
THE DOCTRINE OF JUDGMENT AND THE AFTERLIFE 
(Part Nine – series The Fundamentals Revisited) 

 
TEXT: Hebrews 9:27; Matt. 25:46 
 
INTRODUCTION:  God alone is qualified to judge men because only He is holy, 

just, and omniscient.  The Bible consistently portrays God as manifesting his 
justice in two ways: 1) rewarding the virtuous, and 2) punishing the guilty.   By 
no means will He “clear the guilty” (Ex. 34:7).  Sin is an infinite offense 
against an infinitely holy God, and He has decreed that it warrants the punish-
ment of eternal death. 

  The truth about divine judgment and the state of human souls in the 
afterlife must be received by faith in God’s preserved revelation.  We must not 
trust the subjective reports of those who claim to have had out-of-the-body or 
near-death experiences.  Neither should we believe the embellished stories of 
those who claim to have heard actual screams from the heart of the earth. 

 
OUTLINE:  What does God Word teach about eternal judgment, Heaven, and  

Hell? 
 
I. There is a Judgment to come. 

(Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:11-15) 

A. Preceded by the resurrection (John 5:29; Dan. 12:2,3, Rev. 20:5,6) 

B. Presided over by the Savior  (Matt. 7:22,23; John 5:22) 

C. Predetermined as to destiny 

1. Heaven or Hell have been already decided before judgment. 

2. Degrees of punishment or reward will be the issue (Matt. 11:22;  
Mark 12:40; 1 Cor. 3:10-15). 

 
II. There is a Heaven to gain. 

A. A prepared place for a prepared people (John 14:1-3; Rev. 21:2,27) 

B. A perfect place for a perfected people (Lk. 6:40; 1 John 3:2) 

C. A promised place for “pre-accountable” people (Ex. 16:20-22, Jon. 
4:11, Isa. 7:15-16, 2 Sam. 12:23)  

 
III. There is a Hell to shun. 

A. The reality of Hell (Matt. 5:22,46; 10:28) 

B. The severity of Hell  

C. The eternality of Hell (Mark 9:43,48) 

D. The morality of Hell (v. 41; Mark 3:29; John 8:24) 



CONCLUSION:  The doctrines of a coming judgment and a future state – in  
either Heaven or Hell – stand or fall together.  They are not incidental, but 
fundamental – fundamental to our faith and to our practice.  If we accept 
the promises of the Bible literally, we must also accept the threatenings.  
We need to be moved by both fear and love.  “Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord, we persuade men” (2 Cor. 5:11).  If we really 
understood how awful Hell is, we would warn men to “flee from the wrath 
to come,” regardless of what they think of us.  It is the most loving thing 
we can do. 
 

 
 


