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THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, PART 1 

(SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2015) 

Scripture Reading: 10 Words; Phil. 2:1-11 

INTRODUCTION 

A glorious subject – the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What is the heart of the Christian life? 

God has saved rebels who once hated Him so that we will now obey and follow Him. 

We believe and confess not simply dry and boring principles but faith in a Lord and Savior. 

And yet in the face of heresy we must make sure we are constantly guided by the written Word 
of God. 

Martin Luther stated, “Every word in the Bible points to Christ.”  

And J. I. Packer has stated, “Jesus saw himself as the key to Scripture and it as the key to 
himself.”1  

To exhaustively study the doctrine of Christ, one would literally have to study every word of 
Scripture and consider its relationship either directly or indirectly to the person and work of 
Christ.  

In the next several weeks, following the outline of the Westminster Confession of Faith, we will 
focus on the Doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I will focus on 3 main points: 

1. The Deity of Jesus Christ 

2. The Humanity of Jesus Christ 

3. The Two Natures and One Person of Jesus Christ 

 

 

1.   THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST 

What is the key statement in the New Testament concerning Jesus Christ? 

                                                
1 The Complete Gathered Gold, s.v. Bible – and Christ. 
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It is that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

Acts 10:36 The word which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching peace through 
Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—  

 
Rom. 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart 
that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  

 
1Cor. 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 
calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.  

 
Phil. 2:11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

 

Why is the word Lord so important? 

This word in Greek, kyrios, is used to translate God’s covenant name used in the OT, Yahweh. 

Jesus Christ is Yahweh. 

Jesus is the head of the great covenant that God has made with man. 

Jesus is everything that God is!2 

Now this is certainly not the only word that shows the divinity of Jesus Christ. 

What are some of the other terms used in the NT? 

Other names or terms include – Son of God, Christ or Messiah, God, Fullness of Deity, Son of 
Man, Word of God, Image of God, Savior, Holy One, Alpha and Omega.3 

The evidence for showing the deity of Jesus Christ is overwhelming. 

The same record is seen in church history. As John Frame notes, although early Christians 
battled among themselves over a number of issues, there is no evidence that any of them denied 
the deity of Christ.4  

                                                
2 Points taken from John Frame, Systematic Theology, 881. 
3 Frame, Systematic Theology, 881. 
4 Ibid. 
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Now later in church history in the 4th century, you have an elder or presbyter from the city of 
Alexandria, Egypt named Arius. 

Arius and his followers taught that Christ was the creator of the world but also that Christ was 
himself created by God and therefore not truly divine.5  

Arius and his followers were excommunicated by a council of 100 Egyptian and Libyan bishops 
at Alexandria in the year A.D. 321. But this did not end the controversy.  

Eventually in the year A.D. 325 the emperor Constantine called together approximately 318 
bishops to deal with the controversy. They met in what today is the country of Turkey in a city 
called Nicea. 

This great council produced one of the most significant creeds still used today by Christians, the 
Nicene Creed. 

The creed declared, and I read in part: 

We believe in one God the Father, Almighty, Creator of all things visible and invisible;  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, that 
is, from the essence of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten not created, of the same essence of the Father, through whom all things 
came into being, both in heaven and in earth;  

In theology we speak of God the Son, Jesus Christ, being of the same substance or essence as 
the Father.  

These words can be confusing. What do we mean by the substance of God?  

The word substance, which comes from Latin, is a translation of the Greek word, essence used 
in the Nicene Creed.  

The word substance or essence is used in order to establish that God the Son, Jesus Christ, is not 
in any way less God.  

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are each fully and equally God. They share the same essence or 
substance. 

Please turn again in your Bibles to Philippians 2. 

One of the things to obviously keep in mind is that in the NT, the doctrine of Christ is not 
explained in the form of a lecture or Systematic Theology. 

                                                
5 Philip Schaff, History of the Christian Church, s.v. § 119. 
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As you look at one of the most beautiful passages in the NT here in Philippians 2, what is the 
context for Paul speaking about Jesus Christ? 

The context is a call to humility and unity. 

Now this in no way detracts from the truth of what we are seeking to understand.  

However, we must keep in mind that as the NT explains an important doctrine, it is doing so for 
a purpose. 

Let this mind be in you! 

This is a command from God’s Word. This is how you are to think and live. 

You are to have the attitude or thinking that was also in Christ Jesus. 

The verb translated as “let this mind” is used 7x in Philippians. It is one of the key verbs in this 
letter. 

Verse 6 states that Christ Jesus was in the form of God and yet did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God. 

The word form is an important word used also in verse 7. 

The word form means, “that which truly characterizes a given reality.”6  

One commentator has noted that Paul chose the right word both in describing the reality that 
Christ is truly God and that he became truly man.7  

From eternity he was in the form of God. In time Christ also became a man. He took on the 
form of a slave or bondservant. 

The translation robbery is likely not the best translation of this word used only 1x in the NT. 

It is a difficult translation. 

Another version reads: did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own 
advantage.8 

In His glory the Son of God willingly determined to humble himself so that the glorious plan of 
redemption could be fulfilled. 

Is there anything that comes close to this?  

                                                
6 Gordon Fee, p. 204. 
7 Ibid, p. 204. 
8 HCSB 
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It is like comparing a tiny hill in your back yard to Mt. Everest. 

This is the attitude that you are to have. This is how the Lord Jesus Christ commands you to act 
in light of what He did. 

Now Paul makes it very clear that what Jesus did was not just to set an example. 

He humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross! 

What this means is that no sacrifice or act of humbling on your part will ever compare nor be 
too great when truly done for God. 

Let this mind of Christ be always in you! 
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2. THE HUMANITY OF JESUS CHRIST 

Verses 7 and 8 continue this glorious meditation on what the Lord Jesus Christ did for us. 

Verse 7 says that he made Himself of no reputation. 

Other versions read, He emptied himself. 

There are those who twist the proper meaning of these words. 

Paul explains what this means in the next three phrases. 

How did the Son of God make Himself of no reputation or empty Himself? 

1) By taking on the form (same word as verse 6) of a slave. 

2) By looking like other men 

3) By sharing in human nature.9 

This is very important! 

Paul is describing the incarnation. 

When Jesus made Himself of no reputation He did not do so by giving up any of His deity but by 
taking on something new. 

The incarnation was not a subtraction, not God the Son losing His deity to become a man, but 
an addition, God the Son adding to His divine nature and person a fully human nature. Forever, 
Jesus Christ, remains the God-man. 

We should also consider that in His incarnation, Jesus Christ was not in anyway becoming of 
second rank to God the Father. 

Yes, God the Father did not take on human flesh nor did the Holy Spirit. But we should not 
think that somehow God the Son had to do something that has given Him a position of lower 
honor or glory.  

It is not that God the Son was given the lowly job of having to take on a human nature which the 
Father nor the Spirit wanted to do.  

The different roles our Triune God has in bringing about the great work of redemption do not 
mean in anyway a ranking in terms of importance.  

                                                
9 NET Bible 
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For in the work of Jesus Christ we have the work of the Triune God. In Jesus Christ we see what 
our Triune God is fully like.10 

Just as Jesus taking on a human nature does not mean that He is any less God, so the fact that 
Jesus remains fully God does not mean that His human nature is less real than ours. 

Jesus wasn’t just a great actor who played the role of a man throughout His life and ministry. 

He did not fake being hungry or tired. Jesus had to eat, drink, and sleep just like you and I do.  

The temptation He experienced from Satan wasn’t just a game. Yes, He did triumph in a mighty 
way, but it was still a real testing that He faced.  

A great victory doesn’t mean that His earthly life was easy or pain free. 

Now why did the Son of God have to add to His divine nature a fully human nature? 

There are several key verses from Hebrews which answer this question. 

Heb. 2:14   Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself 
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the 
power of death, that is, the devil,  

Heb. 2:16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of 
Abraham.  17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He 
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people.  

Heb. 4:15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

Paul in Galatians 4 also answers the question of why the Son of God had to become incarnate 
and add to His divine person and nature a fully human nature. 

Gal. 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law,  5 to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons. 

3. THE TWO NATURES AND ONE PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST 

                                                
10 Letham, 391. 
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Today is an important day in Church History. It is almost the 500th anniversary of the famous 
day in Wittenberg when people would have started to read the 95 Theses posted by Luther on 
the door of the castle church. 

Today is also the 1564th anniversary of the ending of the Council of Chalcedon. 

From October 8 to November 1, A.D. 451,  500-600 bishops met in the city of Chalcedon. 

From this important council comes the Chalcedon creed which we also reference in our own 
church’s creed. 

We speak of Christ as being one person. He is one self-conscious, self-asserting and acting 
subject. 

The Son of God from eternity has been one person. 

But our Lord Jesus Christ does have two natures after His incarnation. 

A nature is a group of attributes; a person is a being who bears those attributes.11 

Christ has a divine nature. 

As such as He has the total power of God in Him.  

Christ also has a human nature, which came from His incarnation. In his human nature he has 
the same limitations that we do in terms of knowledge, feeling, and understanding. His human 
body was just like our human body, because it is part of His human nature.12 

Now it is very important to understand that although all men are sinners, sin is not an essential 
component of human nature. 

Man was made holy and innocent and became a sinner in breaking God’s covenant.13 

The Chalcedon Creed and Westminster Confession both properly teach that in the one person 
of Jesus Christ are two natures that work perfectly together without being mixed together or one 
being turned into another or being totally separate. 

Now this is something that we cannot fully explain in our own experience or through the use of 
psychology.  

We believe this to be true because of the witness of Scripture. Jesus did not switch back and 
forth from being God to being man.  

                                                
11 Frame, Systematic Theology, 889. 
12 A. A. Hodge, Westminster Confession of Faith, 141. 
13 Frame, Systematic Theology, 889. 
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The two natures of Christ give perfect explanation for His miracles, His ability to satisfy the 
infinite wrath of God, and bring us salvation, as well as being like us so that His obedience could 
truly be given to us as our obedience. 

And so when we think of the person and work of Christ after His incarnation we must think of 
Him always as the God-man, one person, two natures which are never in conflict but in perfect 
harmony. 

John Murray points out that there are places in the gospels where we see the limitations of Jesus’ 
human nature. For example: 

Matt. 24:36   “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but 
My Father only. 

Matt. 26:39   He went a little farther and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, “O My 
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You 
will.” 

And yet in these very same passages where we see the limitations of Jesus’ human nature we see 
also the profound awareness of Jesus’ relationship to His Heavenly Father and His own divine 
self-identity.14 

And we also believe this because we understand that our salvation depends completely on this 
truth.  

The angel Gabriel who appeared to Zacharias and also to Mary in Luke 1 could not have brought 
us salvation though through the power of God he could have likely done amazing things. God 
cannot die.  

And so it is absolutely necessary that Christ have a human nature which could suffer and die on 
the cross in order to fully pay for our sin. 

Only Jesus Christ as the God-man could accomplish all that was necessary in God’s perfect plan 
of salvation. 

And even now exalted in Heaven, Jesus Christ, remains forever the God-man. His physical body 
is not everywhere present.  

But we can call unto Him because He does everywhere hear our cries and prayers. He knows 
better than you your problems and your trials. He knows perfectly as the God-man everything 
that you are facing which is why you are to cry unto Him. 

                                                
14 John Murray, “The Person of Christ,” in Collected Writings of John Murray. Cited by Robert L. Reymond, 612. 
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CONCLUSION: 

Before we come to the Lord’s Supper, let me share a few points of application. 

We have to be careful in living as Christians that we do not embrace fads or man made rules. 

There are lots and lots of fads out there – those who claim to have the secret of the Christian life 
and such.  

Reject these fads. 

Reject those who make man-made rules. 

The Christian life can be summarized in various ways. One of them is the powerful but simple 
call of Jesus Christ – Follow me! 

Now the whole word of God is the instruction for following Jesus Christ. He is Lord of all. 

I do think it is important that although we don’t seek to rank what parts of Scripture are more 
important we do often need to read the gospels. 

The book of Exodus also details what it means to follow Jesus Christ. The gospels we can say 
most clearly show us this path of discipleship so that we will embrace all of God’s Word. 

We know also that modern day Christianity is characterized by a lot of slogans – some more silly 
than others. 

I have mentioned a number of times some of these slogans – WWJD, we are the hands and feet 
of Jesus, see Jesus in others, and the list goes on. 

While I think most of these slogans are to be rejected as either trite or in some cases heretical, 
we are not to do so as Pharisees. 

Let us reject the folly of the Christian world but not because we are superior, much more serious 
Christians. 

We reject them because we humbly and we know often inconsistently are seeking the inspired 
and infallible direction of God’s Word. 

Eph. 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.  2 And walk in love, as Christ 
also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma. 

Prayer 

Hymn: 357 
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Benediction – Hebrews 12:1-3 

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who 
endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 


