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Let There Be Light! 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, "Let there 
be light," and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first 
day.  
(Genesis 1:1-5) 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
(John 1:6-9) 

 

The teachings about the coming of Jesus, the Christ or Messiah, to redeem Adam’s race from the power, punishment, and 
eventually, the presence of sin are generally referred to as “the Gospel” or “Good News”. 
  

Normally, we associate the Gospel with the New Testament. However, the “Good News” of God’s plan of Salvation for 
mankind begins in the first Book of the Bible and runs right through to the last one. 

 

If you asked people where the Gospel first appears, most would say that it is in the Gospel accounts. Others may say that it 
is in the writings of the Old Testament Prophets. Many will point to the promises made to Israel and even to Abraham. 
Some will say it is Genesis, Chapter three, right after Adam and Eve have sinned: 

 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your 
head, and you shall bruise his heel."  
(Genesis 3:15) 

 

This verse is seen as proclaiming the future coming of an “offspring” who would “bruise” the head of Satan, even as Satan 
would “bruise” the heel of Eve’s “offspring”. This is what is known as the “proto- euaggelion” or First Good News because 
it is seen as predicting Jesus’ victory over Satan through His death and resurrection.  
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However, I am going to show you why I believe that the real “first” Good News is in the passage we read to open! 

 

After speaking light into existence, God continued His work of creation by separating the heavens from what would 
become the earth, and then He brought forth the earth itself, followed by plant life on the earth. These were the works of 
the first three days of Creation. 

 

At this point, remember, the light is, possibly, a supernatural light, or alternately, natural light from glowing gases or some 
similar source. We are not told. 

 

Next, He provided a more local source of light to give energy, both visible and invisible to run His inhabited world as well 
as other bodies to provide light for additional purposes. 

 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be 
for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light 
upon the earth." And it was so. And God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night--and the stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
(Genesis 1:14-18) 

 

The second last verse of this passage is among my favorite verses in the entire Bible. I believe it demonstrates the 
immensity of Yahweh’s power in a more tangible way for most of us than any other, even Genesis 1:1. That verse tells us 
that He created the heavens and the earth.  

 

While we may have some inkling from those words that it took immense power to do that work of creation, it is hard to 
imagine what “the heavens and the earth” means. Most of us can’t really even comprehend the size of our own planet, let 
alone our solar system, galaxy or the universe! 
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Dave Dozier and Jesse have both given us dramatic demonstrations of just how small and insignificant our world is 
compared to the rest of the known universe. They have shown us graphically just how huge some of the heavenly bodies 
we can see with or without the aid of telescopes are and explained how observers have estimated the numbers of stars 
there are. 

 

One of my favorite images is the photo of the “Deep Field” study which shows a patch of sky that appears to be full of stars. 
This photo was made by pointing a space telescope at one small patch of apparently empty space for months. The images 
produced showed this “empty” space to be just as full as the rest. 

What is really amazing about it is that the objects in it that appear to be stars are actually mostly galaxies, each containing 
unimaginable numbers of stars! 

 

How does the Bible describe the creation of these trillions of galaxies full of trillions of stars each, so far apart that we can’t 
even begin to imagine the distances? “…and the stars”! 

 

By the way, in case any of you have fallen for the naturalist argument that with all those stars, many with planets around 
them, some in situations that are likely similar to that of our earth, there must be life on other planets somewhere in the 
universe, I direct your attention to Scripture: 

 

When he established the heavens, [Wisdom personified is speaking, presumably of God the Father, as Jesus is the 
“Wisdom of God”] I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm the skies above, 
when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not 
transgress his command, when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master 
workman, and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and 
delighting in the children of man.  
(Proverbs 8:27-31) 

 
For thus says Yahweh, who created the heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he established it; 
he did not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): "I am Yahweh, and there is no other.  
(Isaiah 45:18) 
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These two passages infer the unique position of mankind in God’s created universe! You see, everywhere else that the 
word “inhabited” is found in scripture, it is contrasted with wastelands and uninhabited places. Therefore, I believe it is 
fair to say that these verses at least imply, if not out rightly state, that the planet earth is the only inhabited place in the 
physical universe. 

 

The Proverbs passage is also a statement of the eternality of Christ, for He, the “Wisdom of God (the Father)” was beside 
the Father at Creation. Compare that with what we have learned in our study of Colossians as well as the Gospel of John, 
chapter one!  

 

Although our focus today is on Light, as in the “jewelry” analogy to the Gospel, the Bible provides us a contrasting 

background to make the Light seem even brighter. 

We have already seen that God separated the light from the darkness, which was the primeval condition before God spoke 

the light into existence. Let’s look at some examples of darkness in Scripture. 

In the Book of Exodus, Yahweh pronounced curses on Pharaoh and the land of Egypt. One of those was a curse of 
darkness for three days. 

 

Then Yahweh said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of 
Egypt, a darkness to be felt." So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all 
the land of Egypt three days. They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all 
the people of Israel had light where they lived.  
(Exodus 10:21-23) 

 
This darkness was so deep that it could be felt! The Egyptians could not even see one another! 
 
Now, we have to think about this for a moment. Why couldn’t the Egyptians see each other? Surely, they had lamps, or 
candles, or torches that they could light! 
 
No, this was a supernatural darkness that was so complete that it blocked even the light from these artificial sources! It 
makes me think of the “outer darkness” where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth! 
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As startling as this description is, it is the last part that is the most remarkable: “but all the people of Israel had light where 
they lived”! Even in the midst of all the darkness that surrounded them, the people of Israel were able to see! 
 
This is perfectly indicative of the way we can see God’s truth amidst the darkness and blindness around us when He gives 
us the Light of His Truth! 
 
We mustn’t forget that Yahweh used light to bless Israel in another way, too. He provided a pillar of cloud by day and a 
pillar of fire by night to lead the way for the Israelites as they escaped Egypt and wandered in the wilderness, too. 
 

And Yahweh went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by 
night did not depart from before the people.  
(Exodus 13:21-22) 

 
We are reminded of this often in the Old Testament. The Prophet Nehemiah mentioned it twice in the ninth chapter of His 
record. (Nehemiah 9:12-19) 
 
One of the most prominent features of the Tabernacle and, later, the Temple was the lampstand. It was to be kept burning 
constantly and symbolized Yahweh’s presence with His people. 
 
In fact, the Jewish celebration of Hanukah is also called the festival of lights and its most recognized symbol is the 
Menorah, a lamp or candle holder. This symbol is related to the lampstand of the Tabernacle and Temple. 
 
Throughout the Bible, there are references to Yahweh as the God of Light. Scripture also speaks of light as a symbol of 
virtue or righteousness, something desirable. For example: 
 

The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said to me: When one rules justly over men, ruling in 
the fear of God, he dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun shining forth on a cloudless 
morning, like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.  
(2 Samuel 23:3-4) 
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The Prophet Malachi makes a similar comparison, speaking of the coming Messiah: 
 

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out 
leaping like calves from the stall.  
(Malachi 4:2) 

 
Light is used as a symbol of good while darkness is used to convey the idea of evil. Hardly anywhere in Scripture is this 
clearer than in the Book of Job, where light is referenced almost thirty times and almost always contrasted with the 
darkness of evil. 
 
Only the Book of Psalms comes close to Job in number of the times light is mentioned. Here however, more than 
anywhere else, the references are more worshipful and extol the character of Yahweh. Here are a few samples: 
 

There are many who say, "Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!"  
(Psalms 4:6) 

 

Yahweh is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? Yahweh is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?  
(Psalms 27:1) 
 
Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling!  
(Psalms 43:3) 
 
you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you planted; you afflicted the peoples, but them you set 
free; for not by their own sword did they win the land, nor did their own arm save them, but your right hand and 
your arm, and the light of your face, for you delighted in them.  
(Psalms 44:2-3) 

 

Blessed are the people who know the festal shout, who walk, O Yahweh, in the light of your face,  
(Psalms 89:15) 
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O you who love the LORD, hate evil! He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the 
wicked. Light is sown for the righteous, and joy for the upright in heart. Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and 
give thanks to his holy name!  
(Psalms 97:10-12) 

 

 
Bless Yahweh, O my soul! O Yahweh my God, you are very great! You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 
covering yourself with light as with a garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent.  
(Psalms 104:1-2) 
 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  
(Psalms 119:105) 
 
The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.  
(Psalms 119:130) 

 
Finally, we see a description of Yahweh’s constant presence in the life of His people: 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If 
I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. If I say, "Surely the darkness shall 
cover me, and the light about me be night," even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is 
bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.  
(Psalms 139:7-12) 

 
No matter how dark our circumstances seem, to our Father, it is as bright as day. He sees the end from the beginning and 
that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 
 
Have you noticed the number of times in the Psalms it is God’s face that is said to be providing the light? There are at least 

ten places in the Psalms where the great priestly blessing of Numbers, chapter six is recalled: 

Yahweh bless you and keep you; Yahweh make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; Yahweh lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace.  
(Numbers 6:24-26) 
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In discussions with a Brother and some Sisters this week, I was reminded of how this light shining from the face of God 
was transferred to Moses with terrifying results: 
 

Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come 
near him.  
(Exodus 34:30) 

 

Remember, Moses had not even seen the face of God! Jehovah was shrouded in dark cloud and all that Moses was allowed 
to see was the “afterglow” of God’s glory! 
 
Some of that light also shone in Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration, as well. 
 
However, it is in the Book of Isaiah that the promise of the coming light of the Messiah is most thoroughly described. This 
book is replete with references to His coming and with the turning of darkness into light. There is also significant mention 
of Israel as the light that was to be a witness to the nations of that coming Messiah! 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 
has light shined.  
(Isaiah 9:2) 

 
This verse is cited in Matthew, chapter four. The people described are those who lived around Capernaum, where Jesus 
spent much of His earthly ministry. 
 

The light of Israel will become a fire, and his Holy One a flame, and it will burn and devour his thorns and briers in 
one day.  
(Isaiah 10:17) 
 
Thus says God, Yahweh, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: "I am Yahweh; I have called 
you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light 
for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those 
who sit in darkness.  
(Isaiah 42:5-7) 
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And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I will 
turn the darkness before them into light, the rough places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not 
forsake them.  
(Isaiah 42:16) 
 
I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity, I am Yahweh, who does all these things.  
(Isaiah 45:7) 

 
This last verse is part of a passage that explains Yahweh’s sovereignty in all things, including the bringing of Cyrus, king of 
Persia to power over Babylon and directing his part in the rebuilding of Jerusalem! 
 
Normally, we think of darkness as just the absence of light. However, this verse states clearly that darkness can be created. 
Putting this together with the description of the darkness in Egypt we looked at earlier gives us another reminder of the 
possible origin of the “outer darkness” where there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth! 
 
In contrast to this darkness, we see that Israel is to be “a light for the nations”. 
 

…he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the 
preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth."  
(Isaiah 49:6) 

 
However, it is in Isaiah chapter sixty that the portrayal of the Christ as the light of the world is most fully foretold in the 
description of the final and full restoration of Israel. 
 

And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.  
(Isaiah 60:3) 

 
This verse compares the coming of Christ to the rising of the sun. It even seems to foretell the coming of the Magi to visit 
the young Christ child in Nazareth about two years after His birth when it says “kings [shall come] to the brightness of 
your rising. 
 
Remember what the Magi said when they arrived in Jerusalem? 
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him."  
(Matthew 2:1-2) 

 

This may have been an astrological reference, or an astronomical one. It may have also been a spiritual one, as well. 
 
Verses nineteen and twenty of this chapter even seem to foretell the description of the New Jerusalem from Revelation: 
 

The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon give you light; but Yahweh will be 
your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon withdraw 
itself; for Yahweh will be your everlasting light, and your days of mourning shall be ended.  
(Isaiah 60:19-20) 

 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be 
shut by day--and there will be no night there.  
(Revelation 21:23-25) 

 
And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 
reign forever and ever.  
(Revelation 22:5) 

 
Now you will notice here that both the Prophet Isaiah and the Apostle John forecast that there will be no need of natural 
or artificial light when God dwells among us because He Himself will be all the light that is needed. 
 
In fact, light is one of the most prevalent topics in all of John’s writings! From the Gospel of John, to his epistles to 
Revelation, we see it throughout. 
 
The Book of First John has a number of passages relating to Christians, both real and those who only profess His name but 
are not born again, walking in either light or darkness, respectively. Those who walk in the light are said to be in Christ. 
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However, in the first chapter of that little epistle we read the following: 
 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at 
all.  
(1 John 1:5) 

 
This reinforces what we read in Revelation! God is light! And in Him is no darkness at all. He is pure in every aspect of His 
being. Nothing of sin is of or by Him. 
 
The Apostle Paul repeatedly makes the contrast between Christians who are said to be “in the light” or walking “in the 
light” and those who walk in the darkness of the flesh and sin. 
 
He too has a wonderful description of Yahweh and light: 
 

I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before 
Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will display at the proper time--he who is the blessed and only 
Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  
(1 Timothy 6:13-16) 

 
Just think: God dwells in “unapproachable” light and “no one has ever seen or can see” Him face to face…but we will! 
 
In fact, He will dwell with us and we will see Him face to face, forever! 
 
All of the Gospel authors write about Jesus as either being or bringing light, or they quote Him speaking about it. This is 
the passage we mentioned before when we were looking at the words of Isaiah. 
 

Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and lived 
in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles-- the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and 
shadow of death, on them a light has dawned."  
(Matthew 4:12-16) 
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Luke records the prayer of Zechariah, the father of John the Baptizer, which includes a mention of this as well as a 
repetition of the idea of the Messiah coming like the sunrise: 
 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to 
give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God, 
whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace."  
(Luke 1:76-79) 

 
Luke also recorded the words of Simeon, a man full of the Holy Spirit who attended the Temple and was there when Jesus 
was brought for His ceremonial redemption at around one month of age. 
 

"Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your 
salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to your people Israel."  
(Luke 2:29-32) 

 
The Apostle Luke also wrote the book of Acts. In it he recorded much about the life and ministry of the Apostle Paul. 
 
If you are familiar with it at all, you will remember that Paul, who was originally known as Saul, persecuted the early 
church and was blinded by a great light while traveling from Jerusalem to Damascus to carry out that work. 
 
Throughout the actual narrative as well as in Paul’s retelling of it through his defense of himself in various trials, we learn 
that the light was in fact the Lord Jesus. 
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Luke records one of those descriptions in chapter twenty-six of Acts: 
 

At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me 
and those who journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in 
the Hebrew language, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' And I 
said, 'Who are you, Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon 
your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the things in which 
you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from your people and from the Gentiles-
-to whom I am sending you to open their eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the 
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me.'  
(Acts 26:13-18) 
 

However, it is the Apostle John, once more, as we read at the opening, who gives us the best and fullest description of 
Jesus as “the light of the world”! 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about 
the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
(John 1:1-9) 

 
Throughout chapter three of his Gospel, John makes contrasts between those in the darkness and those in the light. Then 
in chapter eight, John records Jesus’ comments to the Pharisees, bearing witness about Himself: 
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life."  
(John 8:12) 

 
Notice the parallel with the passage we just read from chapter one: Jesus is the true light, the light of the world, the light of 
men, and the light that enlightens everyone. 
 



GLD Lesson – 14.10.26 – Basil J. S. Foster - Grace Life Dallas Page 14 
 

He is the only light! All other religions are darkness, even those who may claim the name of Jesus, but do not follow the 
God of the Bible. 
 
The phrase, “I am” is emphatic. It could and probably should be read, “I, alone, am the light of the world!” 
 
Another example from the Gospel of John is found in chapter twelve: 
 

I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.  
(John 12:46) 

 
Now, both Luke and John have recorded the most important aspect of this whole discussion for us: Jesus is the light that 
brings us out of the darkness of sin. We must believe in the Light, which is Jesus, in order to become “sons of light”.  
 
We looked earlier at part of the first chapter of John’s Gospel. Here is another portion that ties directly to what we have 
just read. It begins where we left off earlier, at verse nine: 
 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God.  
(John 1:9-13) 

 
So, you see, belief in Jesus, the True Light, is the way that we receive the right to become children of God. We are not born 
that way of the flesh or of the will of man. We are born from above…born again and that is only of God! 
 
Also we can now see why I said at the beginning of the session that the first expression of the Gospel, the Good News, is 
found in the very beginning of the Bible. Just as many of the other expressions in the Old Testament point to the coming 
Messiah, I believe this does, too. 
 
Before the creation of the physical light sources we see in the universe around us, Yahweh’s first recorded words, “Let 
there be light!” announced and pronounced the medium that would become the representation of the True Light, Jesus!  
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The Apostle Paul said as much! 
 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of 
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
(2 Corinthians 4:4-6) 

 
Now that the Light has come into the world, it is our responsibility to “take up the torch”, so to speak, and do what John, 
the Baptizer, did: 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
(John 1:6-8) 

 
We are to do it by doing what Jesus told the Apostles just before Jesus’ ascension: 
 

He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  
(Acts 1:7-8) 

 
Notice what is common to both of these passages: witness! 
 
We are to do what Jesus’ first followers did: 
 

One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. He first found his 
own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, "So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas" (which means Peter). 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from 
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph."  
(John 1:40-45) 
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What did they do? They were witnesses to those around them of Jesus and what He had done! They brought those closest 
to them to Christ so they could see Him for themselves. They didn’t preach to their family and friends about heaven and 
hell, the Law and Grace, they simply showed them Christ! 
 
Now, we can’t physically bring anyone to meet Jesus as they did. However, we can still introduce them to Him through His 
Word and His works. Look at what John recorded a little further on: 
 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!" 
Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you." Nathanael answered him, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!" 
Jesus answered him, "Because I said to you, 'I saw you under the fig tree,' do you believe? You will see 
greater things than these." And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."  
(John 1:47-51) 

 
Nathanael was introduced to Jesus, who did something no one else could do and Nathanael believed that Jesus is the Son 
of God! 
 
Jesus doesn’t need us to “make” believers! All people have to do is see Him for who He is and they will believe. 
 
Notice I said, “…see Him for who He is”, not “…see what He has done”! Many saw His miracles but still didn’t believe who 
He was. Many can and do see the wonderful things He does in their lives and the lives of others, but still do not see Him 
for who He is! 
 

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs 
that he was doing. But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people and needed 
no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.  
(John 2:23-25) 
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Think of those who had followed Jesus, but who could not accept his teaching: 
 

This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this 
bread will live forever." Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. When many of his 
disciples heard it, they said, "This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?" But Jesus, knowing in himself that his 
disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, "Do you take offense at this? Then what if you were to see the 
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words 
that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe." (For Jesus knew from 
the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) And he said, "This is 
why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father." After this many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer walked with him.  
(John 6:58-66) 

 
These were “disciples”! These people were not just “followers”! So how are we to expect that people who have never 
encountered the living Savior are to come to Him? 
 
Verse sixty-five tells us: 
 

And he said, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father."  
(John 6:65) 

 

No one can come to Jesus unless it is granted by the Father! So, how are we to convince people to come to Him? We 
aren’t! 
 
We don’t convince anybody! We present Christ and, through the grace of God the Father and the work of the Holy Spirit, 
as many as are appointed to eternal life will believe! 
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Don’t take this the wrong way! There is a time and a place for what we call “apologetics”. We have examples in Scripture, 
especially from the life of Paul: 
 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a 
synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them 
from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, 
and saying, "This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ." And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul 
and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, 
and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of 
Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd.  
(Acts 17:1-5) 

 
Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full 
of idols. So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day 
with those who happened to be there.  
(Acts 17:16-17) 

 
Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except telling or 
hearing something new. So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: "Men of Athens, I perceive that in 
every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an 
altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  
(Acts 17:21-23) 

 
So, what are we to do? 
 
Here’s what Matthew has recorded: 
 

"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.  
(Matthew 5:14-16) 
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We have been given the “Light of the world”. We are to display Him in our deeds as well as our words. As we go about our 
daily routine or at times when we purpose to evangelize, like this afternoon, we are to look to bring people to meet Jesus, 
not win theological or philosophical debates. 
 
Another example of how someone who had seen Jesus for who He really is and brought others to Him is found in John, 
chapter four. After Jesus’ exchange with the woman at the well, she went back to her village and told everyone who would 
listen about Him. 
 

The woman said to him, "I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was 
talking with a woman, but no one said, "What do you seek?" or, "Why are you talking with her?" So the woman left 
her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, "Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can 
this be the Christ?" They went out of the town and were coming to him.  
(John 4:25-30) 

 
Our Savior is as alive today as He was the day Philip brought Nathanael to Him or the Samaritan woman brought the 
people of her town to meet Him! 
 
Let the Father use you to draw those who are appointed to eternal life to Him! 
 
I will leave you with some quick illustrations of this. 
 
First, in my own life, I saw Jesus lived out in the man who was my first real Christian teacher. He made Jesus attractive to 
me through His dedication to Him. Later, as I was taught more, I had my eyes opened and saw Jesus for who He really is. 
 
Second, I heard yesterday about a young Buddhist couple of Japanese descent who had begun attending a church after a 
community outreach. They were eventually both converted and have expressed that it was, among other things, the way 
the members of that church displayed their love to one another as well as the young couple and their children, that was 
instrumental in opening their eyes to who Christ is. 
 
  



GLD Lesson – 14.10.26 – Basil J. S. Foster - Grace Life Dallas Page 20 
 

Finally, I will share a story that I have told some of you. It is about a young man who went to live in a boarding house to be 
near his job in England after World War Two. The owner of the house was a wretched man who was a drunkard and very 
abusive to his wife. The wife, on the other hand was a Christian, converted after they were married. She loved and served 
that man, despite his abuse and because of her example the young border was introduced to Christ. Although he later sat 
under the teaching of one of the greatest preachers of the twentieth century, he would tell you that it was that woman’s 
example that did more to open him up to the Gospel than anything else. 
 
So, as I wrap this lesson up, I would encourage those of you who are going out to evangelize to preach the Truth boldly! 
Take the Light of the world out into the darkness! 
 
Those of you who are not, I encourage to let your light shine before others, especially in your relationships with one 
another, that they will want to know why you are the way you are and Who it is that has made you this way. 
 
Remember, in all you do, Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.” 
 
 
 

LET THERE BE LIGHT! 


