
John 8:12-30       “The Light of the World”         October 28, 2018
OT: Psalm 113    Larry Yeager

Theme:  Jesus is the light of the world.  The higher that light is raised in our hearts, the brighter 
it shines in us and through us.

Background:  Back to the Feast of Tabernacles where Jesus appropriates another major theme of
the celebration.

Introduction:  A deteriorating relationship is no fun to watch.  

I.  The Light of the World

A.  Light and the Old Testament

1. God’s 1st work in the creation?  Light!

2.  Pillar of fire to lead   (Exodus 13:21,22)

3.  Psalm 119:105 – God’s word is “light

B.  Light and the Feast
- In the court of the women 
- With God’s deliverance is light   (Zechariah 14:6-9)
- Four gigantic lampstands – with 4 lamps on each
- The light of repentance   (Ezekiel.8:16) 

C.  “I AM the light of the world

1.  The light of God’s presence
- God’s real presence in the world, the incarnation

2.  Turn to the light 
- Turn to worship the Son!
- To follow Jesus is to “walk in the light”   (1 John 1:7)

II.  The Father Is My Father

A.  An immediate challenge   (13)

1.  They understood what Jesus was saying

2.  A Familiar argument – John 5:30ff 
- Can’t bear witness of/to yourself   (13)

B.  The authority of His word

1.  My Word is valid 

2.  The “Judgment” of Jesus
- Contrasted with 7:24

3.  They are words of the Father!

4.  “Where is your father?”  1st questions from Pharisees

a.  A personal  attack   (cf. 41)

b.  An emphatic response
- Judgment:  You don’t know either me or my Father!



C.  His unique relationship

1.  From The Father to My Father   (19)
- God is rarely addressed as “Father” in the Old Testament rarely speaks 
- Israel’s “Father”   (Psalm 68:5;  Isaiah 9:6; Jeremiah 3:19; Malachi 2:10)

2.  Jesus makes a claim to divinity
- And they don’t arrest him!   (20)

III.  Going Away

A.  Returning to the Father   (21)

1.  You can’t come!
- Parallels with 7:25-36

2.  Through death
- They get that part
a.  Creates terrible confusion  (for his listeners/Pharisees)
b.  Will he kill himself??   (22)  2nd question.

- Is he going to Hell

3.  From above or below?   (23)
a. The Pharisees are from “below” 

- Children of their father   (cf. 44)
- To die in your sins
- Jesus strongest response yet!

b.  Jesus goes to the Father
- His lightly veiled claim “I AM”   (24)

B.  A most important question:  “Who Are You?“!!   (25)

1.  With scorn??
- Who are you?  A nobody!  

2.  With skepticism?

3.  With conviction
- To know who he is
a.  A prophet?  
b.  A man?
c.  Or from the Father?

C.  Lifting up the Son   (28)

1.  On the cross
a.  3 times in John   (3:14,15; 8:28,29; 12:32)

1)  Jesus must die
2)  The only hope of true knowledge of God 

b.  The world will see the bearer of God’s name 28

2.  In our hearts!
- Many believed in him

NOTE:  We must be careful that we don’t believe many things about Christ, but don’t really 
believe in him.  True belief includes trust and obedience to his Word.

How brightly is the light of Christ shining in your heart today?


