
The Lightning Rod of Scripture 
Jonah 1:17-2:10 

If a skeptic is going to reject the  __________________  in the Bible, the first story he will “zap” is Jonah’s 

The chapter and verse divisions in the Bible are __________ inspired; they were added in the Middle Ages 

Jonah 1:17 is actually part of the introduction to the psalm in Jonah 2 and should be the _________ verse 

I. WHAT HAPPENED INSIDE THE SEA CREATURE     Jonah 1:17 

 The word “fish” in 1:17 can mean a whale or a _______________  or a plesiosaur (a marine dinosaur) 

 The sea creature could have been “prepared” by a sovereign God just to _______ and transport Jonah 

 A. What Happened Could Have Been a _______________ Phenomenon with the Providence of God 

  1) Research by the Encyclopedia Britannica confirms that a man can ___________ inside a whale 

  2) The Library Research Service documents the case of James Bartley and the Star of the East 

  3) But after lengthy research into the basis for this story, Edward B. Davis concludes it is a  _____ 

  4) Whether we can find an actual case, God could certainly ______ a creature to make it possible 

 B. What Happened Could Have Been a  ___________________  

 C. What Happened Is Treated as Sober  _________________ by the Bible 

  1) The Bible account is not  _____________ like the National Enquirer or books in the Apocrypha 

  2) Jesus quotes this story 3 times: the ____________ of Jesus is linked to the historicity of Jonah 

 D. What Happened Is a _______________ Pointing to Christ’s Death and Resurrection 

  The story of Jonah and the whale is real, but it points to the death and  ______________ of Jesus 

II. WHAT HAPPENED INSIDE THE HEBREW PROPHET 

 Jonah spent the time within the sea creature praying: vv. 2-7 are a _______ he composed at that time 

 When the sailors threw Jonah overboard he was NOT immediately ____________ by the sea creature 

 A. Jonah’s Near Death Experience     Jonah 2:2-7 

 Verse 2) When Jonah hit the water he quit running FROM God and started running  __________ God 

 Verse 3) This verse used 4 different phrases to describe the  ____________ not the belly of the whale 

 Verse 4) Jonah finally got what he wanted—he was cast out of God’s _______ :his mercy & goodness 

 Verse 4) Yet Jonah looked again to God’s temple—the mercy seat and where God puts His ________ 

 Verse 5) Jonah is  ____________ by the deep; the seaweed served as shackles on hands, feet, neck 

 Verse 6) Jonah’s watery prison was at the base of the mountains, meaning the  __________________ 

 Verse 7) Jonah was passing out from lack of _________ when he finally began to pray and seek God 

 B. Jonah’s Response to His Deliverance     Jonah 2:8-9 

  1) Jonah remembers the pagan sailors: those who turn to false gods will never find  ___________ 

  2) Jonah’s repentance was not empty: when the fish vomited him out, he headed to ___________ 

  3) Jonah concludes this entire episode with this summary: “ ___________________is of the Lord” 

CONC: No Christian can __________________________ so far that he is out of the reach of God’s mercy 


