
“The Free Gift” 

Romans 6:20-23 

(Preached at Trinity, September 28, 2008) 

 
I’m supplying these notes for the benefit of busy pastors who may be engaged in bi-vocational work, feeling the pressure of preparing to preach  

twice on the Lord’s Day while trying to balance full-time secular work as well as caring for their families. While the notes of another man are no  

substitute for personal study, I pray that these may aid in the process of preparing to preach.  

 

Disclaimer: These are the actual notes I bring with me to the pulpit, which I follow loosely. They are not designed for publication. While I try to  

make every effort to give proper credit to my sources from the pulpit, adequate citations will sometimes be absent from my notes. If anyone feels  

their intellectual material has been used without adequate citation, please contact me and I’ll make immediate correction giving credit. 
 

1. As we come to the final verses of this chapter Paul gives us some final reasons for doing 

what he has been teaching – particularly in Verses 12-13. He is telling us in these verses 

why we cannot go on living in sin.  

 Because we are united to Christ, because we have died to sin we are no longer enslaved 

by sin. Paul often uses the powerful tool of comparison/contrast. 

In Chapter 6 he uses it to describe our union with Christ. The Christian life is a great 

contrast between yielding to sin and yielding to God.  

The Christian CANNOT continue in sin. 

2. We can only have one master.  

When we were servants to sin we had no relationship to Christ; no relationship to 

righteousness. You are either a slave to sin or a slave to righteousness. You can only have 

one master. When God saves us we become a slave to righteousness. We become 

controlled by righteousness.  
 Romans 6:18 – “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of 

righteousness.” 
 Romans 6:19 – “for as ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and 

to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness 
unto holiness.” 
Romans 6:20 – “For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from 
righteousness.” 

 How then can a Christian even consider returning to his former bondage? 

3. Verse 21 – As we saw last week, when we were lost we thought there was great value in 

sin. But it is a great lie. There is no fruit in sin. There is no value in the lost man’s life. 

The only end of sin is death. It is also a shameful life. For the Christian we are ashamed 

of those things we did when we were unconverted.  

a. Why would we return to those things that are shameful?  

Ephesians 5:11-12 – “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove them.  12 For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of them in secret.” 

 b. The only end of sin is death. That is the only fruit. 

4. Verse 22 –  at the end of Verse 22 Paul once again makes the use of powerful contrast.  

 The fruit of sin is death which is the antithesis of life.  

 Who has everlasting life? Who is going to heaven? 

a. Those who have been made free from sin. The one on the road to heaven is no 

longer a servant of sin. He has discovered there is no benefit to it. He hates it. He 

flees from it. 

b. Who is going to heaven? Those who have become the servants of God. 

  The word here is doulo,w the verbal form of dou/loj 
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c. Who is going to heaven? Those who are bearing the fruit of holiness. 

Hebrews 12:14 – “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which 
no man shall see the Lord:” 

5. We’ve been taken out of the jurisdiction of sin. It has no authority over us. We are not 

under its dominion. We have changed masters. We are now under God’s jurisdiction.  

6. The verse I want to focus upon primarily this morning is Verse 23 where Paul continues 

to speak of the powerful contrasts of death and life.  

 Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

7. It begins with the word “for” which links it with what has gone on before.  

In Verse 21 Paul spoke of the fruit of sin. We thought there was benefit – but we were 

deceived. Now we are ashamed of it. There was only one fruit of sin. Death  

8. In Verse 23 Paul presents yet another contrast: a contrast of two choices: The wages of 

sin and the gift of God. Death or eternal life. All human beings are divided into these two 

categories. All human beings are left with the choice of receiving what they have earned 

or receiving a gift that they don’t deserve. The choice is placed before all men. 

9. This morning I want to examine these two contrasting choices.  

 

I. “The wages of sin is death” 

 A. Paul describes death as something earned 

1. When a man labors he expects to receive just remuneration or 

compensation – these are his wages.  

A man’s wages are something he has earned, something he deserves  

2. A just employer always pays his workers their due. God demands this 

Leviticus 19:13 – “Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, neither 
rob him: the wages of him that is hired shall not abide with thee all 
night until the morning.” 

  3. God is just in all His dealings with man 

   a. To the righteous He deals righteously 

1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins” 

   b. To the wicked He also deals with perfect justice 

Matthew 16:27 – “For the Son of man shall come in the 
glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works.” 
Romans 2:5-6 – “But after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of 
wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;  
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Who will render to every man according to his deeds:” 
  4. The truth is every man has earned God’s condemnation 

a. All of us have filled our storehouses with the sins that have earned 

God’s wrath. 

b. The Day of Judgment will be God’s settlement with men – all will 

get what they deserve 
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  5. Who decides the wages – the standard of pay?  

a. It is the Law of God that sets the standard of judgment. Sin is 

transgression of God’s Law. Paul says the sin’s strength lies in the 

Law. 

1 Corinthians 15:56 – “The sting of death is sin; and the 
strength of sin is the law. 

  b. All of us have broken God’s Law. It condemns us 

c. Paul describes the Law as our schoolmaster. It reveals our 

transgression of the Law – our guilt and condemnation. 

B. What is the proper wage for sin? The wages of sin is death 

  Ezekiel 18:20 – “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
1. Of course we understand that sin brought physical death.  

a. All of us will experience the weakening of our mortal flesh which 

will eventually lead to our death.  

b. When Adam sinned he became mortal. We are all born with this 

curse. All of the sickness and sorrow and death is the result of sin. 

2. In the previous chapter I also preached on spiritual death. When Adam 

died he was changed spiritually.  

a. He became darkened and depraved. He ceased to know God.  

Romans 1:21 – “Because that, when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened.”  

b. All of us are born alienated from God without any ability to 

approach Him or do anything to change our condition 

  3. The death Paul is speaking of here is eternal death 

Revelation 21:8 – “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the 
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, 
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” 

a. By eternal death we are not talking about the end of existence – it 

will be an everlasting existence. 

a. Eternal death is an existence completely removed from the 

life of God. 

b. It is an existence completely void of God’s presence, His 

grace, His goodness 

b. It is described as a place of outer darkness where there will 

weeping and gnashing of teeth   

c. It will be a place of utter despair, a place void of hope, void of 

comfort, void of compassion – only hatred 

   d. This is what we have earned. It is our wages. Our just reward.  

 C. This payment is due to all men 

  1. We are born into this wage. It is our due.  

  2. All we have to do is nothing and payday will come.  

 

II. Instead of our wages God provides a gift  - “The gift of God is eternal life” 

 A. Eternal life is an act of grace 

1. We deserve death – that is what we have earned and justice demands that 

we receive our wage. 
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  2. God has provided a gift – John 3:16 

Romans 5:15 – “But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For 
if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace 
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, 
hath abounded unto many.” 

 B. The nature of a gift is there is no merit in it 

  1. If you tried to purchase a gift it would no longer be a gift but a purchase 

  2. If you tried to earn a gift it would be a wage 

  3. A gift is something that is voluntarily given without payment in return 

4. The nature of God’s gift is it’s all of grace – abundant grace. This 

connects us to the end of the previous chapter 
 Rom 5:21 – “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace 

reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
 C. This free gift must be received 

  1 We must lay down all of our own schemes and trust in Christ alone 

   Men naturally try to turn the gift to a wage.  

   We try to earn eternal life while despising the gift. 

  2 God implores sinners to come and partake of the riches of His gift. 

Isaiah 55:1 – “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.” 

  3. The thing about God’s gift is it’s greatness overshadows everything else.  

4. Here’s the great paradox. God says come, take, receive – for free. But 

those who receive it are willing give up all else to have it. God demands, 

give up all, go sell all. This gift is all sufficient. 

 

III. What is the gift? The gift is eternal life – “but the gift of God is eternal life” 
 A. The great contrast 

  1. Through Adam we only receive death 

   a. Physical death, spiritual death, eternal death 

b. Through Adam we can only expect an eternity of suffering. This is 

our due. 

  2. God’s gift is eternal life  

 B. Eternal life is far more than just eternal existence 

  1. What is eternal life?  Let the Scriptures define it. 
John 17:3 – “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

2. Eternal life is the knowledge of God, or more specifically, a knowledge of 

Christ. Eternal life is Christ. 

a. Empty your minds of vain thoughts of heaven as simply a means of 

satisfying the lusts of your flesh. 

b. Eternal life is Christ 
 John 14:2-3 – “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it 

were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you.  

3
 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 
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Philippians 3:8 – “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but 
loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Christ,” 

3. If eternal death is an existence void of the life of God eternal life is an 

existence filled with the life of God. 

a. For all of eternity we will experience His fullness in ever 

increasing degrees 

b. We will experience more of His love, His goodness – We will see 

Him in His glory. 

  5. This is why we should be laboring to know Him more now.  

C. This gift of eternal life can only come through Jesus Christ – “through Jesus 
Christ our Lord” 

  1. Jesus is the source of every blessing  

  2. Our whole life is through Christ 

   “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things” 

3. Paul has made it clear that it is through Christ that we receive justification 

to eternal life 

Romans 3:23-24 – “For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God;  24 Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:” 
Romans 4:25 – “Who was delivered for our offences, and was 
raised again for our justification.” 
Romans 5:17 – “For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; 
much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift 
of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)” 

4. It is through Jesus Christ that we receive this glorious gift of eternal life – 

the glorious gift of an eternal relationship with Him.  

 

Conclusion: 
1. God offers this gift of grace to sinners today. 

John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Acts 16:31 – “And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house.” 
Revelation 22:17 – “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 

2. God says, come, receive this gift.  

Isaiah 45:22 – “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I 
am God, and there is none else.” 

 

 

 

 

 
 


