting among the Colossians, because of their hope in the Gospel, and 

their faith in Christ, in essence, they pray for that to continue.  Paul and his companions know 

that "fruit bearing" is an ongoing process, and he wants to see it continue, unto an ever increasing 

harvest.  And for that to happen, he knows that they must continually drink from the fountain of 

"the knowledge of God and His will."  Attempting to advance fruit bearing and growth, by any 

other means, outside of that which has brought them this far, will be an empty, and in fact, 

corrupting endeavor, which is one of the key points of this entire Epistle. 

 So he prays ceaselessly that they would be filled not with worldly philosophies (worldly 

wisdom) and the cultural traditions of the day, but rather, with the knowledge of God's will, in all 

wisdom and spiritual (not earthly or fleshly) understanding.  So that (vs. 10; there is an end in 

view here); so that, they would "walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God..."  And the knowledge of God's will, 

and the knowledge of God, would (vs. 11) strengthen them with all might according to His 

glorious power (it would connect them with the power of God), which would in turn, enable 

them to obtain all patience and longsuffering, accompanied by joy, so that they, in the face of all 

trial and tribulation and opposition, could finish the race of faith, giving thanks to God, the 

whole way home!  No other method of perseverance, spiritual growth, pursuit of holiness...etc, 

could ever work.  Man-made philosophy, which has tried for generations to give meaning and 
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purpose to life; which has tried, since the fall of man, to change mankind for the better; none of it 

has ever worked, because it is powerless unto those ends.  It cannot work!  Only the work of 

God's Holy Spirit, can ever change a man in any positive sense at all, and that, not for part of the 

way, or even most of the way in our sanctification and growth, but for every single step of the 

way!  Gluing our mouths to the tap of God's resources, provided in Christ, alone, will bring 

about the change in us, which God calls for.  And that is why Paul prays in this way.  Notice, he 

doesn't begin with the fruit, but rather He begins with the source of all fruit bearing; the 

knowledge of God and His will, which are given to us in Christ!  If the hose is hooked up to the 

proper tap, the fruit must and will come, and the Apostle knows this, which is why he prays 

toward that end.  [Ephesians 3:14-21] 

 And brethren, the media, and the world, and cultural traditions...etc, will only rob us of 

these blessings!  They are constantly out to kink the hose, or to disconnect us from the source of 

life, so that we might be dependent upon another source; a source, which will only, ultimately 

defile! 

 And as we cling to the Bread of Life, and the Everlasting well and Fountain, which will 

always satisfy our thirst, we will be reminded of these unchanging truths, which will keep us 

from ever being shaken by temporal realities, and trials and tribulations, leading us to, in fact, 

rather give thanks to God at all times: 

 1) We will always be reminded and thankful to God, for the fact that He has qualified us 

to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 

 We were naturally disqualified and doomed to an eternity in darkness, because of our sin, 

and our natural rebellion against God.  We did not "make the cut."  We were out of bounds and 

without hope of ever escaping the wrath and judgment of our God and Creator [Ex: In the 

Olympics, you have to first qualify, before racing for a medal].  But He has qualified us!  He has 

broken the curse, and conquered sin for us!  So now, we can be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in light (in truth, in reality, amongst a world condemned to fictitious darkness)!  We can 

live a joyful, abundant life, forever within the sphere of God's good grace! 

 2) We will always be reminded and thankful to God, for the fact that He has delivered us 

from the power of darkness. 
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 The darkness that smothered us; the darkness, which continues to smother the world, 

blinding fallen human beings from seeing and understanding why we are here, what this is all 

about, and the Creator who formed us for His glory!  The darkness, which promises everything 

in a godless world of material lusts, with a grave, right in sight; so powerful, that we naturally 

run head long for the grave, with no desire or natural ability to pursue the God, to whom we must 

all, soon give an account!  He has delivered us, brethren, out of that darkness.  He has rescued 

us!  He has blown away the smog; He has cured the infection; He has opened our eyes; He has 

raised us up from spiritual death; He delivered us out of the dominion of the prince of the power 

of the air, and brought us into the blessed glory and reign of His Beloved Son!  We were 

removed from the one; we were plucked out of the grip of hell, and defilement and corruption, 

that we might be cleansed and brought into another, which brings us to our final point of 

reminder and thanksgiving!   

 3) We will always be reminded and thankful to God, for the fact that He has conveyed 

(transferred) us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.  

 We were removed out of a dungeon of darkness, only to be brought into the kingdom of 

Christ, the Son of His love; we are given the most glorious privilege of dwelling with the One, 

who is most dear and precious to the heart of God, and that, forever!  Where the Son is, 

everlasting joy and life must be, forever!  Where the Son of God's love is, must be the place, 

where the fullness of joy, is continually experienced.  And that is where God has brought us.  He 

brought us not merely out of darkness; not merely to some random safe haven somewhere, out of 

harms way; no, not merely to angelic beings and heavenly hosts, but into the kingdom of the Son 

of His love! 

 "...in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins!"  In whom, 

we have everything that is naturally condemning, defiling and wrong with us, completely washed 

away and removed forever!  By the pouring out and shedding of His blood; by His death, as the 

propitiatory object of God's wrath against our sins, we are transferred into a kingdom of glory 

and bliss, forever!   

 Understanding these truths; pondering them, meditating upon them (daily), we find the 

things of this world to be gravely small and unimportant.  And it compels us to persevere with all 
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longsuffering and patience; with great joy, giving thanks always to God, for qualifying us unto an 

incomprehensibly glorious inheritance, delivering us from the power of darkness, and 

transferring us into the kingdom of the Son of His love! 

 Why would we ever want or need anything else?  What you believe; what you fix your 

mind on, will always affect how you live.  [Close with verses 15-23] 

AMEN!!! 

The Lord's Supper!!! 
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