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KJV – Revelation 6:7-8 

 

“The Fourth Seal of The Revelation” 

Introduction: 

     In this lesson we will cover the fourth seal of the scroll in Revelation chapter number six. It is the 
last of the four housemen of the Apocalypse. In this lesson we will cover the power given to that 
rider upon that pale horse. His name is death and the Bible states that Hell follows with him.  

Revelation 6:7-8 

7 And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

     This fourth seal is opened to reveal a pale horse with the rider that symbolizes death. This pale 
color described here is “Ashen” the Greek word from which we get our English word “chlorophyll.” 
This ashen, pale color describes the pale, ashen-green color which is characteristic to that of a 
decomposing corpse. The LORD God Almighty grants this rider the authority to bring death and 
destruction to one-fourth of the earth’s population. This pale horse and rider is followed by Hades; 
and Hell followed with him. This is used to describe the place of the dead, which is identified as a 
common and fitting partner for death.  

     Death and destruction will be brought upon one-fourth of the earth by the loosing of this fourth 
seal. The four-part judgment delivered by this horseman echoes the four judgments that are often 
found together in the Old Testament as the divine symbols of God’s Holy wrath. These four 
instruments of judgment are described in the Old Testament book of Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 14:21 

21 For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, 
the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? 

     The sword, famine, noisome beast and pestilence will all be used as a part of the first four 
judgments or these first four seals that are loosed by the Lamb at the beginning of the Great 
Tribulation. I want you to note that at one time mankind was at peace with the animals. Adam did 
not fear the beast of the wild nor did these beasts fear him. Adam ruled over the beast of the field, 
but after the flood of Noah God instilled the fear of humanity in the animals.  
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Genesis 9:1-2 

1 And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth. 

2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl 
of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are 
they delivered. 

     During the horrible judgments of the tribulation God will remove this fear from the beast and 
allow the wild beast to be used as part of His divine judgment to purge this earth of wickedness and 
sin. The wild beast will attack mankind and bring death and destruction upon men until the 
Messiah returns. When the LORD Jesus Christ returns in the second coming He will reinstitute the 
covenant of peace and harmony between man and the beast during the Millennial Kingdom.  

Isaiah 11:6-9 

6 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 

8 And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice' den. 

9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

     The Prophet Isaiah described the future millennial reign of the LORD Jesus Christ in which it will 
be a time that He will rule the earth for 1,000 years. The curse of sin and violence will be lifted from 
this old earth restoring life on earth back to the original creation in the garden before the fall of 
Adam and Eve.  

     The carnivorous animals will no longer kill to eat. The violence among men will be eliminated 
and the fear between man and beast will be no more. His second coming and the millennial reign 
upon the earth will establish this but the earth must go through the seven years of purging first. 
During this time of the Great Tribulation, or Daniel’s 70th Week man and beast will be in a literal 
war. 

     This rider upon the pale horse will hold great power over the red horseman and power over the 
black horseman. These judgments will be used to kill with the sword meaning war and great global 
conflict, and through famine, meaning hunger in a world-wide famine that will assist in decimating 
the global population. They will also have power to kill by the other means, along with war and 
famine will bring disease and pestilence and death by the beast of the field. 
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Revelation 6:8 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed 
with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and 
with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

Matthew 24:7-8 

7 For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and 
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 

8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

     Pestilences, disease and death, all of these are the beginning of sorrows. But the world has much, 
much more to come before the end. This fourth seal unleashed death upon one fourth of the world’s 
population. As of right now that would mean 65,000,000 dead just in the United States alone, the 
causes of all this death; war, famines, earthquakes, pestilences and the beast of the earth.  

     Death by means of pestilence is a certain reality. In the 1960’s and 70’s most of the major medical 
schools in the United States discouraged students from entering the field of infectious disease. They 
truly believed that with the new advances in modern medical science it would soon wipe out 
infectious diseases. However 40 years ago no one had even heard of AIDS and the Ebola virus had 
not yet left behind it a wake of dead and dying. The medical profession had not calculated that 
debilitating effect that these infectious bacteria would mutate and they would become resistant to 
our antibiotics.  

     The World Health Organization never dreamed that it would fear another outbreak of yellow 
fever or even tuberculosis. But it occurred in the 1990’s and for some strange reason in spite of the 
miraculous medical advances and all the worldwide social programs the serious problems of 
pestilence, famine, war and death continue to grow. This is revealing only one simple fact, the 
nearness of the end of this age. It will only continue to get worse and worse until the LORD Jesus 
Christ returns. These first four seals of the great tribulation that are unleashed to do their bidding 
upon the earth will result in mankind experiencing a literal hell on earth! 

II Thessalonians 3:1-5 

1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even 
as it is with you: 

2 And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. 

3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil. 

4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command you. 

5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 
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     The time to believe in Christ and repent of your sin is not then, but it is now my friend. Because 
being left behind after you have rejected the gospel of God’s grace will only bring about strong 
delusion that you should believe the lie of that man of sin the son of perdition. Today is the day of 
salvation.  

     All mankind who is left behind for the great tribulation will remain to experience this period of 
rule by the Anti-Christ, war on a global scale, starvation world-wide and the death that follows by 
this rider on the pale horse. This is only the beginning of these troubles because there are still three 
more seals. To be followed by seven trumpets, then seven thunders and then seven vials. All of 
these things must come to pass.  

     The LORD Jesus Christ releases these first four seals to purge this earth of the sin and wickedness 
before He consummates the age with His glorious return in the second coming. Who in their right 
mind would want to be left behind for this great time of trouble that is to come, because your hope, 
your rest and your peace lies not in a global leader?  

     Your hope, assurance and security lies not within a political party, or a stock pile of weapons or 
even in a warehouse stocked with food; but my friend your only hope, peace, rest, assurance and 
salvation lies in the LORD Jesus Christ who gave Himself for you. Because one day He will return for 
His Church, you do not want to be one who has already rejected Him and His great gift of salvation 
that He bought and paid for at the cross. Because my friend He and He alone is your only answer, do 
not be left behind! 


