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Message:   Praying for Boldness to Make Christ Known

Text:         Ephesians  6:18-20
Introduction

  A.  As Christ’s apostle, Paul comes to the end of his last major paragraph in his letter to the Ephesians,
exhorting the church to put on the whole armor of God, to put on all the virtues of Jesus Christ, we see
that prayer is essential in our protection from the temptations and designs of the devil, against whom
with his fallen angels (demons) the church is constantly at war.

 Ephesians 6:11  Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the

devil. ... 18   W ith all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all

perseverance and petition for all the saints,  and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the 19

opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in 20

chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 

  B.  We saw last week how Paul uses the word “all” 4x to directed us in how, when, and for whom to pray.

  C.  It is striking in our Scripture text (and therefore what we want to highlight) is that while each of us is    
responsible before Christ to put on His likeness, His protective armor, we are dependent upon one    
another to be adequately and fully armed for spiritual battle.  We are dependent on the prayers of others,  

 and so we are commanded to pray for all the saints.  Notice Paul includes himself among those saints    
needing the prayers of fellow believers.  So sincerely does he believe his need of the prayers of other    
believers that he constantly not only prays for the churches, but ... 

      1. ... asks for their prayers.  E.g., ...

1 Thessalonians 5:25    Brethren, pray for us.

2 Thessalonians 3:1    Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified,

just as it did also with you; 

      2. ... counts on their prayers to help him.

2 Corinthians 1:11    you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many

persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many. 

Philippians 1:19   for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of

the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

Philemon 1:22   At the same time also prepare me a lodging, for I hope that through your prayers I will be given

to you. 

  D.  So when the Lord through James tells us ...

  James 4:2   ...  You do not have because you do not ask. 

... He is not simply telling me I don’t have because I don’t ask, but also, I don’t have because you don’t   
ask.  You don’t have because I don’t ask.  And so James additionally writes ... 

James 5:16   Therefore, ...  pray for one another so that you may be healed.

  E.  There are many things for which we ought to pray for one another.  Today we want to focus on Paul’s 
request for the church’s prayers for him to make Christ known as he ought to do.  At the end of this
message we’ll have opportunity to pray for one another that we might bear witness to Christ as we ought  
to do.



 F.  During the summer of 2013 we organized individuals into representative groups called “I care groups” from
each of our 5 flocks plus our youth.  We asked you to affirm our church’s strengths and identify what 
needs to be strengthened.  Consistently across our groups was mentioned the need to be strengthened in
our local evangelism, in our members bearing witness to Christ.

      1.  We spent the following Fall semester in our small groups working though David Platt’s video material
“Threads” to help equip us to share threads of the gospel as the Lord gives us opportunity.  We are
at present resurrecting our local outreach team to help us as a body better focus on bearing a local
witness to Christ.

      2.  These are all good things, but our text today reminds us that there is something more foundational to
our local or international witness to Christ.  We begin evangelizing, as we ought to begin every kind of
ministry, by praying, not just for ourselves, but as Paul directs, “for all the saints.”  Paul understands 
that Satan wants to suppress his witness to Christ.  (Our infantry today often speaks of lay down
“suppressing fire” on the enemy so he can’t move.)  So Paul asks the church to pray explicitly and    
implicitly for ...

a.  utterance
b.  opportunity
c.  boldness
d.  deliverance

I.  Utterance

Ephesians 6:19    and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to

make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 

  A.  Utterance to say the right things in the right way at the right time.

Proverbs 15:23   A man has joy in an apt answer, And how delightful is a timely word! 

Proverbs 25:11   Like apples of gold in settings of silver Is a word spoken in right circumstances. 

Ephesians 4:29   Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for

edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 

  B.  The right thing to say is what “the mystery of the gospel” reveals, the “mystery of Christ,” 

Ephesians 3:3  that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  By 4

referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,  which in other 5

generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and

prophets in the Spirit;  that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow 6

partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

II.  Opportunity

  A.  Implied in asking for utterance to speak is praying for an opportunity to speak, for Paul is not asking for   
utterance to speak to himself.  Paul makes this implicit request explicit in the parallel text in Colossians.

Ephesians 6:19    and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to

make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 

Colossians 4:2  Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving;  praying at the 3

same time for us as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the

mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 



  B.  Implicit in requesting an opportunity to speak is the necessity for us to be prepared for those opportunities    
   for which we pray.  Therefore, Peter says ...

1 Peter 3:15  but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone

who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

III.  Boldness

Ephesians 6:19  and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in 20

proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

  A.  It was because Paul spoke the mystery of the gospel, that Gentiles are saved through faith in Jesus Messiah,
numbered among God’s people, having an inheritance and hope of glory, that Paul was in prison - “in    
chains.”

Ephesians 3:1  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 

  B.  When in the Jerusalem temple he spoke the truth of the gospel that believing Gentiles are fellow heirs with
Jewish saints, the Jews went ballistic and would have torn Paul apart if the Roman cohort had not  
intervened.  When given a chance to speak from the stairway, they listened to Paul until he mentioned
the Lord sending him to the Gentiles, and went ballistic again.  Paul has been in chains ever since.

Acts 22:21   "And He said to me, 'Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.'"  They listened to him up 22

to this statement, and then they raised their voices and said, "Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he should

not be allowed to live!" 

      1.  Who more than Paul has exhibited boldness for the gospel.  He was beaten, imprisoned, stoned, suffered   
shipwreck, cold, hunger, death threats, and yet kept bearing witness to Christ.

      2.  Yet he recognized that apart from Christ he would fail under the next threat to his safety, comfort,    
acceptance, so he asks the church to pray for him that he might boldly proclaim Christ.

IV.  Deliverance  

Ephesians 6:19  and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make

known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,  for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming 20

it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

  A.  Deliverance from external opposition and obstructions

Romans 15:30-32    Now I urge you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive

together with me in your prayers to God for me,  that I may be rescued from those who are disobedient in 31

Judea, and that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints;  so that I may come to you in joy 32

by the will of God and find refreshing rest in your company. 

  B.  Deliverance from internal temptations and obstructions

      1.  Fear of man - economic, social, safety/physical repercussions.  Since he was in a “chain” for the gospel
3:1:13, he might be tempted to omit reference to the gospel, or to omit controversial, politically sensitive 

   elements.  Since the mystery of the Gospel involved the inclusion of Gentiles in the church, Jewish
sensitivities often went ballistic.  The Romans, keeping peace in the empire by the policy, 1 race, 1     
religion, allowing only 1 religion per ethnic group, might seek to quell Jewish disturbances over the    
gospel by executing its ambassadors. 



Proverbs 29:25   The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 

John 12:42   Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not

confessing Him , for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; 

      2.  Praise of man

Galatians 1:9   As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to

what you received, he is to be accursed!  For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving 10

to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

      3.  Distractions of man

Luke 8:14   "The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their

way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 

Conclusion

  A.  Believers are called by Christ to know Him and to make Him known.  Christ also said, “Apart from me    
you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Satan will lay down all kinds of “suppressing fine” to keep the    
knowledge of Christ from advancing.

  B.  God provides for our equipping and defense against such spiritual opposition.  The foundation of all that
we need is Christ, and a foundational step in accessing His strength and grace to know Him and make    
Him known is praying according to His Word, not simply me praying for me, but me and you and we    
praying for one another, for all the saints.  Remember the full implication of the words of James - You    
have not, because we ask not.  We have not, because you ask not.  Therefore, let’s pray for one another.

James 4:2   ...  You do not have because you do not ask. 

James 5:16   Therefore, ...  pray for one another 

  C.  As the musicians play in the background, pray silently for those sitting around you, that Christ might grant
them the utterance, opportunity, boldness, and deliverance they need to bear witness to Christ as they    
ought to do.
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