
Exodus 7:8-13 10/28/2012 

“What a Miracle Cannot Do” GCC 

 

Introduction 

Many of us at some time in our lives, have experienced a mighty 

work of God by which we were spared from what looked like 

inevitable death.  One such memory I have is of a night Melissa and 

I were driving through rural Arkansas in December 1987. . . .I burst 

out “that was God!”  I can’t explain it, but I can say God preserved 

us when it looked like our time was up.  And I can say that it got my 

attention big-time. 

 

This morning we are going to look at the first sign performed by 

Moses and Aaron for Pharaoh before the plagues began.  It was as if 

to give Pharaoh one opportunity before the hammer began to fall.  

Everything on the outside would make us think it would get his 

attention big-time, but let’s look and see. 

 

[read text] 

 

I.  The Purpose of the Miracle (8-9) 
8 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves 
by working a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before 

Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” 
 

A.  The Lord told Moses and Aaron they were to perform a miracle in 

the presence of Pharaoh.  But there was a particular trigger event to 

which they were to respond with this miracle.  The trigger event was 

when Pharaoh would say, “prove yourselves by working a miracle.” 

Pharaoh’s demand for a sign to prove your claims was the trigger for 

Moses and Aaron to pull out the staff and get going. 

 

B.  And this trigger event illustrates God’s purpose for using 

miracles.  Miracles occurring through human agents take place 

sporadically throughout history.  They are concentrated in the Old 

Testament to the time of Moses, the days of Elijah and Elisha. If 

miracles were commonplace, they wouldn’t be miraculous. 

 



In the NT, miracles again burst on the scene through Jesus and the 

agency of the apostles.  In all these cases, the reason for miracles is 

not simply to do something stunning or show that God exists or 

even merely to relieve pain and suffering.  The main purpose of 

miracles is evidenced right here in this scene.  Moses and Aaron, 

when Pharaoh says to you, “Prove yourselves by working a miracle,” 

that’s when you work the appointed miracle. 

 

The central purpose of miracles is to confirm the validity of a 

messenger–that he has been sent of God and that his message 

God’s message. 

 

There is a certain element of evangelicalism today which is marked 

by an obsession with the supernatural and they assert that we do 

not experience the miraculous because of a lack of faith.  That is 

such a misconception.  Some argue that if the apostles performed 

miracles then we should too.  No, no, that simply is not what we 

should expect.  The miracles done in the context of the apostles and 

early church accomplished the purpose of providing signs of the 

validity of the apostles and their leadership in the same way that 

this sign proved that Moses and Aaron were indeed sent of God. 

 

II.  The Nature of the Miracle (10-12) 
10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the Lord commanded. Aaron cast 

down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 11 Then Pharaoh 
summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the 

same by their secret arts. 12 For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. 
But Aaron's staff swallowed up their staffs. 
 

A.  This was an amazing event, truly miraculous.  This is the very 

first sign that God gave to Moses when He called him to go to Egypt.  

Moses had said, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my 

voice, for they will say, ‘the Lord did not appear to you.’” 

 

The Lord said to him, “what is that in your hand?”  “A staff,” he said.  

And he said, “Throw it on the ground.”  So he threw it on the ground 

and it became a serpent and Moses ran from it. (Chap 4:1-3) 

 

 



B.  But the miraculous nature of the staff turning into a serpent was 

challenged by Pharaoh’s magicians who through their secret arts 

seemed to do the same.  They came in and threw staffs on the 

ground and the staffs became serpents as well.  But the challenge 

was superceded.  For Aaron’s serpent ate the others.  Can you 

imagine the reaction of Pharaoh’s sorcerers?  The experience of the 

miraculous is stunning by its nature and breathtaking! 

 

Could you imagine what it was like to have been by the grave of 

Lazarus when Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth” or to have seen a 

person with a withered hand stretch it out or to have witnessed a 

blind man regain his sight?  Real miracles are truly miraculous.  

They are unmistakable works of God.  Not the subtle loss of 

mysterious pain somewhere in your body but real and immediate 

healing clearly and unmistakably observable by onlookers. 

 

The element of American evangelicalism I spoke about a moment 

ago that is obsessed with seeing the miraculous in our time is also 

strangely willing to recognize as miracles the most anemic excuses 

for a mighty work of God imaginable.  Healing from mysterious back 

pain or neck injuries or a muscle condition or something unseen and 

unfelt . . .these are not miracles. 

 

III.  The Result of the Miracle (13) 
“Still Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had 

said.” 
 

Pharaoh witnessed a bonafide miracle, but it did not change his 

disposition.  Previously he had said, “Who is the Lord, that I should 

obey his voice and let Israel go?  I do not know the Lord, and 

moreover I will not let Israel go.”  Moses and Aaron stood before 

him having exhibited the power of God in a way that challenged his 

own deity.  Remember that the kings of Egypt wore crowns adorned with 
a cobra, its hood raised threatening the enemies of Egypt. So the cobra 
represented the invincibility of the Pharaoh and the danger to anyone who 

would dare confront him.  Moses and Aaron dared and they 

demonstrated the invincible power of the Lord over Pharaoh in that 

even when the Egyptian sorcerers caused staffs to turn into serpents 



the staff of Moses and Aaron ate theirs up.  Pharaoh might have 

been secretly impressed.  He might have been tinged with a bit 

anxiety. But Pharaoh would not listen to them as the Lord had said. 

The central truth that emerges from this text is this: even a miracle 

will not by itself change the hardness of a man’s heart.   

 

This fact is illustrated by the story told by Jesus that we read earlier 

this morning.  The poor man Lazarus and the rich man in front of 

whose house he begged both died.  Lazarus went to the side of 

Abraham and the rich man went to hell.  Being in torment he sought 

Lazarus to go tell his family to warn them, but Abraham made this 

telling remark: They have Moses and the prophets (a reference to 

the Scripture); let them hear from them.  But the rich man said, 

“But if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.”  But 

Abraham replied, “If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, 

neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.” 

 

A miracle by itself will not change a person’s heart is that the 

problem with the heart is not first and foremost a lack of evidence. 

 

Psalm 19 makes the claim that evidence for the greatness and glory 

of God is everywhere.  It is in creation and in his written revelation.   

Roamans 1:18 says that “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 

against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 

unrighteousness suppress the truth.  For what can be known about 

God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  For his 

invisible attributes, namely his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 

the things that have been made.  So they are without excuse.  For 

although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 

thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened.”  (Rom 1:18-21) 

 

This is why the psalms declare that the person who says in his heart 

“there is no God” is a fool.  He declares the opposite of what he 

knows in his heart to be true.  And evidence, be it a miracle as 



profound as a resurrection from the dead, won’t change the 

disposition of the heart.  Only God can do that.  John 1 tells us that 

those who receive Jesus do so because they were born not of blood 

nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

 

So we need to answer a question this morning.  What’s the point of 

understanding this text?  Why does God want us to see so clearly 

that a miracle cannot change the human heart? 

 

IV.  Application 

A.  First, it is so we can better understand the nature and reality of 

grace and live a life that is fueled by it. 

 

Romans is such a power-packed epistle!  Paul’s overarching theme is 

grace.  Against the backdrop of the reality of the natural sinful 

heart, Paul argues that what we cannot do for ourselves God does.  

He works to bring men and women to himself out of the darkness of 

their hearts justifying them through Jesus according to his eternal 

choice, a choice which could not be merited, a choice which is made 

by God apart from our works, a choice whose only explanation is the 

mercy and grace of God.  But a choice which is made evident in the 

lives of people in that they hear the gospel preached and they 

repent of sin and believe in Christ Jesus for the satisfaction of divine 

condemnation in him.  There is therefore now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus. 

 

Then he moves from extolling this grace to Romans 12:1 where he 

urges those who believe by the mercies of God to present their lives 

to God as a living sacrifice holy and acceptable to him.  This is what 

takes place when we better understand the nature of grace.  It 

teaches us to deny ourselves and to live according the directives of 

God for His honor and for His glory. 

 

B.  A second reason for us to see this truth is so that we will not 

mistake a change of mind for a change of heart.  When someone 

believes in Jesus, it is not simply the affirmation of a few facts about 



Jesus; it is not even simply the affirmation of all the facts about 

Jesus.  It is rather on the basis of the facts about Jesus revealed to 

us in scripture a change of heart which moves from defiance against 

God to obedience of God. 

 

It is not enough to believe some truths in your mind.  There must be 

a change of disposition in your heart by which you go from 

antagonism toward God to affection for Him.  Paul expresses this in 

Philippians when he counts all his personal accomplishments and 

declares them rubbish because there is one thing of surpassing 

value and that is to know Christ.  And so Paul says, “forgetting what 

lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus.” 

 

Do not mistake a simple change of mind for the necessary change of 

heart.  You could see a miracle and say you believe, but Jesus said 

that even some who claim to have done mighty works in the name 

of Jesus will not enter the kingdom of heaven but those who do the 

will  of God. 

 

C.  A third reason God wants us to clearly grasp the point of the text 

is so that we will not mistake the core component of the disciple’s 

task.  We do not need miracles to bring the gospel to people.  As 

Jesus explained through his story, “If they do not hear Moses and 

the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should arise 

from the dead.” 

 

The gospel is our equipment for reaching the world of stubborn 

hearted people, lost and condemned.  God uses the gospel to 

change people.  Paul wrote in Romans 1 about the gospel, “I am not 

ashamed of the gospel for it is the power of God unto salvation for 

everyone who believes.”  Don’t think that God has left us powerless.  

He has not because the gospel is the power of God.  And when it is 

preached, people repent and believe and are saved from their 

deceitful hearts.  The gospel is actually more powerful than miracles 

and God is pleased to transform hearts by its power.  So do not rely 



on man’s trickeration and tactics to try to get people in the kingdom.  

Don’t think you need to show people a miracle.  The miracle is that 

Jesus is risen from the dead, and that is at the heart of the gospel. 

 

Conclusion 

So here we have it. The purpose of miracles is to vindicate the 

messenger and the message from God.  Real miracles are stunningly 

breathtaking works of God.  The result of miracles is that while they 

may leave people amazed, they do not change hearts. 

 

What does change a heart is the work of God by His grace.  It is 

more than a change of mind but a complete transformation.  It 

comes about through the preaching/the speaking forth of the 

gospel: the good news that sinners who deserve the judgment of 

God are offered salvation by God who in love and grace sent his son 

to be the satisfaction for his just demand.  This salvation will come 

to those who turn from rebellion against God and trust In Jesus to 

save them. 


