
Romans 14:7-12B 
Last week’s sermon spurred me on to spend more time studying the topic of the 
believers judgment.  The more I thought about it, the more uncomfortable it 
made me.  But it was the discomfort of truth.  And the more I thought about it, 
the more impacted I was by the implications.  They are life changing if we will 
truly implement them. 
This is something that all believers should know.  What will happen to us when 
we die? 
I have borrowed heavily from a study from Randy Alcom. 
We have said solidly through the years that Heaven awaits us after death. 
We don’t know exactly what it will be like, but we have some clues. 
We know we will worship God there.   
Rev 5:11-13 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, 
the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice:  

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain  
To receive power and riches and wisdom,  
And strength and honor and glory and blessing!”  

13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying:  

 “Blessing and honor and glory and power  
Be to Him who sits on the throne,  
And to the Lamb, forever and 7ever!”  

We also know we will serve God there. 
Rev 7:15 
15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in 
His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 
We will reign with God there.   
Rev 22:5 
5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the 
Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever. 
And it will be pretty wonderful all in all 
Rev 21:19-21 
19 The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with all kinds of 
precious stones: the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 
chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the 
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seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the 
eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve 
pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And the street of the city was pure 
gold, like transparent glass. 
Revelation 19:9  
9 And the angel said2 to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words 
of God.”  
Jesus said about it: 
Luke 22:28 
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, 
as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

It looks like we will all share in these things, except for those disciples who will 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  That privilege is theirs alone. 

 
So there is no doubt that heaven will be wonderful.  And there is no doubt that 
every believer will share in that experience.  We talked last week about what a 
certainty that is. 
Now our focus in the book of Romans has largely been on our secure position in 
Christ.  We have also focused on how a new creation creates new behavior 
congruent to that miracle of God.  In other words, if God has saved a person there 
are observable changes in their behavior. 
All of this is true.  We are not backtracking at all this morning.  
But there is a danger of thinking that, as long as we are certain that we are 
believers, there is nothing to be gained or lost through zealous living for Christ.  
After all, someone who uses few of their resources for Christ is just as saved as 
the one who uses all of their resources for Christ, are they not?  After all, saved is 
saved isn’t it?  A person cannot be any more saved than another person.  So then, 
what difference does our behavior make?  What difference does it make whether 
I use my time well or badly?  What difference does it make whether I use my 
money for ministry or pleasure?  What difference does it make whether my focus 
is on my life or the lives of others? 
The answer is that it makes a lot of difference.  In fact, it makes an eternity of 
difference. 
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Now you might wonder, Jon, are you saying that we can gain our salvation 
through works?  No.  I am not saying that.  Deeds will not in any way at any time 
gain us salvation.  Only Christ’s work can do that. 
But this is what I AM saying. 
What a believer does, does not shape WHERE a believer spends eternity.  But it 
will, without a doubt, shape HOW a believer spends eternity. 
At first glance that might seem like heresy because we have focused so much on 
the security of our salvation.  But security is not all that scripture says about our 
eternity. 
Have you ever stopped to consider that EVERY knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess that Jesus is Lord?  EVERY human will be judged by God at the final 
judgment.  And it is very clear that every human will be judged based somehow 
on works.  Works are never left out of the evaluation. 
Eccl 12 
13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  
Fear God and keep His commandments,  
For this is man’s all.  
14 For God will bring every work into judgment,  
Including every secret thing,  
Whether good or evil.  
 
Immediately we want to cry out, that is heresy.  But it is scripture that says this 
same thing in lots of places.  Now it would be heresy if we were to say that a 
person earned salvation by doing those works.  But it is not heresy to say the 
following things: 
First it is congruent that everyone that God saves will exhibit works that display 
the wonderful salvation that God has accomplished.   
And second, there will be a varying degree of works, depending upon that 
person’s obedience. 
And third, those works will affect that person’s standing in eternity. 
 
Now think about this.   
Suppose you are like Paul and you devote your entire life to ministry.  You live, 
breathe, eat and sleep evangelism and discipleship.  Your money goes to it.  Your 
time goes to it.  And you spend little time thinking about your own benefit or 
comfort. 



Then there is another person who lived a very comfortable life.  That person paid 
very little cost for evangelism and discipleship.  He used his ample resources to 
the benefit of himself and his family.  His life was primarily self serving, looking 
out after his own.  Oh, he lived the Christian life.  He did some witnessing when 
situations demanded it.  He didn’t deny Christ.  He was not defiant of Christ. But 
he never spent more than he had to in the cause of Christ. 
Now who should God give the position of greater prominence in heaven to? 
We all know the answer to that.   
The big surprise is that there truly are positions of prominence in heaven.  There 
truly are spots that those who deserve it will sit in those seats.  Frankly I have not 
spent much time thinking about that.  I have not considered well the implications 
of those facts.  I have focused primarily on the question- what MUST I do instead 
of the question what COULD I do? 
Matt 8:27 
27 For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and 
then He will reward each according to his works. 
 
II Cor 5:10 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 
may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
I think this is the point that I have been impacted with the most.  And this is what 
I hope to convey today. 
What you do in this life with all the things that God has entrusted you with will 
make a difference in how you will spend eternity.   
And secondly, what you do in this life with all the things that God has entrusted 
you with will make a difference in how you will experience the believer’s 
judgment of works. 
Again, it will not affect your destination.   
When Christ told us to store up treasures in heaven, he wasn’t being as figurative 
as most of us would like to think of it.  He meant it.   
Most of us spend a lot of time thinking about providing for ourselves here on 
earth.  We think about how to secure our futures.  We think about all the “what 
if’s” of this life.  And we use our resources in a way that we think they will provide 
us the most benefit. 
But every now and then we meet people who don’t think that way. 
We know a man who is one of those people. 



We have an associate who has chosen a job that allows him to channel resources 
to people who are living out the great commission.  He does that at a financial 
sacrifice to himself and his family.  On top of that, he and I have had discussions 
about things like eating out.  He has told me that for him it is irresponsible, given 
the state of so many of his contacts, to spend more than $10 for any meal.  He 
wasn’t saying that for anyone else.  It is just a personal legalism he has for making 
sure that as many of his resources are used for the kingdom as possible.  These 
are just small examples of ways that people prioritize eternity.  Ways that people 
store up treasures in heaven. 
These are people who put their money where their mouth is.  They channel as 
much as they can into the things that Christ cares about the most.  And they are 
willing to sacrifice their pleasure here and now in order to do so. 
Now it isn’t too hard to see that people who have used their resources for the 
kingdom will receive greater reward than those who have not.  But that doesn’t 
seem to be all.  There also seems to be a negative impact for having failed to 
serve Christ adequately.  And that is not at all a popular teaching.  But I don’t 
know what else to do with what scripture says. 
2 Corinthians 5:10 says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad.” 
We have already talked about the fact that we cannot be punished for our sins.  
That would be unjust since Christ has already paid for them.  But it is not 
unthinkable that there would be rewards that would be forfeited as a result of a 
sinful lifestyle.  So what is due to us may be lessened by things done in our body.  
That only makes sense.  Our bad behavior has failed to win us any reward. 
Suppose you told your child if he cleans his room you will take him for ice cream.  
And you told him if he does not clean his room there will be a penalty.  Now 
suppose your child does not clean his room.  And suppose, somehow, someone 
else accepts the penalty so your child does not need to.  What does that do about 
the reward of the ice cream?  Well the bad behavior failed to win the ice cream, 
regardless of the penalty already being forgiven. 
As far as I can understand, that is how the final judgment of believers relates to 
sinful behavior.  There will certainly be no rewards offered for sinful behavior. 
I don’t think that a believer will be forced to reveal every sin they have done at 
judgment.  I think that may well be the fate of the judgment on unbelievers, but I 
don’t think that is the fate of believers.  Our sin has been removed.  I don’t think 
we are going to need to expose them, reveal them.   
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But those sins will have a bearing, in some way, on our rewards or lack of 
rewards.  They may just show up as silence.  Instead of talking about our faithful 
actions, there will just be silence due to times of sinful behavior.  What we did 
may not need to be revealed, but what we did not do will become painfully 
obvious. 
 
Now, more about works.  It is easy to get the wrong idea about works.  A common 
thought is that works don’t earn salvation therefore works don’t matter.  But that 
is not what scripture says. 
Revelation 14:13  
13 And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this,  Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may 
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!”  
There is no question that our deeds follow us into death.  They will be judged.  
They will be used to determine reward.  In fact, they will be used to determine if 
we are new creatures, even though the doing of the works could never make us 
new creatures. 
I like the quote that says Salvation is a matter of God’s work for man.  Reward is a 
matter of man’s work for God. 
Remember in Ephesians we looked at the fact that immediately after Paul tells us 
we are saved by grace, not good works, he goes on to tell us that we were , 
however, recreated in order to do the good works that were prepared for us to 
do from the beginning of time.  God has a lifetime of good works for a believer to 
do.   
So we should never allow ourselves to think in any way that the next thing we do 
doesn’t matter.   
Let’s look at several more passages: 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 
deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom” (James 3:13). 
Do you think that you are wise and understanding when you get good doctrine 
figured out?  No.  At that point you just have knowledge, not wisdom.  Who are 
the Christians who really “get it”?  Who are the people who really understand 
what the Christian life is about?  It is those who believe right and that leads to 
living right.  They have good doctrine and good deeds.  If a person has one 
without the other they are not wise.  I have met people who were impressed with 
their own wisdom when they declared how bad doctrine is if it requires work.  
They were speaking foolishly.  Faith without works is dead. 
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Here is another passage: 
“God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown 
him as you have helped his people and continue to help them” (Hebrews 6:10). 
We have been dealing with works from something of a negative perspective…. 
What happens if we don’t do them?  But this verse helps us see it from a positive 
perspective.  What happens if we do them?   
God will not forget your work.  God will not forget to reward your work.  God will 
remember everything that you ever do by faith.  He will remember every act that 
His word and Holy Spirit inspire in your life. 
 
Peter said “ Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling 
and election, if you do these things [then] you will never fall, and you will 
receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (2 Peter 1:10-11 
 
Is that what we want?  A rich welcome?  Or do we just want to enter by the seat 
of our pants?   
All of us here this morning have decisions to make.  And we will live by one of two 
ways of thinking.   
We do it all the time. 
The first way of thinking is continually asking the question, what is the least I can 
do and still maintain my salvation?  People ask, can I leave my husband or wife 
and still be saved?  Can I marry a non-believer and still be saved?  Can I commit 
this sin and still be saved?  Can I spend most of my money on my pleasure and still 
be saved?  Can I say no to every request on my time and resources for the service 
of the kingdom and still be saved? 
Ultimately they are evil, foolish, and self serving questions.  When we ask them 
they tell on us.  They speak of our lack of love for Christ.  They give us good 
reason to question whether we truly are believers. 
The question is not, what can a Christian get away with and still make it?  How 
much can I disobey and still be a believer?  Or even, how much can I live for my 
own pleasure and be a Christian? 
Scripture tells us that the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself in love.  
The attitude that true spirituality creates in a believer is the one that says, How 
can I most please my Lord?  What does Christ care about, so I can care about that 
thing?  How can I spend the resources that have been given to me to best 
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represent what He would do if he were in my skin?  Those are the questions the 
Holy Spirit inspires.  We should be very suspicious of any other questions. 
What are we thinking?  How are we making decisions in this life?  Which question 
are we asking?  How can I most please Christ?  Or how much can I get away with 
living for my own pleasure? 
 
Another implication of our text is this: 
This life ends at death.  That is it.  That is the end of our opportunity to earn 
rewards.  That is the end of our opportunity to live by faith.  There will be no 
more opportunity to gain rewards.  There will be no more opportunity to sacrifice 
for Christ, to use our resources for him.  It is over at the buzzer. 
It is game time.  We only have opportunity now.  Do you want to please Christ by 
your faithful actions?  You only have now to do that in.  Once we die, it is too late.  
There is no evidence that there will be any change in eternity.  There will be no 
opportunities to earn a promotion, to get a more prominent spot.  There is only 
now.  There is only today.  Do you get the implications of that truth?  Today 
matters.  What you do today matters for eternity.  The decisions you make that 
don’t seem to be all that important…. Well they are important.  Your faithful 
actions matter.  Obedience matters.  You might be tempted to think, well if I am a 
believer I cannot lose that so it doesn’t matter.  Well you would be wrong.  It 
matters for eternity.  What you have to offer Christ is your here and now.  That 
opportunity to please Christ is now.  Your opportunity to win rewards is now.  It 
will end when you take your last breath.  There are no rewards earned in heaven 
as far as we know.  It is just now. 
And you might think, well, I don’t really care about getting any rewards.  If I can 
just get in the gate, I’ll be as happy as can be.  But you need to remember.  You 
will be casting your crowns, your rewards, at Christ’s feet in worship.  If you have 
none, you will have nothing to give.  Have you ever showed up at someone’s 
birthday party and you brought no present?  Do you remember how that feels?  
Well multiply that by a million times.  That is what you will feel like in Christ’s 
presence if you have nothing to give, no crowns to cast.  You see, these rewards 
matter.  They will matter to you.  And they matter to God. 
Do you remember taking tests in high school or college? 
I remember very clearly trying to find out how each professor would test.  I 
wanted to know so I could study those things that would be tested on so I could 
get a decent grade in that course.  Well we have been given what we need to 
know about the final test.  We have been given what we need to know in order 



to earn rewards in eternity.  They will be based on faithfulness.  They will be 
based on doing those things that Christ wants done that springs out of our 
gratitude for what Christ has done for us and what He promises to do for us in 
the future.  You see, a wise person prepares for the test.  He does those things 
that he knows will be rewarded.  And he will give up those things that are only 
temporary for those things that are long lasting.   
We have opportunity after opportunity to prepare for this test.  Yeah, some of it 
is very hard.  Some of it means saying I will forfeit some of the pleasure I could 
have in this life.  I will live in difficult circumstances instead of bailing out and 
taking an easier way out.  I will do what Christ has said, no matter what the cost. 
Have you ever noticed that those are the people that God singles out?  Those are 
the people that God uses as examples?  Those are the people who most please 
Him?  We can be those people if we want to be.  But will we live by asking, how 
can I most please Christ? 
 
I’d like to finish by reading what I read in the article by Randy Alcom 
 
Alfred Nobel was a Swedish chemist who made his fortune by inventing dynamite 
and other powerful explosives, which were bought by governments to produce 
weapons. When Nobel’s brother died, one newspaper accidentally printed 
Alfred’s obituary instead. He was described as a man who became rich from 
enabling people to kill each other in unprecedented quantities. Shaken from this 
assessment, Nobel resolved to use his fortune to reward accomplishments that 
benefited humanity, including what we now know as the Nobel Peace Prize. 
Nobel had a rare opportunity—to look at the assessment of his life at its end, but 
to still be alive and have opportunity to change that assessment. Let’s put 
ourselves in Nobel’s place. Let’s read our own obituary, not as written by 
uniformed or biased men, but as an onlooking angel might write it from heaven’s 
point of view. Let’s look at it carefully. Then let’s use the rest of our lives to edit 
that obituary into what we really want it to be. 
A moment after we die we will know exactly how we should have lived. But it will 
be too late to go back and live life here over again. Thankfully, God has given us 
his Word so that we don’t have to wait until we die to know how we should have 
lived. 
Martin Luther said that on his calendar there were only two days: “today” and 
“that Day.” May we learn to live now in light of eternity.  May we learn to live our 
short todays in light of the long tomorrow. 



 
 


