
 WORSHIPING ON THE LORD’S DAY 
October 5, 2014 

 
Worship, as God intended, is a supernatural event. As we enter 
into this service of worship, we cross the threshold of the secular 
to the sacred, from the common to the uncommon, from the 
profane to the holy. Prepare yourself therefore for this most 
holy convocation! 

Prelude 
Worship Theme God is Holy 
 

Luke 5:8-11: “But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at 
Jesus’ feet, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord!’ For amazement had seized him and all his companions 
because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also 
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not fear, from now on 
you will be catching men.’  And when they had brought their 
boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.” 

 
God Calls us to Worship Before the Cross Ps. 95:6-7a 
+We Adore Him 

  Hymn #103, “Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 
 
   We Confess Our Sin 
 

 Most holy and merciful Father.  We acknowledge and 
confess before You, our sinful nature prone to evil and 
slothful in good, and all our shortcomings and offenses.  You 
alone know how often we have sinned: in wandering from 
Your ways; in wasting Your gifts; in forgetting Your love.  
But, O Lord, have mercy upon us, who are ashamed and 
sorry for all wherein we have displeased You.  Teach us to 
hate our errors; cleanse us from our secret faults; and 
forgive our sins, for the sake of Your dear Son. 
 And O most holy and loving Father, help us, we beseech 
You, to live in Your light and walk in Your ways, according 
to the commandments of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 We Thank Him For His Forgiveness 
  Hymn #182, “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Dedication 1 Pet. 1:15-16 
 We Give Him Our Offering & Concerns 

 

 We Give Him Ourselves 
  Hymn #646, “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
 
God Calls us to Worship Thru Fellowship Jn. 17:17 
 We Read His Word 
 
 Sermon 
 
  *We Partake Of The Lord’s Supper 
  Hymn #618, “His Eye Is On The Sparrow” 
 
God Blesses us in the Benediction 
Welcome and Announcements 
Postlude 
(Containers have been placed at the front for communion cups and small trash) 

+You are invited to raise your hands during the prayer of adoration. 
*Visitors, please see note below on the Lord’s Supper. 
 



  

The Deficiencies of Heaven, Pt. 2 
Rev. 21:22-22:5 

Study Notes for October 5, 2014 
 
I. Introduction 

 
II. The Deficiencies of Heaven, Rev. 21:22-22:5. 
 A. There is No Temple, Rev. 21:22. 
 B. There is No Need for a Cosmic Light Source, Rev. 21:23-24. 
 C. There are No Enemies, Rev. 21:25-27. 
 
 D. There are No Needs, Rev. 22:1-2. 
  1. As Seen in the River of Life, Rev. 22:1-2a. 
 
  2. As Seen in the Tree of Life, Rev. 22:2b. 
 

The Tree of Life Identified 
 
 With this verse we are brought back to the Garden of Eden in which also was planted “a tree of life”… 

 
 Gen. 2:9 

 
 

      Ez. 47:12 
 
 

When we read that the New Jerusalem has a “Tree of Life,” we conclude that heaven is nothing less than the 
consummation of the life promised to Adam and Eve in the Garden, realized in Christ, and fully enjoyed in 
Glory! 

 
 
The Tree of Life Examined 

 
This description follows closely the language of Ez. 47:12... 

 
 
 

As with the account in Ezekiel, the “Tree of Life” in the New Heavens and Earth is pictured as continually 
bearing fruit! 
 
 

*Point: From this we see that heaven is a place void of need! The abundant life referenced by Christ in Jn. 10:10 finds 
its consummation in glory! 

 
 E. There is No Probation, Rev. 22:1-2. 
 

There is something incredible missing from this text? We read of (1) a river and (2) a tree of life.  Yet, something is 
conspicuously absent.  What is it? To answer this, go back again to the beginning, Gen. 2:9-10a... 

 
 
 

…so, what’s missing in Heaven? “The tree of the Knowledge of good and evil”! And why is that? To answer this, we 
first must understand the significance of the tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in Genesis... 

 
Gen. 2:15-17 

 
 
 

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was placed in the garden as a test! If man obeyed God, he would be 
saved! If man disobeyed God, he would die! Truly, at the beginning of the world man was on probation! 
 
  

Accordingly, when we come to a passage describing life in the New Heavens and the New Earth, and there discover 
that in heaven there will be no Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, we sit in wonder and amazement at the 
implication: In heaven, there will be no probation! 



  

For Further Consideration 
 
   1. Our Tendency to Relate to God Conditionally 
 
 
   2. The Impact of the Teaching of our Passage 
 
 
    Question: In which state is there less threat of condemnation for the believer: the Present or the Future? In 

which place will God be more pleased with you: (1) in the New Heavens and New Earth where we no longer 
will be able to sin? or (2) in this present world of corruption? 

 
 

Do you understand the implications of all of this? Based on this text we know that heaven will be a place 
where God’s people continually dwell with the knowledge of “no condemnation.”  And the knowledge of 
this reality was meant to be enjoyed right now!! 

 
 
 F. There is No Curse, Rev. 22:3-5. 
 

As the fulfillment of the prophecy given in Zech. 14:11, heaven will have no curse! And what curse is that? To answer 
this once again we must go back to the beginning (Gen. 3:16-19)... 

 
 
 

…the ramifications of Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the Garden and the subsequent curse is clearly enumerated in 
the Bible.  Though the fall and the curse appear in Gen. 3, nevertheless... 

 
 
 
It is through the almighty power of God that all of these are rendered inoperative in the New Heavens and the New 
Earth as the curse is removed (Rev. 21:3-4)! 
 
 
 
 
The ramifications of the removing of the curse... 

 
vv. 3b-4 
 
 
 
v. 5 

 
 
 

Point: Heaven is the place where God’s people co-reign with God- where the children of God share in His royalty (cf. 
Phil. 3:20-21)! And so while God’s name is on our foreheads such that we are His possession, God will not treat us like 
insignificant pieces of property.  Rather, here we read that we shall spend eternity co-reigning with God! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All sermons preached at Bethel are available on-line.  Listen to or watch this or any sermon at http://bethelpresbyterian.sermonaudio.com. 

Dr. G.R. Beasley-Murray put it this way, “Here is the ultimate reach of the bliss of God’s people in the city 
which descends from heaven: participation in the sovereignty of God and the Lamb...  that is an extension of 
the grace of God in Christ beyond the grasp of the human mind.  As such it brings to a fitting conclusion 
John’s vision of the city of God and the Lamb, leaving the reader dazzled, not to say dazed, with the glory of 
the prospect before him.” (Revelation, NCBC, pg. 333)


