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I. Peter’s choice for himself and challenge to us—Get to agape by ‘re-seeing’ the cross 

2Pe 1:5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue (moral excellence); and to virtue knowledge 

(understanding);  

2Pe 1:6  And to knowledge temperance (self-control); and to temperance patience (cheerful and hopeful endurance); and to 

patience godliness (reverence of God);  

2Pe 1:7  And to godliness brotherly kindness (Gk—philadelphia); and to brotherly kindness charity (Gk—agape).  

2Pe 1:8  For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

2Pe 1:9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 

sins.  
 

II. Peter’s history—When he claimed to have (but proved not to have) agape love 
 

 A. On the night before the cross—Peter had claimed he would die rather than deny 

Mat 26:31  Then saith Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the 

shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.  

Mat 26:32  But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee.  

Mat 26:33  Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.  

Mat 26:34  Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  

Mat 26:35  Peter said unto him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the disciples.  
 

Luk 22:31  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:  

Luk 22:32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.  

Luk 22:33  And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death.  

Luk 22:34  And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest 

me.  
 

 B. Before daybreak—(And before Jesus’ eyes)—Peter denied Jesus three times 

Luk 22:54  Then took they him, and led him, and brought him into the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.  

Luk 22:55  And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat down among them.  

Luk 22:56  But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also 

with him.  

Luk 22:57  And he denied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.  

Luk 22:58  And after a little while another saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.  

Luk 22:59  And about the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this fellow also was with 

him: for he is a Galilaean.  

Luk 22:60  And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.  

Luk 22:61  And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto 

him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.  

Luk 22:62  And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.  
 

 C. After His resurrection—Jesus questioned Peter about the extent of Peter’s love 

Joh 21:15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (Gk—agapao) thou me more than 

these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love (Gk—phileo) thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  

Joh 21:16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (Gk—agapao) thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 

Lord; thou knowest that I love (Gk—phileo) thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  

Joh 21:17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest (Gk—phileo) thou me? Peter was grieved because he 

said unto him the third time, Lovest (Gk—phileo) thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou 

knowest that I love (Gk—phileo) thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  

Joh 21:18  Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: 

but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou 

wouldest not. 



Joh 21:19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, 

Follow me.  
 

II. Jesus’ lesson of rising from phileo to agape—Came to be Peter’s challenge to us 

2Pe 1:7  And to godliness (reverence of God) brotherly kindness (Gk—philadelphia); and to brotherly kindness charity (Gk—

agape).  
 

III. After Jesus questioned Peter’s agape—Peter began agape—And journeyed in it 
  

 A. 50 days after the denials—7 days after ascension—Peter boldly preached to 1000’s 

Act 2:36  Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 

both Lord and Christ.  

Act 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men 

and brethren, what shall we do?  

Act 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you... 
 

Act 2:41  Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three 

thousand souls.  
 

 B. A few days later—In the name of Jesus—Peter boldly healed the lame man 

Act 3:1  Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.  

Act 3:2  And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple...to ask 

alms of them that entered into the temple;  
 

Act 3:6  Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 

rise up and walk.  

Act 3:7  And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  

Act 3:8  And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.  
 

 C. Because of the leaping lame man—The men who killed Jesus put Peter on trial 

Act 4:1  And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them,  

Act 4:2  Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  

Act 4:3  And they laid hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day...  

Act 4:5  And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and elders, and scribes,  

Act 4:6  And Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the high 

priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 
 

 D. They wanted a NAME—The same NAME Peter had denied only a few days ago 

Act 4:7  And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, By what power, or by what NAME, have ye done this?  

Act 4:8  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them...  
 

Act 4:10  Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the NAME of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye 

crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.  

Act 4:11  This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.  

Act 4:12  Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other NAME under heaven given among men, whereby we 

must be saved.  
 

Act 4:18  And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the NAME of Jesus.  

Act 4:19  But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 

than unto God, judge ye.  

Act 4:20  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.  
 

 E. Peter had indeed risen from phileo to agape 

Act 5:17  Then the high priest rose up, and all...were filled with indignation,  

Act 5:18  And laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.  

Act 5:19  But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said,  

Act 5:20  Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.  

Act 5:21  And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught… 
 

Act 5:26  Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them...   

Act 5:27  And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them,  

Act 5:28  Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this NAME? and, behold, ye have filled 

Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.  

Act 5:29  Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.  
 

Act 5:40  …and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the 

NAME of Jesus, and let them go.  



Act 5:41  And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his 

NAME.  

Act 5:42  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.  
 

IV. Peter tells us to rise from phileo to agape—(Just before he fully proved his agape) 

2Pe 1:7  ...and to brotherly kindness (Gk—philadelphia) charity (Gk—agape)... 
 

2Pe 1:9  But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old 

sins.  
 

2Pe 1:13  Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;  

2Pe 1:14  Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.  

2Pe 1:15  Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


