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Isa 38:1  In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said 

unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live.  

Isa 38:2  Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD,  

Isa 38:3  And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.  

 

I. All beds of despair are not the same 
 

 A. The bed of depression due to unquenchable coveteousness 

1Ki 21:4  And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to 

him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned 

away his face, and would eat no bread.  
 

B. The bed of depression due to unquenchable lust 

2Sa 13:2  And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for his sister Tamar; for she was a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for 

him to do any thing to her.  
2Sa 13:3  But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah David's brother: and Jonadab was a very 

subtil man.  

2Sa 13:4  And he said unto him, Why art thou, being the king's son, lean from day to day? wilt thou not tell me? And Amnon 

said unto him, I love Tamar, my brother Absalom's sister.  
2Sa 13:5  And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy bed, and make thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to see 

thee, say unto him, I pray thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me meat, and dress the meat in my sight, that I may 

see it, and eat it at her hand.  
 

C. The bed of depression due to impending judgment of unquenchable wickedness 

Est 7:8  Then the king returned out of the palace garden into the place of the banquet of wine; and Haman was fallen upon the 

bed whereon Esther was. Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me in the house? As the word went out 

of the king's mouth, they covered Haman's face.  
 

D. The bed of depression at the thought of unquenchable deadness 

Psa 6:2  Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed.  

Psa 6:3  My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?  
Psa 6:4  Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake.  

Psa 6:5  For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks?  

Psa 6:6  I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears.  
 

E. The bed of ‘not-so-much-despair’ at the time of being gathered to our people 

Gen 47:31  ...And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head.  
 

Gen 48:2  And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened himself, and sat 
upon the bed. 

 



Gen 49:33  And when Jacob had made an end of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up 

the ghost, and was gathered unto his people.  
 

II. It is not uncommon for God’s children to have to face walls  

Mat 27:61  And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.  
 

2Sa 12:19  …David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.  
 

Gen 35:19  And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.  

Gen 35:20  And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.  
Gen 35:21  And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar.  
 

Eze 24:16  Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet neither shalt thou mourn nor 

weep, neither shall thy tears run down.  

Eze 24:17  Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy 
feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of men.  

Eze 24:18  So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in the morning as I was commanded.  
 

Heb 5:7  Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him 

that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared;  
 

III. When from your bed you turn toward the wall—you turn to the God who is able   

Mar 2:11  I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house.  

Mar 2:12  And immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and 

glorified God, saying, We never saw it on this fashion.  
 

Joh 5:3  In these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.  
Joh 5:4  For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the 

troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.  

Joh 5:5  And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight years.  

Joh 5:6  When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made 
whole?  

Joh 5:7  The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I 

am coming, another steppeth down before me.  

Joh 5:8  Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.  
Joh 5:9  And immediately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath.  
 

Act 9:33  And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.  

Act 9:34  And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose 

immediately.  
 

Isa 38:4  Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying,  
Isa 38:5  Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 

tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years.  

 

IV. It is good to turn your head toward the wall and pray 
Mat 6:6  But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 

secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.  
 

Mat 14:23  And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was 

come, he was there alone.  
 

Luk 6:11  And they were filled with madness; and communed one with another what they might do to Jesus.  
Luk 6:12  And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.  
 

Mat 26:36  Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, while I go 

and pray yonder. 
 

V. The desperation of sinners who feel they have no right to turn toward the wall 
Luk 18:13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven…  
 

Luk 17:12  ...there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:  
 

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 

and brethren, what shall we do?  
 

Luk 15:18  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,  

Luk 15:19  And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  



 

Luk 23:42  And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.  
 

VI. The desperation of a child of God who does not have the hope of the gospel 
 

 A. The lack of understanding of the Old Testament saints 

1Pe 1:10  Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should 

come unto you:  
1Pe 1:11  Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 

beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.  

1Pe 1:12  Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 

reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which 
things the angels desire to look into.  

 

Eph 3:9  And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid 

in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:  

Eph 3:10  To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the 

manifold wisdom of God,  
Eph 3:11  According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:  

Eph 3:12  In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.  

Eph 3:13  Wherefore I desire that ye faint not at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.  
 

 B. The despair of Old Testament saints without New Testament hope 

Isa 38:9  The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness:  

Isa 38:10  I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.  

Isa 38:11  I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the 
inhabitants of the world.  

 

Isa 38:18  For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for 

thy truth.  
 

Job 7:7  O remember that my life is wind: mine eye shall no more see good.  
Job 7:8  The eye of him that hath seen me shall see me no more: thine eyes are upon me, and I am not.  

Job 7:9  As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no more.  
 

Job 10:20  Are not my days few? cease then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort a little,  

Job 10:21  Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land of darkness and the shadow of death;  

Job 10:22  A land of darkness, as darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, without any order, and where the light is 

as darkness.  
 

Job 14:7  For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch thereof will not 

cease.  

Job 14:8  Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in the ground;  
Job 14:9  Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a plant.  

Job 14:10  But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?  

Job 14:11  As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up:  

Job 14:12  So man lieth down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be raised out of 

their sleep.  
 

 C. The despair of New Testament saints without the hope of salvation 

Act 27:20  And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be 
saved was then taken away.  

Act 27:21  But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said... 

Act 27:22  And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship.  

Act 27:23  For there stood by me this night the angel of God...  
Act 27:24  Saying...lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee.  

Act 27:25  Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.  
 

Eph 2:12  That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 

covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:  
 

1Co 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.  
 

1Th 4:13  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as 
others which have no hope.  

 

VII. When you turn toward your wall—first pray—then read Romans 

Rom 5:1  Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:  



Rom 5:2  By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  

Rom 5:3  And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;  
Rom 5:4  And patience, experience; and experience, hope:  

Rom 5:5  And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is 

given unto us.  

Rom 5:6  For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  
Rom 5:7  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  

Rom 5:8  But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.  

Rom 5:11  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement.  
 

Rom 8:24  For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  

Rom 8:25  But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.  

Rom 8:26  Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit 

itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.  
Rom 8:27  And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 

according to the will of God.  

Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 

his purpose.  
Rom 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the 

firstborn among many brethren.  

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 

justified, them he also glorified.  
Rom 8:31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  

Rom 8:32  He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 

things?  

Rom 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  
Rom 8:34  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 

God, who also maketh intercession for us.  

Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 

or peril, or sword?  
Rom 8:36  As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Rom 8:37  Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  

Rom 8:38  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 

things to come,  
Rom 8:39  Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  
 

 


