
Mark 3 13-19c  And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He 

Himself wanted. And they came to Him. 14  Then He appointed twelve, that 

they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach, 15  and to 

have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons: 16  Simon, to whom He 

gave the name Peter; 17  James the son of Zebedee and John the brother of 

James, to whom He gave the name Boanerges, that is, "Sons of Thunder"; 

18  Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the son of 

Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Cananite; 19  and Judas Iscariot, who also 

betrayed Him. And they went into a house. (NKJV)  

 

Last week we were discussing how Peter was a man who initiated things.  He was 

not passive, he was active.   

Now let’s look at another example of Peter initiating things. 

Matthew 14:25  Now in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, 

walking on the sea. 26  And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, 

they were troubled, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out for fear. 27  But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, "Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be 

afraid." 28  And Peter answered Him and said, "Lord, if it is You, command 

me to come to You on the water." 29  So He said, "Come." And when Peter 

had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30  But 

when he saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to 

sink he cried out, saying, "Lord, save me!" 31  And immediately Jesus 

stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, "O you of little faith, 

why did you doubt?" 32  And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

33  Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly 

You are the Son of God." (NKJV)  

Now, there are a bunch of guys in this boat.  And they are probably all scared.  

But look what happens.   

Think about this.  If you were on this boat, how would you have responded?  It is 

dark.  You are out in a storm on the water. Some of these guys were not fisherman.  

They were not accustomed to this sort of thing.  The winds were contrary.  Things 

weren’t going well.  And if they weren’t in danger, they knew they quickly could 

be. 

Then they see something they have never seen in all their years.  There is someone 

walking on the water to them.  It is no wonder they thought it was a ghost.  What 

else could they think?  What would you think?  Have you ever been walking in the 

woods at night and your imagination gets the best of you?  Can you imagine how 

scary this situation on the lake would be?  Put yourself in that spot.  What would 

you do? 



As soon as Peter gets the information that the person on the water is Christ, he 

immediately wants to go to him.  We often focus on the fact that Peter began to 

sink.  But if you notice, Peter was the only one even trying to do the impossible.  

Peter was the only one bold enough or brave enough or impulsive enough to take 

the risks of doing the impossible.  As a result he would likely learn things more 

quickly than the others.  And he will fail in more visible ways than his brothers and 

sisters. 

We look at what Jesus said to him and we often focus on that.  "O you of little 

faith, why did you doubt?"  What we fail to notice is that there are 11 guys in the 

boat who likely had even less faith.  Who gets the bad press?  Peter.  Who did the 

most faithful thing?  Peter.  Friends, that is how it goes.  If you are going to be bold 

for Christ, you are going to get the most correction from Christ.  If you sit in the 

boat waiting for someone else to lead, you will avoid some of that correction but 

you are also not as likely to accomplish dramatic things.  Everyone has their gifts 

and their place in the body of Christ.  That is true.  But we can never allow 

ourselves to be overly critical of the Peter’s or others like him, just because his 

errors are often big and made in public. 

Now we will move to the next text.  With all that initiating that Peter did, he also 

had a very very important lesson to learn. 

Luke 22:24  Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which of them 

should be considered the greatest. 25  And Christ said to them, "The kings of 

the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority 

over them are called 'benefactors.' 26  But not so among you; on the contrary, 

he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs 

as he who serves. 27  For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he who 

serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One who 

serves. 28  But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials.  

Now, can you imagine an argument or even a good natured discussion about who 

is greatest and Peter not being in on it?  I can’t.  Peter was not likely to be one to 

be outdone by anyone.  We can just imagine Peter extolling his own virtues, 

virtues Peter was convinced were rock solid. 

But Peter had a lot to learn about himself and about real ministry.  So Christ starts 

with explaining this concept in theory. 

He is essentially explaining what the world’s view of leadership is.  And there is 

no doubt that these are the same ideas that the disciples are revealing about 

themselves.  People like to be leaders, essentially because it puts them in a place to 

have others do what you tell them to do.  There is something you get from being a 

leader.  You benefit from the position you hold.  There is something in it for self.   

But the Kingdom of God is just the opposite.  26  But not so among you; on the 

contrary, he who is greatest among you, let him be as the younger, and he who 



governs as he who serves. 27  For who is greater, he who sits at the table, or he 

who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet I am among you as the One 

who serves. 28  But you are those who have continued with Me in My trials. 
Jesus is redefining leadership in such a way that it becomes an act of self sacrifice 

rather than an act of self advancement.  And Christ displayed that in very tangible 

ways.  Christ had just gone around the table and washed all of the disciple’s feet.  

That is the task that the lowest slave would do.   

By now we have heard this story so many times that I think we miss how hard this 

really is on the flesh.  When is the last time someone just expected you to do some 

task that you felt was demeaning?  When did someone just expect you to serve 

them and they didn’t think twice about it?  They just expected that you would drop 

what you were doing and do what they expected?  Do you remember the feelings 

you had?  Well that is how flesh responds to self sacrifice.  I am not saying that 

you should or should not have done what was requested of you.  That is another 

conversation.  But my focus is on how you felt.  Our pride and indignation are 

quick to kick up in such a situation.  We get the “how dare you” mentality. 

No one who is engaged in an argument about who is the greatest is going to 

volunteer for feet washing duty.  Because the greatest would never do such a thing.  

The most exalted leader would not think to do such a thing.  Pride and protocol in 

our world system will not allow it.  The world system equates importance with 

authority.  The more authority you have, the greater you are.  The greater you are, 

the more people serve you and the less people you must serve.  Therefore being in 

authority has an enormous fleshly motive.   

But leadership as Christ defines it has no fleshly motive.  The more authority you 

have, the more people you have to serve.  You live for their good.  You are 

committed to doing any task, no matter how lowly, to make sure they prosper.   

What Christ is saying here is very profound.  This would not have been missed by 

the disciples.  Christ was turning their idea about positions upside down.  He is 

taking the flesh out of their ambitions.   

Very soon after saying this, Jesus singles out Peter.  This is what he says: 

31  And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that 

he may sift you as wheat. 32  But I have prayed for you, that your faith should 

not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren."  
Jason VanDorsten did an excellent job with this at church camp last year.  He is 

going to be with us again by the way.  But I am not going to go far into this text.  

But to understand Peter we have to see this. 

First- we see that Satan wants at Peter.  There is a degree that Satan wants at every 

believer.  We truly have a spiritual enemy.  He hates us because he hates Christ.  

And we are the only way he has available to him to hurt Christ.  We need to keep 

this perspective in mind.  This world is not a safe place.  It is a battlefield.   



But we see here that Satan picked out the disciples for his special attention.  The 

“you” in verse 31 is plural.  He has asked to sift all of the disciples to show that 

they would fall.  And they all do fail their Lord.  But they do not ultimately fall. 

Next we see that God fully intends to allow that to happen.  It has to happen to 

make Peter useful.  It has to happen to remove Peter’s trust in himself.  As long as 

Peter trusts His own greatness, the thing he was probably arguing about, he will 

never depend upon the resources of God the way he should.  He must see, once and 

for all, that Peter is not great.  But God is great.  Peter will fail.  But God will 

succeed.  So God will use the efforts of Satan to improve the ministry of Peter. 

As a result of this Peter will also be able to empathize.  He will suffer.  He will be 

comforted.  And as a result, he will have comfort to provide to others. 

Imagine that this event did not happen in Peter’s life.  What do you think Peter 

would have said to someone who failed Christ, to someone who denied Christ, to 

someone who showed cowardice and disloyalty?  We can just imagine Peter 

having no time for a person like that.  He would have no ministry to that person 

and he would likely think that person not even worthy of ministry.  That would 

have been the result from Peter’s existing view of himself in the flesh. 

But after Peter’s failure and restoration happen, how would Peter deal with 

someone who failed Christ miserably?  He would come up alongside them and say 

brother, let me tell you my story.  Let me tell you about my failure.  And let me tell 

you about our Savior.  What a favor Satan was doing to the kingdom of God.  But 

naturally, like always, the devil deserves, nor gets, any credit for it. 

And we see too that Christ was not unconcerned or unaffected.  He did not simply 

say, like a hypercalvinist, that God’s will is going to happen no matter what so it 

doesn’t matter what we do.  No.  Christ took action.  He prayed for Peter.  He 

assured Peter’s success and his opportunity for restoration with His Father.  Peter 

would not be done in by this trial, even though he may feel as if he has been. 

Then we go on. 

33  But he said to Him, "Lord, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and 

to death."  
This is where we see what Peter thinks of Peter.  Scripture tells us that we don’t 

know our own hearts.  They are desperately wicked.  We tend to think we are 

better than we are, more loyal than we are, smarter than we are, wiser than we are, 

stronger than we are, more dependable than we are, and on and on. 

But we can be comforted.  Christ knows exactly what we are.  And if we are His, 

He chose to love us knowing the full truth of who we are.  Mike used to say 

something like if anyone knew everything about us, everything we think and do, 

they would not love us.  It is a mercy, probably, that we do not know everything 

about another human.  We don’t know every thought they think.  But Christ does.  

And he loves us anyway. 



Christ loved Peter for who Peter really was, even before Peter had any clue just 

how worthless his efforts were in his best fleshly intentions.  Peter had a pride that 

had to die.  Christ knew that.  Peter didn’t.  But Peter was still in Christ’s school.  

And the woodshed of God will always teach us what we need to know. 

34  Then Christ said, "I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day 

before you will deny three times that you know Me." (NKJV) 

You can just imagine how Peter may have responded. 

He may have been indignant.  He may have sulked.  He may have argued.  But he, 

by this time should have known better.  Christ is not like we are in this way.  We 

say many things that are not true.  We say things in ways that are meant well but 

are inaccurate.  Christ never did that.  If Christ said Peter will deny Christ, he 

meant that Peter will deny Christ. 

This would have been impossible in Peter’s mind.  In fact, it was such an 

impossibility that Peter probably put it completely out of his mind until after the 

fact.  Then Christ’s words came back to him. 

It is good for us to realize that every believer has to learn this same lesson.  Our 

flesh, our old self, our natural talents, in and of themselves, do nothing to advance 

the kingdom of God.  Apart from Christ we can do nothing.  We must use our 

human effort, but human effort alone is worthless.  Our efforts must be done in 

faith of God.  We must live by faith.  We must walk according to the Spirit.  And 

then we will find that our human efforts are empowered by God to accomplish His 

bidding. 

 

Now let’s move on to looking at more of Peter’s life.  And what we will see is that 

there is something to notice even in his biggest failure. 

Luke 22:54  Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the 

high priest's house. But Peter followed at a distance. 55  Now when they had 

kindled a fire in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 

among them. (NKJV)  

Where was Peter and where were the rest of the disciples?  Notice here that Peter 

was closer to Christ here than any of the other disciples.  Peter followed Christ like 

Peter always followed Christ.  He was bolder than all the rest.  That was not good 

enough to avoid his failure, but we can’t ignore what a good trait that was.  We 

usually focus on the fact that his denial of Christ is probably the worst in scripture 

done by a true believer.  But he followed Christ to the end more closely than any 

other disciple.  We see again big efforts and big failures. 

Well that ends our look at Peter the initiator.   

But lets look at a few more things scripture reveals about Peter before we move on 

to the rest of the list of disciples. 

 



We see in the next passage how Peter needs the Lord’s work on his life   

John 13:6  Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, "Lord, are 

You washing my feet?" 7  Jesus answered and said to him, "What I am doing 

you do not understand now, but you will know after this." 8  Peter said to 

Him, "You shall never wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash 

you, you have no part with Me." 9  Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my 

feet only, but also my hands and my head!" 10  Jesus said to him, "He who is 

bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, 

but not all of you." 11  For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He 

said, "You are not all clean." (NKJV)  

This is typical Peter.  Look at his responses.  Peter was not moderate.  He was all 

or nothing.  Several places in scripture we see what we see here.  First Peter says 

never.  You will never wash my feet.  Then after Christ explains himself Peter says 

essentially “everything”.  Wash everything. 

That is the kind of guy Peter was.  Peter did not want to be served by His master.  

He sensed something wrong about that.  But like everyone’s seemer, Peter’s 

seemer was broke.  So then when Peter discerned that having his feet washed was a 

good thing, being completely washed ought to be even better.  But Peter was 

wrong again.  It didn’t work the way he figured. 

It would have been difficult for a man like Peter, or anyone for that matter, to keep 

up with what Christ was talking about most of the time.  Christ moved quickly in 

this text from a conversation about physically cleaning feet to an analogy of being 

clean spiritually.  We need to have some empathy here because I doubt any of us 

would do real well in that circumstance.  But Peter did have a sense of propriety.  

And it did not seem proper to Peter that Christ would be performing a work of a 

slave to him.  He should be doing that to Christ. 

But when His Master said it must be done, then let’s go all in. 

That is when the lesson about foot washing turned into a lesson about 

sanctification.  Once you are justified, when Christ’s blood forgives your sin, then 

all you need to do is to continue confessing your present sin.  And this doesn’t 

create a relationship with God.  You already have that.  It just restores your 

fellowship with God. 

Jesus makes this point by talking about those who have already had a bath- 

(justification) only need a foot washing- (sanctification). 

But Jesus knew that Judas was not justified so he singles him out here. 

You gotta love Peter here.  He was all or nothing. 

Now, let’s look at Peter after his great failure.  This is the first time Jesus talks to 

Peter in depth after Peter’s failure. 

John 21:15  So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

"Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, 



"Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Feed My lambs." 

16  He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love 

Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." He said to 

him, "Tend My sheep." 17  He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of 

Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because He said to him the third 

time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; 

You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Feed My sheep. 18  Most 

assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 

walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your 

hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish." 

19  This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when 

He had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me." (NKJV)  

Peter had thought so much of his abilities and qualities and loyalties.  It is likely 

when he first started following Christ he saw himself as being superior to the other 

disciples.  He probably saw himself as deserving the top spot.  Remember he had 

told Christ that he, Peter, would never deny Christ, as opposed to all the rest of the 

disciples. 

Well, now Christ asks Peter- Peter, do you love me more than the rest of these men 

love me?  Do you still see your love for me as being greater than anyone elses? 

Peter responds by saying, Lord you know the facts.  You know that I do love you.  

He does not say anything about anyone else.  But he does affirm his love for 

Christ.  But there is a difference here.  Christ asked if Peter loves Christ with agape 

love (Christlike self sacrificing love).  Christ answers that he loves Christ with 

Phileo love (brotherly affection).  Then Christ tells Peter to take the lambs where 

they can be fed.  That is how you feed sheep. 

Next Christ asks the question again.  Do you Agape love me?  Peter answers again.  

You know the facts.  You know I love you.  This time Christ tells him to take 

responsibility for the overall needs of the sheep.  Act like a shepherd taking care of 

the sheep. 

The third time Christ asks, do you phileo love me.  Maybe that gets to Peter.  This 

time Peter responds with a different word.  He says essentially, Lord you have 

experienced my love.  You know it by experience.  You more than cognitively 

know the fact.  You have seen it.  You know I phileo love you. And Christ told him 

again to feed my sheep. 

We see in this that Peter is restored.  It is clear that Christ is expecting Peter to 

carry out the responsibility in front of him.  But he is dealing with a different Peter.  

And it seems that Christ is going out of His way to make a point.  The interaction 

seems to be hard on Peter.  Christ was not dealing with Peter softly.  He was not 

catering to any thumbsucking or self pity Peter may have been doing.  He was 

essentially communicating to the Peter, who at one time thought so much of 



himself, that if he truly loves Christ, it will have nothing to do with a seat of 

honor.  It will have nothing to do with status or prestige.  It won’t have to do with 

overthrowing the government.  It will not have to do with bossing the other 

disciples around or being the pope of the church. 

If he really loves Christ the way that Christ loved Peter, Peter will get to the 

business of taking care of all the people who come to Christ in the coming days 

and years.  That is to be Peter’s mission.  He is to love God’s children the way that 

Christ has loved Peter.  He is to focus his life on getting those people what they 

need to flourish.   

It would be clear to those standing by that Christ was restoring Peter to ministry.  

He was restoring Peter to fellowship.  But he was giving the man Peter the 

challenge he needed to keep on the right path.  No more was Peter to trust his flesh.  

No more was Peter to do the things that all self loving people do.  Now Peter was 

to die to all that and live for Christ’s purposes. 

What an excellent example for us as well.  That is exactly what we are to be doing.  

We are to live, not for our own pleasure or our own good.  We are to live for the 

glory of God, for the purposes of God.  And we are to do that, no matter what it 

might cost us. 

Then Christ told Peter what it would cost him.  Remember when Peter said he 

would die for Christ?  Well it was true.  Peter would die for Christ.  And Christ 

told Peter that this is exactly what would happen.  It is hard to know what Peter 

may have thought of that.  He may have thought it would be good to have a second 

chance to die nobly for Christ, instead of denying Christ the way he did.  The way 

Christ said it, it is clear he is communicating that next time, Peter would not back 

out, he would not deny Christ.  Peter was going to be faithful unto death. 

Maybe that was a relief to Peter.  He may have actually been glad to hear that.  

Maybe it was an encouragement.  Peter may have failed to do what he promised in 

the past.  But he would have a second chance and at that point he would succeed in 

honoring Christ through death. 

Then Christ gave Peter his life’s command.  Peter’s walk started and ended with 

this.  Follow me.  And that is the command to every child of God.  It is a simple 

command.  Follow me.  Ultimately that is all that we must do. 

Now we find that after Pentecost Peter was used to do some mighty things for the 

Lord.  But even then, his record isn’t perfect.  In Galatians we find Peter whimping 

out on the true faith and giving way to some Judiazers.  Paul challenged Peter and 

Peter accepted the correction and changed.  There are no perfect saints this side of 

heaven.  But there are changes made in every believer’s life. 

When we read the books of I and II Peter we see the changes that the Lord made in 

Peter’s life. 



Listen to some of these passages with a mind of the lessons that Peter learned in 

the school of Jesus. 

1 Peter 1:6  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 

be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7  that the genuineness of your 

faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by 

fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ, 8  whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, 

yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, (NKJV)  

Peter knew all about the genuineness of faith being tested by fire.  And he knew it 

was worth it. 

1 Peter 3:8  Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one 

another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; 9  not returning evil 

for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you 

were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing. (NKJV)  

Gone is the old Peter, jockeying for the top spot.  Here is the Peter fresh from the 

school of Christ, living to take care of the sheep. 

1 Peter 4:7  But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and 

watchful in your prayers. 8  And above all things have fervent love for one 

another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." (NKJV)  

Peter got the message from Christ.  He understood.  And he gave his life to that 

process. 

1 Peter 5:6  Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that 

He may exalt you in due time, 7  casting all your care upon Him, for He cares 

for you. 8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about 

like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9  Resist him, steadfast in 

the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your 

brotherhood in the world. 10  But may the God of all grace, who called us to 

His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, 

establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11  To Him be the glory and the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen. (NKJV)  

Maybe you can relate to Peter this morning.  Maybe your life seems like just a 

series of failures and mistakes.  If so, you can find hope in the life of Peter.  While 

Peter failed Christ, Christ never failed Peter.  And while he chastised and 

disciplined Peter, His love continually brought Peter back to Christ.  We would do 

well to follow Christ’s advice to Peter.  Follow Christ.  We need to confess our 

sins and failures.  We need to admit them and call them what they are.  And then 

boldly come back to the school of Jesus.  If we will follow Christ, if we will submit 

our wills to Him, He will lead us.  And He will lead us into lives of greater and 

greater faithfulness to Him.  To where, at the end we look nothing like we did 

when we started.  If God can do that to Peter, He can do it to us. 


