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1 Corinthians 16 “Living in Love”    October 12, 2014 

1 Samuel 4 

Psalm 78:1-6, 56-72 

 

Ichabod! 

 No glory. 

 The glory has departed. 

 

Eli could handle the news that Israel had fled before the Philistines. 

 It grieved him that Israel had been defeated. 

 And surely, his heart trembled at the news of the death of his sons – 

  but chapter 3 of 1 Samuel tells us that he already knew that his sons would die. 

 

 But it was only when he heard that the ark of God had been captured, 

  that he fell over backward, broke his neck, and died. 

 

Ichabod! 

 No glory. 

 The glory of the LORD had been humbled – taken into the temple of another god. 

 

The wife of Phineas is another remarkable woman! 

 Her husband and her father-in-law are dead. 

 But the first thing that breaks her heart is the capture of the ark of God. 

Indeed, she names her son  

 

Ichabod –  

no glory – 

 because “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 

 

The ark of the covenant gets captured – and everyone starts dying! 

 What’s going on?! 

 

When the glory departs from Israel – it’s as though God has said, 

 “You are not my people.” 

 

Psalm 78 reflects on this episode. 

 “He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh, the tent where he dwelt among mankind, 

  and delivered his power to captivity, his glory to the hand of the foe… 

 Their priests fell by the sword, and their widows made no lamentation.” 

 

But God chose the tribe of Judah – Mount Zion, which he loves. 

 He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like the earth, which he has founded forever. 

 He chose David his servant… 

 

Psalm 78 reminds us of how much we need Jesus! 

As long as the glory of the Lord dwells in a box, 
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 our future is uncertain. 

But when the Word became flesh and dwelt among us – 

 then we beheld his glory! 

 

Sing Psalm 78 (stanzas 1-3 and 21-27) 

Read 1 Corinthians 16 

 

 “Let all that you do be done in love.” 

 Let love characterize everything you do! 

  

What is the great commandment? 

 Jesus had quoted Moses, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your mind, with all your soul, and with all your strength”  

and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mt 22) 

 On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets. 

 

Here in chapter 16, Paul lays out three ways that love should characterize us: 

 

Let love characterize the way you use your money (verses 1-4) 

Let love characterize the way the church arranges her ministry (verses 5-12) 

And let love characterize the way that we engage with one another in the body (verses 13-24). 

 

1. “The Collection for the Saints”: the Resurrection and Our Love (v1-4)  

Now concerning
[a]

 the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also 

are to do. 
2 

On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, 

as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. 
3 

And when I arrive, I will 

send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 
4 

If it seems advisable 

that I should go also, they will accompany me. 

 

Throughout Paul’s epistles (and in Acts) there are frequent references  

to churches taking up collections to help other churches. 

 

The chief example is this collection for the saints in Jerusalem.  

 Acts tells us that there was a famine in Jerusalem and Judea 

  and so the Christians in other parts of the world sent funds  

to relieve the suffering of their brethren in Jerusalem. 

 

 Paul’s language here makes it clear that he is not thinking of a mandatory tax. 

  It is a “collection” – a term used to refer to irregular financial contributions, 

   rather than any sort of regular financial arrangement. 

 

We saw in chapter 9 that Paul says that  

“those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.” 

Paul did not explain the mechanism that was used in the first century. 

  All he said is that preachers should be paid for their labors in a regular way. 
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 (And throughout the centuries, the church has done this in a lot of different ways!) 

 So there is a regular financial commitment that a church should have to her pastor(s). 

 

But here in chapter 16, Paul lays out a second sort of financial commitment. 

 This one, however, is more irregular. 

 When there is a major need in the Christian world 

  the churches should take up “collections” for those in need. 

 

 And the members of the church should prepare for this – 

  setting aside whatever you are able – “as you may prosper” – 

   in order to relieve the needs of others at a distance. 

 

In other words, disaster relief has been a part of the church’s life and ministry 

 ever since the beginning! 

 

The funds should be collected and then sent by trustworthy people  

 so that the money arrives safely in the hands of the leaders of the church in Jerusalem 

  (or wherever the money is going). 

 

So, for instance, when we sent money to help the churches in New Zealand after the earthquake, 

 we sent it to a diaconal fund established by the Reformed Churches of New Zealand. 

 

But Paul also highlights the importance of the first day of the week. 

 The early church gathered for worship on the Lord’s Day – the first day of the week. 

 It’s not clear that Paul expects them to have a collection every week – 

  what is clear is that it is on the first day of the week  

that Paul expects them to set aside their gifts. 

 Given his reference to the principle of firstfruits in chapter 15, 

  it's not hard to see the connection: 

   as Christ was the firstfruits of the resurrection, 

   so also we are to bring our gifts to God on the first day of the week. 

 

Here at MCPC, we have tried to follow Paul’s directions by having different sorts of offerings: 

 First, we have our regular “general fund offering” every week – 

  that’s for paying our pastors and missionaries –  

for maintaining the work of the ministry (as Paul said in 1 Cor 9); 

 Second, we have a monthly “diaconal fund offering” on the first Sunday of each month – 

  this is for mercy ministry in our community, 

   in order to help those in need; 

  but sometimes, when there is a major need,  

   the deacons will designate a particular offering for a particular cause 

  (tsunami relief in the Philippines, or earthquake relief in New Zealand), 

 

  and then we will send the funds that we raise to the churches in those places, 

   in order to help them provide for their own people, 

   or for their neighbors as God opens the door. 
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The point here is that you should always set aside a portion of your income  

(as God prospers you) 

 in order to relieve the material needs of others. 

 

Ginger and I set aside a set amount for mercy needs each month. 

 Then, when a need arises, we usually have some funds available to help others. 

 Sometimes it may be spent locally on the poor around us. 

 Other times it may be sent overseas to help others at a distance. 

 

If we love our brothers in the Lord, 

 then we must look for ways to show that love to our brothers in need! 

 

Also, it is important that this is for the saints. 

 Certainly we should do good to all men – 

  but especially to the household of faith (as Paul will say in Galatians). 

 Yes, we should help unbelievers! 

  But make sure that you are not ignoring the saints! 

 

 

2. “Doing the Work of the Lord”: Paul, Timothy, and Apollos (v5-12) 
 

In verses 5-12, Paul talks about future plans – first for himself, then Timothy, and then Apollos. 

 The common theme is that of “doing the work of the Lord.” 

 All pastors – all ministers of the gospel – are to be engaged in doing the Lord’s work. 

  The question is how and where are we to be engaged? 

 All three of these sections focus on different aspects of that work. 

 

First, Paul: 

 

 a. Paul’s Plans – “a Wide Door for Effective Work” (v5-9) 
5 

I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through Macedonia, 
6 

and 

perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my journey, 

wherever I go. 
7 

For I do not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time with 

you, if the Lord permits. 
8 

But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 
9 

for a wide door for 

effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

 

Paul has just written a very difficult letter to the church in Corinth. 

At this point in their relationship, he doesn’t want to just “stop by.” 

 “I do not want to see you now just in passing.” 

 

Paul understands the importance of presence. 

 You often hear the phrase “quality time” used with reference to parenting. 

 It’s not about quantity – they say – but about quality. 

 

That’s a dangerous idea. 
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Obviously, if you only have an hour, 

 then you want to make that hour a quality hour! 

You want your time with your children to be well spent – 

 but there are some things that simply take time. 

Reading The Lord of the Rings to each of my children has taken a lot of time – 

 building stuff together – working on homework –  

 all of these things take time. 

 

Paul understands that the work of ministry takes time –  

“I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.” 

 Jesus came in the flesh. 

 The Son of God entered our world – our world of time and space. 

 

 In a very real way, our Lord Jesus made time for us. 

 

But now is not the time for visiting Corinth. 

Paul says that he will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost 

  because God has opened the door for effective work there. 

 Paul is an apostle – 

  as such he has a very broad scope to his ministry – 

  but the principle remains the same for all of us. 

 Where do you focus your energy? 

 You don’t have time to do everything! 

 

Well, where has God opened the door? 

 We often use this phrase – and 1 Corinthians 16:9 is where it comes from! 

  Sometimes you may feel torn in many directions. 

   What should you do? 

 Where has God opened a door for effective work? 

 But notice the rest of the sentence! 

  “and there are many adversaries” – 

 Whenever God opens a door for effective work – 

  you can expect that the forces of opposition will arise against God’s work. 

 

(The book of Acts recounts the opposition that Paul faced in Ephesus – 

 including riots and attacks from the worshipers of the goddess Diana) 

 

Don’t be discouraged by opposition to the gospel. 

  

 b. Timothy’s Plans – “Help Him on His Way in Peace” (v10-11) 
10 

When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for he is doing the work of the 

Lord, as I am. 
11 

So let no one despise him. Help him on his way in peace, that he may return to 

me, for I am expecting him with the brothers. 

 

In verses 10-11 Paul urges the Corinthians to receive Timothy – 

 “for he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am.” 
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Back in chapter 4, verse 17, Paul said that he has sent Timothy to Corinth. 

 Here Paul makes it clear that Timothy was not the bearer of the letter. 

 Paul seems to expect that the letter will arrive in Corinth before Timothy does. 

 

But notice how Paul approaches ministry! 

 Paul is always surrounded by a circle of co-workers – 

  fellow laborers who are partners together with him in the gospel. 

 Maybe they start off as interns – disciples – students. 

 But the end result is that Paul thinks of them as colleagues. 

 

Paul wants the Corinthians to treat Timothy the same way that they would treat him. 

 “Let no one despise him” (let no one undervalue him). 

 This is important for us as a church right now. 

 

 As Pastor Jon gets more involved in the life and ministry of MCPC – 

  and as we get to know Blair and whether or not to call him – 

  and as Joel continues to grow in his preparation for the gospel ministry – 

 

  we need to recognize that all of us are engaged in the same work – 

   the work of the Lord Jesus – just like Paul. 

 

But while Paul wants the Corinthians to value Timothy, 

at the same time, Paul wants the Corinthians to send Timothy back soon. 

 

 “Help him on his way in peace, that he may return to me, 

  for I am expecting him with the brothers.” 

 

 The term “brothers” can be used a lot of ways in Greek (like in English). 

  Here, in verse 11, it appears to refer to “brother ministers” – 

   as it plainly means in verse 12: 

 

 c. Apollos’s Plans – He Will Come When He Has Opportunity (v12) 
12 

Now concerning our brother Apollos, I strongly urged him to visit you with the other brothers, 

but it was not at all his will
[b]

 to come now. He will come when he has opportunity. 

 

Earlier in Corinthians, Paul had made reference to the divisions in Corinth 

 the parties surrounding Paul, Apollos, Peter, and “Christ.” 

 

Here, Paul wishes to make clear that neither he nor Apollos has any sympathy for this. 

 Paul urged Apollos to go to Corinth. 

 He didn’t fear what Apollos would do! 

  We’re fellow-ministers! 

  We’re laboring together in the gospel! 

 You may be divided over Paul, Apollos, and Peter – 

  but we are not! 
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Now I should comment on Paul’s phrase “it was not at all the will (or purpose) to come now.” 

 Paul does not specify whose will! 

 Does he mean Apollos? (like the ESV suggests) 

 Or does he mean God? (like the ESV footnote suggests) 

 Or does he mean the will of the elders in Ephesus? 

 

I suspect he may mean all of the above! 

 Paul is highlighting the harmony between Apollos and himself – 

  and the “other brothers” (probably referring to the rest of those who are involved  

in helping bring peace in Corinth) – 

which has the effect of making clear the will of God in the matter. 

  

Again you can see one of the key ways in which God shows us what he wants us to do: 

 when there is harmony between brothers – 

 when all the leaders of the church agree – 

  you can be pretty sure that God’s direction is clear. 

 

3. “Let All That You Do Be Done in Love” – Paul’s Closing Exhortations (v13-24) 

In verses 13-24 Paul lays out his closing exhortations – 

 and these exhortations focus on love. 

 

 a. “Act Like Men” Means Love – Put Away Childish Ways (v13-14) 
13 

Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 
14 

Let all that you do be done in 

love. 

 

Verse 13 consists of four imperatives that characterize the life of love. 

 1) Be watchful. 

  Keep alert – pay attention to what is going on around you! 

  Don’t be oblivious! 

 2) Stand firm in the faith. 

  Be steadfast – and hold fast to your faith in Jesus 

 3) Act like men. 

  Think back to 1 Corinthians 13. 

  Paul said that when he was a child, he acted like a child. 

   But when he became a man, he put aside childish ways. 

  In the same way, Paul says now, act like men. 

  Be mature. 

 And 4) be strong.  

  Or perhaps, be strengthened. 

 

And verse 14 has the effect of explaining  

how you can be watchful – 

how you can stand firm in the faith – 

how you can act like men – 

how you can be strong – 
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namely, Let all that you do be done in love. 

 

Let love characterize everything you do. 

 After all, these three remain – faith, hope, and love – 

  but the greatest of these is love! 

 

 b. “Be Subject to Such as These” – How to Identify Good Leaders (v15-18) 
Paul’s second exhortation focuses on leadership. 

 I want you to see two things about good leaders. 

 First, they devote themselves to the service of the saints –  

and second, they refresh the spirits of others. 

 
15 

Now I urge you, brothers
[c]

—you know that the household
[d]

 of Stephanas were the first 

converts in Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints— 
16 

be 

subject to such as these, and to every fellow worker and laborer. 

 

The term “service” is the Greek diakonia – service or ministry. 

The preposition here is important. 

 The ESV’s “service of the saints” is ambiguous – 

  does it mean the service done on behalf of the saints, 

  or the service done for the saints? 

 The Greek is clear. 

 Paul uses the dative – it’s ministry to the saints. 

The household of Stephanas have given themselves to the work of ministry to the saints. 

 

Paul does not use the words “elder” or “deacon” in 1 Corinthians – 

 but you can see the same functions at work in the church. 

 

There are those who are devoted to the ministry. 

 And Paul urges the church to “be subject to such as these,  

and to every fellow worker and laborer.” 

 This is part of the reason why we have “deacon interns” right now – 

  to give you an opportunity to see whether these men are the sort of men  

   you are willing to be subject to! 

 

 Likewise, this is the reason why the congregation erected a pulpit committee 

  to interview Blair Smith, contact his references, 

and explore the possibility of calling him as an associate pastor. 

 

Are they devoted to and characterized by ministry to the saints? 

 Are they servant leaders? 

 Do they humbly deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow Jesus? 

 

 If so, then you should be subject to such as these. 

 You should listen to them – and do what they say – 
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  and not just what they say! – but do what they do! 

 

And you see this in verses 17-18 – 

 where the second thing that Paul says about servant leaders 

  is that they refresh the spirits of others.  

 

 
17 

I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made 

up for your absence, 
18 

for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such 

people. 

 

Paul rejoices at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus  

 because their presence makes up for your absence. 

 

Paul wants to see the Corinthians – 

 but in the faces of their leaders, he sees the presence of those he loves. 

 And not just their faces. 

  But even more in their words and actions. 

 

 They have given Paul rest. 

  Do you know what it means to be anxious and fearful? 

   To stay up late at night wondering what is happening to those you love? 

  Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus have come to Paul 

   and they have brought rest to Paul’s spirit. 

  As Paul looks upon their faces – and sees their love for Jesus – 

   their love for Paul – and their love for the Corinthian church – 

    Paul finds refreshment and peace! 

 

And notice the response that Paul urges: 

 the church is to be subject to those who devote themselves to ministry to the saints; 

 and the church should give recognition to those who refresh the spirit of others. 

  And notice that “giving rest to others” points both ways. 

 

  Both to those who are “above them” in the Lord  

(Paul says that they have refreshed him!) 

  as well as to those who are under their authority in the Lord. 

 

Giving rest to others is a crucial part of leadership. 

 And it points both directions –  

  if you are only concerned with refreshing those under your care – 

   that would suggest that you are really only interested in power; 

  if you are only concerned with refreshing those above you – 

   that would suggest that you are focused on gaining influence. 

 

But love points both ways. 

 

And when you see such people – people who give rest and refreshment to others, 
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 don’t take them for granted! 

 Recognize them! 

  Acknowledge them! 

 

So, when you are looking for church leaders – 

 look for those who devote themselves to ministry to the saints – 

  who serve one another in love –  

 and look for those who refresh others – who give rest to others. 

 

And then be subject to such men – and give them the recognition and honor that they deserve. 

 

 c. “Greet One Another with a Holy Kiss” – the Love of the Churches (v19-20) 
19 

The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their 

house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. 
20 

All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one 

another with a holy kiss. 

 

Verses 19-20 then turn to the important work of greeting. 

 The churches in the Roman province of Asia (western Turkey) send greetings. 

 Likewise, Aquila and Prisca (who had formerly been in Corinth) send not only greetings 

but many greetings – or “hearty greetings” –  

   together with the church in their house (now in Ephesus). 

   

 Likewise, all the brothers send their greetings. 

  (Again, since we’ve already heard from ‘the churches’  

   it seems clear that ‘brothers’ refers to the pastors and elders). 

 

 Notice how important it is to Paul – and to the churches and pastors of his day – 

  to send greetings to one another. 

  

The church in all the world recognizes that we are one body – 

 knit together by one Lord, one faith, one baptism. 

And so, whenever possible, we should greet one another as brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 In the Presbyterian world we do this by sending “fraternal delegates” 

  to each other’s gatherings – 

  so that we can “greet one another” in the name of Christ.  

 

And then Paul urges the church to “greet one another with a holy kiss.” 

 Some people have assumed that greeting others with a kiss  

was a common middle eastern greeting. 

 But recent research indicates that it only became common after the rise of Christianity. 

 

 Jewish men generally only kissed close friends or relatives. 

 Likewise in the Roman world, the public kiss was a very significant event – 

  to be reserved for special occasions. 

 

Both Paul and Peter urge the church to “greet one another with a holy kiss” – 
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 because in Christ, we are a new family. 

Jew and Gentile have been brought together in one new family. 

 The holy kiss is designed to “underline and nurture” this new identity –  

  this new community – that we are in Christ. 

 

We have sought to implement Paul’s command at the Lord’s Table, 

 when we greet one another with “the peace of the Lord” 

 

In our culture, hugs and handshakes are probably adequate expressions of the kiss – 

 though I suspect that it was important to Paul that the kiss is bestowed with the mouth! 

 

Judas did not betray Jesus with a handshake – but with a kiss – 

 that most intimate of expressions of our unity and peace 

 

In verses 21-24, Paul writes his final greeting in his own hand: 

 d. “Love for the Lord” – Final Greeting (v21-24) 
21 

I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. 

 

His final words are both striking and profound: 

 Verse 22 sounds shocking: 

 

 
22 

If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! 

 Simply put, this is Paul’s own summary of the whole epistle. 

 Back in chapter 8, Paul had paraphrased the Shema –  

  “Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the Lord is One” – 

  in 8:6 Paul said: 

 “But for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and for whom we are, 

 and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we are.” 

 

 Now Paul echoes the next line in the Shema – 

  “and you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart…” 

 

 But if anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. 

 

If you refuse to love the Lord,   

then when the Lord Jesus comes in judgment, 

 you will bear your own curse. 

 

“Our Lord, come!” is marana tha – an Aramaic phrase. 

 The fact that Paul uses it with a Greek-speaking audience 

  suggests that it had become such a common prayer, 

  that even Greek speakers were familiar with it. 

  

 Maranatha is a prayer for the return of the Lord Jesus – 

  the day when Jesus will come and make all things right. 

 But of course, when Jesus makes all things right, 
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  he will say to the sheep – come, you blessed of the Lord, enter into your rest! 

  and he will say to the goats – depart you accursed into the eternal fire… 

 

But Paul does not desire this outcome for you! 

 Instead he says: 

 

 
23 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 
24 

My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 Warning… 

…and comfort. 

 

After warning of the coming curse upon those who do not love the Lord Jesus,  

 Paul pronounces a blessing upon them: 

  “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you” – 

 

 And not just the blessing of Jesus – but also the blessing of Paul: 

  “My love be with you all in Christ Jesus” 

 

 This is a very unusual formulation. 

  Paul never emphasizes himself like this. 

 He always focuses on the grace of Jesus – the love of God – the fellowship of the Spirit. 

 

So why does Paul give his own blessing here? 

 Well, after all the hard words that he has said to the Corinthians, 

  he wants them to know that he loves them! 

 

Not just the party of Paul – 

 not just the faction that supported him! 

 

 Of course, this is Paul we’re talking about! 

 

He can’t really take the last word – 

  so he says “My love be with you all in Christ Jesus!” 

 but he says, My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

 

After the sermon: 457 – Come Thou Fount (“here I raise my Ebenezer”) 

  

 

Close with “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” (TH 571) 

 

Think about how Paul’s exhortation to love is at the heart of this song  

 (and remember that standing up for Jesus does not mean fighting in your own strength – 

  it means following the way of the cross – 

  it means wearing the “gospel armor”) 


