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It has been a long time since I have sung one of the songs that we sang today that I think 

is a very, very special one and fits into the message that I am bringing tonight, the 

number 26, “Holy Bible, Book Divine.”   

 

One of my favorite preachers when I have an opportunity to hear somebody else is a 

pastor that I think is one of the best living preachers today, the Albert N. Martin who is 

pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in Montville, New Jersey, up near New York City, up in 

that area. And pastor Martin just has marvellous messages. I don’t get a chance to hear 

him that often, but when I do I am always blessed by his ministry. 

 

Once I heard him preach a message on the Word of God and he has a tremendous and 

incredible reverence for God’s Word and a true desire to make it known to people. And 

as he began this sermon he started by quoting this hymn. And he said something like—I 

don’t remember the exact words—we often wonder what it is that we ought talk about 

when we speak about the Word of God. We speak with reverence. We speak with love. 

And one of the things we need to understand is that it is the divine book. It is not a divine 

book. It is the book that is given to us by almighty God. And then he quoted “Holy Bible, 

book divine, precious treasure thou art mine.”  He talked about how much he loved the 

Word and he is a man who devotes his life to nothing but the preaching of the Word of 

God.  

 

He is the senior pastor.  I think there are four pastors in the church where he is and he is 

the primary preacher on a regular basis, one whose insight into Scripture has really 

amazed me.  And it is based, I believe, on an incredible and in depth love for the Word of 

God. It is God’s Word. 

 

As we consider the Word of God today we need to understand, first of all, that the Bible 

has faced incredible onslaught in recent years. Well, that is nothing new. It has received 

onslaught in the last couple of generations particularly, but often you go to places where 

you would expect to hear something about God’s Word, to hear something about its 

teaching and instead you hear theories, you hear concepts that are really contrary to the 

teaching of God’s Word.   

 

One by one we have seen theological seminaries turn away from a belief in the inerrancy 

of the Word of God, that everything in it is there without error and it is God’s Word. 
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Amazing how may seminaries have turned away from this vital truth. We see the same 

things in many schools that have called themselves Christian schools.   

 

And by the way the word “Christian” is used in so many different ways by so many 

different people that we have to be careful. Just because we hear the word “Christian,” 

that doesn’t mean it is. 

 

Also we see the same thing in churches. I have visited churches.  Nancy and I have 

visited when we have been on vacation thinking that these churches would be places 

where we would hear God’s Word proclaimed in all of its soundness and glory and have 

found it, on the contrary, we have had pastors who would stand up and teach things that 

are quite contrary to the Word of God, in many cases things that are very subtle. 

 

I can give you a couple of examples. I heard a sermon not too long ago when we were 

visiting somewhere in which the pastor was preaching on the book of Isaiah. I personally 

believe—and I believe Scripture bears out the fact—that Isaiah was written by Isaiah. 

That is fairly easy to believe, that Isaiah is the author of Isaiah.   

 

Well, there is a theory that critics of the Scripture have that say that part of Isaiah was 

written by Isaiah and part of Isaiah was written by some other guy a couple of hundred 

years later.  They don’t know his name so they call him second Isaiah. And then the last 

portion of the book of Isaiah they say it was written by another fellow later on and they 

call him third Isaiah.  And here was a pastor in what I would consider—or expected to 

be—and evangelical, Bible believing church who got up and said that he was now going 

to quote from 2 Isaiah.  I thought it was very interesting.   

 

And these are things that occur. We see issues like this, people in very subtle ways 

denying the great truths of the inerrancy, infallibility of the Word of God.  I think it is 

important that we have a foundation to understand the truth of what the Scripture is.   

 

Well, first of all before we get into all of that I think it is important for us to realize that 

there are some cases in which God has seen fit to actually dictate things. That is not 

common, but there are some times that we read the very Word that came from God out of 

the mouth of God. 

 

We see for instance in a passage that I am sure we are all familiar with in Genesis where 

God is talking to Adam and Eve. He speaks to them very, very clearly and it says, for 

instance, in Genesis chapter two in verse 18 it says, “Then the LORD God said...”
1
 

 

Now, then we have quote marks. And the rest of the words are the actual words that God 

spoke.  “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for 

him.”
2
 And so we read God’s very words as they are spoken here and, of course, in this 

passage where he challenges Adam to eat of all of the trees of the garden, but not to eat of 

one. He speaks and it is God’s very Word.   

                                                 
1
 Genesis 2:18 

2
 Ibid.  
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We see another example of that in Exodus chapter 20 where God is giving to us the 10 

Commandments. And we read in the beginning of that chapter, Exodus 20.  It says, 

“Then God spoke all these words, saying...”
3
 And the rest of that context is the actual 

Word of God.  It is the Word that he wrote with his own hand on tablets of stone and 

gave to Moses.  But this is God speaking. 

 

There are times that we see this occurring in other instances. I am going to give just one 

other. We can flip over to the New Testament. We have an example of this very thing. In 

Acts chapter13 we have a passage where God the Holy Spirit speaks and we read in the 

second verse, “And while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 

said...”
4
  Now the Holy Spirit is God. God actually spoke and said to them, “Set apart for 

Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”
5
 

 

So there are occasions when God actually speaks. There are occasions where God writes 

his Word in tablets of stone and these are given to the people of God. But that is not the 

most common thing. In most cases we find that the writers of Scripture write themselves 

what they are thinking.  They are, in many cases I am sure, not aware that they are 

writing God’s Word.  They are just writing their own words.   

 

Interestingly enough when we examine the Scriptures in the original languages we find 

out—and this is fascinating—that there is not one common vocabulary that we could call 

the Holy Spirit’s language and I think there would be. If it is all from God one might 

think, well, you know, you turn to the book of Acts or you turn to the book of Hebrews or 

John or whatever and it is kind of going to be all the same because it is from God, but it is 

not.  It is not at all. 

 

Instead we have the various personalities, traits and vocabularies of the various writers of 

Scripture. And I can remember in seminary when I was studying Greek I had a wonderful 

time when we were looking at the book of John.  John, by the way, is the easiest book in 

the entire Bible to read. The vocabulary is simple and you start studying Greek and 

everybody wants to study John because, I mean, anybody can read John once you have 

learned a little Greek.  Turn to the book of Hebrews and it is a different story. I mean it is 

a nightmare. The vocabulary is difficult, the syntax. The grammar is difficult. Not the 

book of John.  It is altogether different. 

 

We know, for instance, that Luke was a physician and if you read through the book of 

Luke and the book of acts—and, of course, Luke wrote both of those—if you read 

through those carefully you will find medical terminology in there because he was a 

physician. So he spoke in terms that he understood. 

 

So it is important for us to realize that in most cases God did not dictate the Word. It is 

not as if God stood behind Luke and said, “Now, Luke this is what I want you to write in 

                                                 
3
 Exodus 20:1 

4
 Acts 13:2 

5
 Ibid.  
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the book that we are going to call the Acts of the Apostles.”  He didn’t do that. Luke sat 

down and he wrote a book and it, in fact, was part of God’s Word, but it was written by 

Luke and it was written in Luke’s vocabulary with the kind of expressions that he would 

normally use in his every day life.  

 

Well, what, then, does the Bible teach us about this concept of the inspiration of 

Scripture?   

 

Well, first of all, one of the passages that we need to read—it is so very important—there 

are two main passages, but we are going to look at four tonight. The first main passage is 

2 Timothy chapter three verses 16 and 17 and I am sure that most of you have read this. 

My guess is that most of you at one time or another memorized it. It says: 

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be 

adequate, equipped for every good work.
6
 

 

Now the main words that we need to look at here are, first of all, “all Scripture” and the 

word “inspired.”  The word “all Scripture” is inclusive. It is talking about everything that 

we consider to be the Bible. Now it is important for us to understand that at the time that 

Paul wrote this the whole Bible had not yet been compiled. But he was talking about all 

of the Word of God that would eventually be ours. It is all inspired. 

 

But the word “inspired” is a very important word that we need to look at and we need to 

look at it in some detail. When we think of inspiration this is what we usually think of. I 

think of people who are inspiring. You have met inspiring people.  I mean folks you just 

get around them and you get excited.  Have you ever been around folks like that? I mean 

they just turn you on.  All you have to do is be near them and the room lights up and there 

is enthusiasm and excitement. These are inspiring people. 

 

There are people who have a sense of inspiration. They feel that they have gotten 

something special from God and they are inspired to do something. That is not what this 

word means. It has nothing to do with that concept or with those concepts whatsoever.  

And that is where a lot of confusion has come into this passage.  

 

The word is a compound word in Greek and the two parts are “God” and “breathed.” 

Those are two parts that are put together. And basically it means something that is 

breathed of God. It is as if I could say that my words are breathed by me.  Ok?  That as I 

speak breath comes out of my mouth and you can hear the words that I am speaking. 

 

Well, I am not God. The words that God gives are breathed by God so that every single 

words is a word that God wanted us to read and to understand. When Luke was sitting 

down there and he wrote the book of Acts and he was writing it to a man by the name of 

Theophilus and I don’t think that he really had a concept of what this would be, the fact 

                                                 
6
 2 Timothy 3:16-17 



Page 5 of 10 

 

that it was truly God’s Word. He was writing an account of what the apostles’ did and he 

wanted to tell Theophilus, an important man, about these events.  

 

Somehow God was there in the midst of that process making sure that every single word 

that he wrote would, in fact, be the word that God wanted to be written for his own 

purposes.  That is what this means. It is God breathed.  

 

That can give us a sense of confidence.  I can turn to the book of Isaiah, Jeremiah. I can 

turn to the book of Revelation.  I can turn to the book of Mark and I know that I am 

reading the Word of God. It is God’s Word.  And so this Scripture teaches us that it is 

profitable, God’s Word, because it is inspired. It is profitable for—as it says—teaching 

reproof, correction, training in righteousness.  Why is it profitable? Not because it is like 

some good novel that has been well written. No.  Because every word is the Word that is 

breathed by God. That is [?]. 

 

For us to understand it a little further we may want to ask the question: What did the most 

important person who ever lived believe about the Bible? And by that I am obviously 

referring to the Lord Jesus.  

 

There are many statements in Scripture that would give us an idea of Jesus’ view of the 

Bible. But I would like to look at just two of them with you.  One is in Matthew chapter 

four where Jesus is being challenged by the devil. Now one of the things that I find 

interesting here is that the devil has a real understanding of God’s Word. He really does. 

He probably knows it better than most of us do. He knows it from beginning to end. And 

he would use that Word to try to challenge the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus, in every one of 

his responses in this challenge by the devil uses Scripture to give his answer.  That says 

something to me. 

 

Let’s take a look at it. “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 

tempted by the devil.”
7
  By the way, this is very important. It is not the devil that led 

Jesus up into the wilderness. It is the Spirit of God. In other words, it was God’s plan that 

this challenge would be faced by Jesus and that he would be victorious. It was the Spirit 

that led him.  

 

Ok.  Jesus is led up into the wilderness. And then it says, “And after He had fasted forty 

days and forty nights, He then became hungry.”
8
 I would, too, wouldn’t you?  You know, 

I have fasted. I have never fasted 40 days and 40 nights. I have never been...gosh. I don’t 

think I have made it a whole week.   

 

But here it is after 40 days, 40 nights of not eating he became hungry.  And then the devil 

spoke to him and he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become 

bread.”
9
 

 

                                                 
7
 Matthew 4:1 

8
 Matthew 4:2 

9
 Matthew 4:3 
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Now I would think that a hungry person would want bread and that’s logical, right? I 

mean, we would think that. And we know that Jesus would have the power to do this. He 

was the one, remember, who took the bread and the fishes and multiplied them so that 

there was enough for 5000 people, well over 5000 people, 5000 men plus the women and 

children to eat. If he could do that he could easily turn the stones into bread.  Remember, 

the Lord Jesus was the one who at the marriage feast in Cana of  Galilee took plain, 

ordinary, every day water and turned it into wine. If someone could turn water into wine, 

can multiply bread and fish so multitudes of people could eat it, certainly he could have 

taken the stones and made them into bread. 

 

But his response is very interesting.  He quotes Scripture. He says, “It is written, ‘Man 

shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”
10

 

 

You see he says in meeting this challenge—quote—the Word of God.  

 

Then the second challenge is this. It says, “Then the devil took Him into the holy city; 

and he had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple...”
11

 way up high.  “And he said to 

him, ‘If You are the Son of God throw Yourself down; for it is written...’”
12

 

 

And notice this, the devil quotes Scripture. That is an interesting one, isn’t it? He says, 

“‘He will give his angels charge concerning you’ and ‘on their hands they will bear you 

up lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
13

 

 

What is he saying? The devil is saying, “You know the Word, Jesus. You know, 

Scripture. Scripture says you throw yourself down, God is going to protect you. You 

know that.” And God would have.  He would have been protected. 

 

But his response is another quote from the Word of God where he says, “On the other 

hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the lord your God to the test.’”
14

 

 

Second challenge. This time the devil quotes Scripture and Jesus quotes Scripture to meet 

the challenge.   

 

It says: 

 

Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all 

the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these 

things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me." Again, the devil 

took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of 

                                                 
10

 Matthew 4:4 
11

 Matthew 4:5 
12

 Matthew 4:6 
13

 Ibid.  
14

 Matthew 4:7 
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the world, and their glory; and he said to Him, "All these things will I give 

You, if You fall down and worship me."
15

 

 

Kind of an interesting challenge because although the devil is the prince of the power of 

the air the devil has a lot of control in this world. Jesus, God the Father, the Holy Spirit 

are the ones who own all things.   

 

But he said, “I’ll give this to you. I will give you power over it. Whatever power I have I 

will give it to you.” 

 

Jesus responds and says to him: 

 

Begone, Satan! For it is written, ‘you shall worship the Lord your God, 

and serve him only.’ Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and 

began to minister to Him.
16

 

 

Here we have the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrating the validity of the Word of God.  I 

want to tell you. It would be wonderful that if each of us would use the Bible that way, 

wouldn’t it?  Could you imagine if every time we face a challenge in life God brings to 

our memory passages of the Word of God to help us meet the challenge.  Someone tells 

us we ought to do this and you realize that it is not according to what the Word of God 

says and immediately to our thoughts come portions of Scripture that we have learned 

and memorized and studied.   

 

They say to us, “No, you can’t do that.” And we obey what the Word of God has to say. 

 

What a marvellous example, but it demonstrates Jesus’ view of the Bible.   

 

One other passage that talks about Jesus’ view of the Bible is found in Matthew chapter 

five in the Sermon on the Mount.  In Matthew five Jesus is speaking in verses 17 and 18 

and he says, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets.”
17

 

 

By the way the term “Law and the Prophets” was a technical term used to refer to the Old 

Testament Scriptures. And you heard the Law and the Prophets is referring to the Old 

Testament.  And he says, “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 

did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.”
18

  And then he says, “For truly I say to you, until 

heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the 

Law, until all is accomplished.”
19

 

 

Now for us to understand that we need to understand what it means if you say a jot and a 

tittle or the smallest letter and stroke. The smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet is the 

                                                 
15

 Matthew 4:8-9 
16

 Matthew 4:10-11 
17

 Matthew 5:17 
18

 Ibid.  
19

 Matthew 5:18 
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letter yodh and is the letter that is being referred to here. If you would take a Hebrew 

letter—if you will just look at me—of about this size. And let’s say that this is the normal 

letter and all the letters are that size (a), the yodh would be something that looks like that 

(y).  It is a little, tiny, almost like an apostrophe, but it is a whole letter. It is just as 

important as the larger letter, pronounced with a Y and it is the smallest letter in the 

Hebrew alphabet. 

 

The Lord Jesus is saying that the yodh will not pass away. And then the stroke that is 

referred here or the tittle as it is in some translations is a stroke that is added to certain 

letters. To give you an example there is a letter that looks something like this (k).  It 

looks like our C.  It is not pronounced C.  But we can change that letter. And it can be 

made something different by adding a little stroke that goes on the bottom like that (b).  It 

is a tiny little thing. In fact, unless you have come to know the alphabet very well it is 

very easy for you to mistake one for the other. One letter is a “B”—a “B” or a “V” 

depending on where it is, a B or a V with the stroke.  Without the stroke, almost exactly 

the same letter is a K. 

 

Well, Jesus is saying here, “Not only do I believe...” And this is what I believe Jesus is 

saying here. Not only do I believe in verbal inspiration. In other words it is not only true 

that all the words of Scripture are inspired, but every letter and every part of a letter is 

inspired.  When we turn to the original manuscripts of the Bible they are sacred, sacred to 

the point that we don’t have the right not only to change a word, we don’t have a right to 

change a letter or a part of a letter. This is God’s Word.  And he said that not one letter, 

even the tiniest, not one stroke that distinguishes one letter from another will pass away 

until all is accomplished.  

 

Jesus had a very high view of Scripture didn’t he?  He really did. Such a high view of 

Scripture that if we are to follow him we need to have that same view. We need to respect 

the Word to the extent that everything in it is believed to be, as it is, God’s holy Word. 

 

Well, there is one other passage. I told you there were two main passages we were going 

to look at tonight. One was 2 Timothy chapter three and verses 16 and 17. We looked at 

that.  The second one is 2 Peter chapter one verses 20 and 21, a most interesting passage 

in God’s Word that really helps us to understand the significance of the Word of God.   

 

The writer, Peter, in this passage is talking about the significance of the prophetic Word 

of God, the Word of God that we read primarily in the Old Testament, but also what we 

read in the New Testament. And he says this in verse 19.  “And so we have the prophetic 

word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a 

dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.”
20

 

 

He is saying, “You must pay attention to the prophetic Word of God.” 

 

Why must we pay attention to it?  

 

                                                 
20

 2 Peter 1:19 
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He goes on to explain. He says this.   

 

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s 

own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human 

will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.
21

 

 

Now what he is explaining to us here is how Scripture was written. When we looked at 2 

Timothy chapter three we realized that every word is breathed by God.  So it is God’s 

Word.  

 

I can turn to this passage in 2 Peter and I know that what I am reading is God’s Word.  It 

is God’s Word.  I can go back to the Old Testament and go to some obscure passage in 

the book of Chronicles where all I have is a list of names and I have God’s Word.  

 

But how was the Word of God written? What is the significance? 

 

Well, it tells us that men were moved by the Holy Spirit and they spoke the Word of God.   

 

Now, the Word “moved” is the important word that we have in this passage. It is a word 

that is used to talk about moving something from one place to another. It is the word that 

would describe what I am doing with this Bible as I take it from here and move it over 

there.  It is the word that would describe what I do when I wake up in the morning and I 

move myself from one place to another. That is what the word means. 

 

Now, what it is saying to us is that when the writers of Scripture sat down to write the 

Word of God they were there writing the words that they wanted to write. As I said 

before, Luke wrote in Luke’s vocabulary, John in John’s, Paul in Paul’s and they are all 

different. But as they were writing the Holy Spirit, as it were, was standing behind them 

moving them from step to step so that every single word that they wrote was exactly the 

word that God wanted to be in the Bible, exactly that word. 

 

So it is kind of an amazing phenomenon, it really is, that he is describing for us here. 

When I write I am writing my words. Now hopefully when I write and preach and speak 

the things that I am saying are very close to the teaching of the Word of God. I try to 

make it that way.  But I can’t guarantee that my words are perfect. And you can’t either 

for your words.  But I can guarantee that the words of Scripture are perfect. I can 

guarantee you that in the original manuscripts the words that Paul wrote are exactly the 

words that God wanted him to write because as he sat there—and, you know, in Paul’s 

case he dictated most everything—but as he was dictating the words to the person who 

was actually writing them for him the Holy Spirit was moving him along from word to 

word, from phrase to phrase, from passage to passage so that every thing that he wrote 

was exactly what God wanted him to write for his glory. 

 

Well, what is the significance of this to us?  I mean, we have looked at some passages 

that talk about the fact that God’s Word is faithful. God’s Word is inerrant. It has no 

                                                 
21

 2 Peter 1:20-21 
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errors in it. That God’s Word is God breathed. That God’s Word is written by holy men 

who were moved along by the Holy Spirit so that every word was a word that God 

wanted there.  

 

It is a word that Jesus saw as so very important that he said not even a letter, not a part of 

a letter is going to disappear from God’s Word.   

 

What it means to us is that we can be blessed, we can be encouraged and we can have 

assurance that as we study God’s Word he is teaching to us the great truths that we need 

to live our lives today.  It is the same Word that was read by the apostles, by those in the 

early Church. It is the same Word of God that has been a blessing to all generations 

starting at the time of the apostles and going to us today.  We need to read it. We need to 

understand it. We need to love it. We need to live by it. 

 

Let’s pray together. 

 

Father, we thank you for your Word.  It is a blessing. We have looked at several passages 

and each one has taught us more about you and the way you put together your Word for 

us. Help us, dear Lord, to honor you and love you as we study, love and use your Word. 

This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


