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Message #30                Matthew 8:28-34 
 

When Jesus Christ was on earth, presenting Himself as King of Israel, His disciples were amazed 

to learn that He could talk to the winds and the sea and it would obey Him (Matt. 8:26-27). 
 

JESUS CHRIST DEMONSTRATED HE WAS THE MESSIAH AND GOD BY HIS 

SOVEREIGN POWER OVER THE  SATANIC  WORLD AND HIS ABILITY TO 

TRANSFORM MEN WHO ARE DEMON-POSSESSED. 
 

For years, when I have taught on the subject of demons and demon-possession, I have always 

taught that a person who is demon-possessed does not need a human exorcist; he needs Jesus 

Christ in his life.  When Jesus Christ comes into contact with a demon-possessed person, demons 

flee and Christ indwells. 
 

FACT #1 – The  location of this event.  8:28a 
 

The name Gadarenes comes from the town of Gadara, which was located about eight miles S.E. 

of the southern tip of the Sea of Galilee.  One reason why Matthew identifies this land this way  

is because Matthew is aimed at Israel and this particular land belonged to the tribe of “Gad” 

(Joshua 13:24-28).  There is much debate among scholars as to why Mark and Luke call it the 

land of the Gerasenes (Mark 5:1) and the land of the Gergesenes (Luke 8:26) versus the land of 

the Gadarenes.  The land was called both, but Matthew is emphasizing the fact that this is Jewish 

land because Jesus is presenting Himself as King of the Jews. 
 

FACT #2 – The  description of the demon-possessed men.  8:28b 
 

From the Gospel accounts, we learn about eight traits at least one of these demon-possessed men 

had.  Matthew emphasizes four points about both of these men: 1) They were demon-possessed; 

2) They lived in a cemetery; 3) They were dangerously violent; 4) They scared everybody.  Mark 

adds three more facts about one of them: 5) They were supernaturally so strong that chains could 

not hold them (Mark 5:3-4); 6) They would cry out day and night by the tombs and in the moun-

tains (Mark 5:5a); 7) They would gash themselves with stones (Mark 5:5b).  Luke adds one more 

fact about one of them; 8) They ran around naked (Luke 8:27). 
 

Now what is brought out about these two demon-possessed men is that they came out to meet 

Christ (Matt. 8:28; Mark 5:2; Luke 8:27).  In other words, Jesus is not going into an occult 

bookstore or some séance or satanic church to meet these people; they came to Him.  This is very 

important to see–satanic people will be drawn to where powerful things of God are happen-

ing. 
 

FACT #3 – The  communication of the demon-possessed men.  8:29-31 
 

Observation #1 - They identify Jesus as the Son of  God .  8:29a 
 

This term “Son of God” was used in close connection to the fact that He was the Messiah (Matt. 

16:16).  Demons know who Jesus Christ is.  They believe and tremble (James 2:19). 
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Observation #2 - They identify Jesus as their  Judge .  8:29b 

 

Observation #3 - They identify their judgment as a time of  torment .  8:29c 

 

The word “torment” is one that means torturous pain. 

 

Observation #4 - They identify their judgment as being at a specific  time .  8:29d 

 

The time to which they are referring is the time when the kingdom is established and they will be 

bound for 1000 years, during Christ’s millennial reign. 

 

Observation #5 - They identify unclean animals which should not be in  Israel’s  land.  8:30-31 

 

Mark informs us that the herd of swine was about 2000 (Mark 5:13).  The demons knew that 

these were unclean animals, but they also probably figured that the best way to end Christ’s work 

in this area was to create some economic disaster. 

 

Observation #6 - They make a request to Jesus through the  men .  8:31 

 

FACT #4 – The  permission  of Jesus Christ to the demonic request.  8:32 

 

Demon-possessed people do very destructive things.  There is much discussion as to why Jesus 

would permit demons to enter the swine and then the swine commit suicide.  First, Jesus is God 

and can do what He wants.  Second, the swine did not belong in His Promised Land.  Third, the 

salvation of the souls of these two men were worth more than any animal (Matt. 12:12).  These 

two men were delivered and at least one of them became a tremendous witness for God  

(Luke 8:37-39). 

 

FACT #5 – The  reaction  of the city to the power of Jesus Christ.  8:33-34 

 

The whole city went out to see Jesus, to ask Him to leave. 

 

Instead of these people saying we have God with us, they said we don’t want God in our lives.  

They did not want to lose any more of their earthly possessions.  They would rather have their 

swine and money than to have a relationship with Jesus Christ and spiritual wealth. 

 

There are many who think the same way today.  We don’t want Jesus in our lives because it 

might make us change our lifestyle.  In all reality they would rather go to hell and be tormented 

than to believe on the Lord and be saved. 

 

 

 

 

 


