
Justification 
John Owen in The Doctrine of Justification by Faith said, “I shall take the boldness, therefore, to 

say, whoever be offended at it, that if we lose the ancient doctrine of justification through faith in 

the blood of Christ, and the imputation of his righteousness unto us, public profession of religion 

will quickly issue in Popery or Atheism.” (5:206-7) And “The loss of the doctrine of justification 

involves the loss of all Christian doctrine.” (5:67) 

1. The D_____________ of Justification 
LBC 11:1 “Those whom God effectually calleth, he also freely justifieth, not by infusing righteousness into them, but 
by pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accepting their persons as righteous; not for anything wrought in them, 
or done by them, but for Christ's sake alone; not by imputing faith itself, the act of believing, or any other evangelical 
obedience to them, as their righteousness; but by imputing Christ's active obedience unto the whole law, and passive 
obedience in his death for their whole and sole righteousness by faith, which faith they have not of themselves; it is the 
gift of God.  
Catechism of the RCC “GRACE AND JUSTIFICATION 
I. Justification—1987 The grace of the Holy Spirit has the power to justify us, that is, to cleanse us from our sins and 
to communicate to us "the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ" and through Baptism. 1989 The first work 
of the grace of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus' proclamation at the 
beginning of the Gospel: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." Moved by grace, man turns toward God and 
away from sin, thus accepting forgiveness and righteousness from on high. "Justification is not only the remission of 
sins, but also the sanctification and renewal of the interior man.1990 Justification detaches man from sin which 
contradicts the love of God, and purifies his heart of sin. Justification follows upon God's merciful initiative of offering 
forgiveness. It reconciles man with God. It frees from the enslavement to sin, and it heals.1992 Justification has been 
merited for us by the Passion of Christ who offered himself on the cross as a living victim, holy and pleasing to God, 
and whose blood has become the instrument of atonement for the sins of all men. Justification is conferred in Baptism, 
the sacrament of faith. It conforms us to the righteousness of God, who makes us inwardly just by the power of his 
mercy. Its purpose is the glory of God and of Christ, and the gift of eternal life:” 
Deuteronomy 25:1  

Proverbs 17:15  

Luke 7:29  

Romans 8:33-34  

2. The A___________ of Justification  
3. The G___________ of Justification 

a. Not a Righteousness Infused or Generated In Us 

Romans 4:5  
Philippians 3:8-9  

b. Not by W__________ of the Law 
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Romans 3:20  
Romans 3:28  

c. By His G__________ 
Titus 3:5-7  

Romans 3:24  
d. By Christ’s B_________ 

Romans 3:24-25  

Romans 5:9  


e. By Christ’s O__________ 

Romans 5:18-19 

11:3 “Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully discharge the debt of all those that are justified; and did, by the 
sacrifice of himself in the blood of his cross, undergoing in their stead the penalty due unto them, make a proper, real, 
and full satisfaction to God's justice in their behalf; yet, inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, and his 
obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, and both freely, not for anything in them, their justification is only of 
free grace, that both the exact justice and rich grace of God might be glorified in the justification of sinners.”  

4. The I____________ of Justification 

a. Representative Union 

2 Corinthians 5:21  
Romans 8:1 
Romans 5:12-19  

g. F___________ 
Romans 3:28 
11:2 “Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ and his righteousness, is the alone instrument of justification; yet it is 
not alone in the person justified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but worketh 
by love.”  
11:4 “God did from all eternity decree to justify all the elect, and Christ did in the fullness of time die for their sins, and 
rise again for their justification; nevertheless, they are not justified personally, until the Holy Spirit doth in time due 
actually apply Christ unto them.” 

5. The A__________ of Justification 

Romans 3:27  
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Romans 4:2  

Romans 11:35-36  
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