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There have been in history many great leaders, and many of these leaders have been ruthless. Attila the                  
Hun. Genghis Khan. Ivan the Terrible. The twentieth century saw more than its share of tyrants. Joseph Stalin,                  
Adolf Hitler, Mao Zedong, Pol Pot, all killed millions of people. They were brutal, but they all believed they                   
were doing what was best for people. Some think these men great, but most would call them evil. Without                   
doubt, they were all feared for their cruelty. Machiavelli, in his work, The Prince, famously wrote about                 
“whether it is better to be belov’d or feard.” In his judgment, it is better to be feared. He wrote: 
 

I answer, a man might wish he would be the one and the other: but because hardly can they                   
subsist both together, It is much safer to be feared, than be loved… I conclude, then, returning to                  
the purpose of being feard, and belov’d; insomuch as men love at their own pleasure, and to                 
serve their own turne, and their fear depends upon the Princes pleasure, every wise prince ought                
to ground upon that which is of himself, and not that which is of another: only this, he ought to                    
use his best wits to avoid hatred, as was said. (Machiavelli, The Prince, Chapter XVII, translated                
by Edward Dacres) 

 
Some agree with Machiavelli. In a free society, however, another principle holds sway. In an article in Forbes                  
magazine, “Five Qualities To Improve To Be An Effective Leader,” the author writes that effective leaders                
“serve selflessly.” (Peter Economy, “Five Qualities to Improve To Be An Effective Leader,” Forbes, (July 26,                
2017) Another journalist, writing for the Consumer News and Business Channel, identifies “servant leadership”              
as one of six traits that the most influential and effective leaders have. (Zameena Mejia, “The most influential                  
and effective leaders have these 6 traits,” CNBC online, 6 July 2017) 

What makes a man great? According to Jesus, a great man is not one who rules over his fellow man, but 
one who serves his fellow man. Saint Mark writes: 
 

And they departed thence, and passed through Galilee; and he would not that any man should                
know it. For he taught his disciples, and said unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the                   
hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he shall rise the third day. But                     
they understood not that saying, and were afraid to ask him. And he came to Capernaum: and                 
being in the house he asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way?                  
But they held their peace: for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be                 
the greatest. And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man desire to be                    
first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. And he took a child, and set him in the midst                       
of them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he said unto them, Whosoever shall receive one                   
of such children in my name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me,                
but him that sent me. (Mark 9:30-37) 

 
God promised King David an heir to sit on his throne forever, and, after David’s death, the people                  

expected that heir. Yet, heirs came and went, and more of them were wicked than not. The people longed for                    
liberation from their oppressors, and for the restoration of the glory of Israel. However, the Christ would not be                   
the kind of liberator they hoped for. When Christ was born, the Jews were ruled by the wicked king Herod the                     
Great, himself a vassal of the pagan Roman state. When the magi came from the east to Jerusalem seeking to                    
worship the Christ child, king Herod, perceiving the child to be a threat to his rule, ordered that all the children                     
two years old and under be killed. (Matthew 2:1-18) John the Baptist expected the Christ overthrow the wicked                  
rulers, and right all the wrongs. When king Herod Antipas, son and heir of king Herod the Great, put John in                     
prison for preaching against him, John began to doubt that Jesus was the Christ. (Matthew 11:1-6; Luke                 
7:18-23) After Jesus fed five thousand people with five loaves of bread, and two small fishes, the people                  
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believed Him to be the promised Christ. They would have made Him king by force, but He, perceiving their                   
intentions, went into the hill country to get away from them. (John 6:1-15) When Jesus made His triumphal into                   
Jerusalem, the people cried out, “Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the                    
Lord: Hosanna in the highest.” (Luke 19:38) They believed Him to be the true son and heir to the throne of                     
David. They believed Him to be their liberator. He was, indeed, the true heir to the throne of David, and He was                      
their liberator. However, His liberation and His rule were not what they expected. When the Pharisees                
demanded Jesus tell them when the kingdom of God should come, He answered them, “The kingdom of God                  
cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is                    
within you.” (Luke 17:20, 21) When Pontius Pilate, the Roman procurator of Judea, asked Jesus if He is king of                    
the Jews, Jesus answered him, “My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would                     
my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.” (John                     
18:33-36) The kingdom of God is not an external kingdom, like other earthly kingdoms. It is not something that                   
can be seen. It has no walls, no throne room on earth. It is not upheld by force of arms. It not a matter of                         
external coercion, but of internal compulsion. Civil government can restrain behavior; it cannot change the               
heart. The Jews hoped for a political savior, but, as their bondage was a consequence of their sins, they ought to                     
have hoped for a spiritual savior. 

At first, Jesus’s disciples were no different from the rest of the people. They did not understand the                  
nature of the kingdom of God. They expected a secular kingdom, not a spiritual one, and they sought high                   
position in it. They even argued with each other about who would be greatest. (Luke 9:46) Jesus explained to                   
them that the kingdom of God operates by a principle that is opposite of that by which earthly kingdoms                   
operate. He said, “If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all.” Jesus gave them                        
the example of a child. In the Gospel according to Saint Matthew, Jesus said, “Except ye be converted, and                   
become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble                 
himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoso shall receive one such                    
little child in my name receiveth me.” (Matthew 18:3-5) Children are not without sin, but they do have a kind of                     
innocence. They are humble and trusting. They are unassuming. They like to pretend, but they make no                 
pretenses. Jesus told the disciples that, if they would be great in the kingdom, then they must be like children.                    
Indeed, no one can even enter into the kingdom unless he humbles himself and gives up his aspirations. 

In an earthly kingdom, the greatest is the one with the most authority, the one who has the power to bend                     
people to his will. In the kingdom of God, the greatest is the one who serves others, the one who bends his will                       
to them. The greatest in the kingdom does not do whatever another wishes, however; he does whatever another                  
needs. He does what is best for another. So, Jesus gave the Jews, not what they desired, but what they needed.                     
He offered them not political, but spiritual liberation, and people who are spiritually free do not need to be ruled                    
by other men. Jesus’s teaching on being a servant came shortly after He for a second time predicted His death                    
and resurrection. He told His disciples that men would kill Him, but that He would rise from the dead. He told                     
them He would die for His cause, and the disciples responded by arguing about who would be greatest in His                    
kingdom. Not long after this, Jesus planned to go to Jerusalem, and He sent messengers ahead to make                  
arrangements. They tried to do so with a village of Samaritans, but the Samaritans would not receive them. So,                   
James and John asked Jesus if He wanted them to call down fire from heaven upon the Samaritans, just as                    
Elijah had done. Jesus, however, said to them, “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. For the Son of                      
man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” (Luke 9:55, 56) These two devout disciples had not                     
yet understood the nature of Christ’s kingdom.  

When Jesus a third time predicted His death and resurrection, He told His disciples that He would be                  
mocked, and spit upon, and scourged, before being crucified. The prospect of Jesus’s humiliation was lost on                 
James and John. They were only concerned with their position in His kingdom. They asked Jesus that, when He                   
did established His kingdom, He make them His viceroys. The two brothers, along with Peter, made up the                  
inner circle of disciples, so they may not have thought themselves presumptuous in making such a request. The                  
other disciples, however, when they heard it, became indignant. Jesus had again to explain to them that His way                   
is contrary to the way of the world. He said: 
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Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them;                
and their great ones exercise authority upon them. But so shall it not be among you: but                 
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the                 
chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to                    
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. (Mark 10:42-44) 

 
The way of the natural man is to rule over other men. The way of the spiritual man is to serve other men. Jesus                        
offered Himself as an example. He, the Son of the Almighty God, did not come into the world so that men                     
might serve Him, but so that He might serve them. He came to serve men in the greatest way possible: He gave                      
His life so that they might free, free from the bondage of sin and death. 

At the Last Supper, when Jesus told His disciples that one of them would betray Him, everyone of them                   
denied that it was he. Then they again argued with each other over which of them was the greatest. Jesus again                     
told them that such thinking is the way of the heathen, and not the way of the disciple of Christ. It is the way of                         
man, and not of God. He said: 
 

The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon               
them are called benefactors. But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let him be                    
as the younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at                     
meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am among you as he that serveth.                     
(Luke 22:25-27) 

 
Secular authorities rule over people, and the people call them their benefactors. This is not the character of the                   
kingdom of God. In the kingdom of God, the greatest are those that serve. Jesus again gave Himself as an                    
example. According to the world, those that dine are greater than those that serve. Yet, at the Last Supper, Jesus                    
served His own disciples.  

How, then, can Christians be of service? The Christian must have the same mind that Jesus had.                 
Although He is the Son of God, He gave up His privilege as Son of God and became incarnate. He came into                      
the world to live like other men, and to live for other men. He not only lived for them, but He also died for                        
them. He did what was in their best interest. So, the Christian ought to, when necessary, lay aside his privilege,                    
and live for others. Saint Paul states it this way: Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in                    
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but                   
every man also on the things of others. (Philippians 2:3, 4) He wrote to the Ephesians that Christians ought to                    
submit themselves one to another. So, wives ought to submit to recognize the authority of their husbands, and                  
submit to it in the Lord. Husbands ought to love their wives as Christ loved the church, and sacrificed Himself                    
for it. Children ought to obey their parents in the Lord, and fathers ought to train their children, but not be                     
overbearing. Those who serve ought to serve well, as though they are serving the Lord. Those in authority ought                   
to treat those in their service justly and fairly, knowing that God is their master, and that He treats all men justly                      
and fairly, no matter their station in life. (Ephesians 5:21-6:9 Colossians 4:18-5:1) 

Is it better to be “belov’d or feard?” For God, it is both. The greatest commandment is, “Thou shalt love                    
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) Yet,                     
He said to rebellious Israel, “Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence.” (Jeremiah                    
5:22) Jesus said, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him                       
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28) The Christian must both love God, and                    
fear Him. What about for man? Is it better for a man to be “belov’d or feard?” The one who is greatest in the                        
kingdom of heaven is neither the one who is loved, nor the one who is feared. The one who is greatest in the                       
kingdom of God is the one who loves. 

Let us love God, and let us fear God. Let us not seek to rule over others, but to serve others, just as the                        
Son of God came, not to be served, but to serve. 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto 
His God and Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 


