
Part 55 Paul’s Trial and Defense 
A sermon series by Pastor Byron Chesney Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2016 

 

┼i Acts 22:22-30; 23:1-11: 
 

Last Wednesday we looked at the first 21 verses of chapter 22 and we covered Paul’s 
arrest by the Romans and his testimony before the Jews on the steps of the Palace. 
The last thing we covered was in verse 21 where he mentioned the Lord sending him 
to preach unto the Gentiles. So, we pick up in verse 22 with the reaction of the Jews 
to Paul’s testimony: 
 

22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices, and 
said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live. 
 

The very name, “Gentile,” is like a bad word to the Jews. There is no need to go into 
the animosity that was held between the Jews and the Gentiles, we covered time and 
time again, let’s just say that there was no love between the two. Gentiles were 
considered “dogs,” by the Jews. 
 

By Paul saying that he had been sent unto the Gentiles meant that they were being 
saved outside of the Laws of Moses, and that the Gentiles somehow had a greater 
chance of being saved than the Jews. This was too much for these Jews to think 
about and they immediately decide that Paul is unfit to even live. They wanted all of 
traces of him wiped off the face of the earth. Friends, this is some deep seeded 
hatred that these Jews have for Paul. – But hatred for the Apostle Paul is still going 
on today. In fact, there is even a website you can visit called “Problems With Paul.” 
The address is www.problemswithpaul.com. There they list all of these so-called 
problems that they have found in Paul’s writings. Just do a Google search on the 
phrase; “Paul the false apostle,” and you will find hundreds of websites that hate Paul.  
It is also no secret that Thomas Jefferson hated Paul and was quoted as saying; 
“Paul was the first corrupter of the doctrines of Jesus.” Of course we, as Christians, 
cling to the Holy inspired Word of God including those penned down by the Apostle 
Paul. 
 

23 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air, 
 

Here we go throwing more dust in the air; the ultimate Jewish sign of disdain and 
contempt. Since the soldiers were guarding Paul they could not get ahold of him like 
they wanted to so they threw dust in the air as a sign of how much they hated him 
and how upset they were.  
 

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he 
should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so 
against him. 
 

The chief captain cannot understand the Hebrew language and therefore has no idea 
what words were being said. All he can assume is that Paul has said or done 
something bad that has caused all of these people to be upset. To find out what is 
going on he plans to have Paul scourged to try and make him give up the information. 
This is the same type of beating they gave the Lord Jesus before they crucified him. It 
was typically accomplished by embedding sharp objects into the end of a whip and 
whipping someone until they talked or until they were satisfied with the punishment, 
or in a lot of cases, until they died. 
 

25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is 
it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 

Uh oh, that was the last thing that the Romans wanted to hear from Paul’s mouth, that 
he was a Roman citizen. Not only that, he knew the Roman laws concerning arrests, 
trials, and punishment. 
 

26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take 
heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 
 

The centurion immediately warns his chief captain that Paul is a Roman citizen and 
that they needed to take caution. 
 

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He 
said, Yea. 
 

The chief captain wants to hear it from Paul himself as to whether or not he is a 
Roman citizen. Paul assures him quickly that yes, he is a Roman.  
 

28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And 
Paul said, But I was free born. 
 

We must remember that the Roman Empire was the world empire during that day and 
time. They reigned and ruled. Being a Roman citizen had a lot of perks.  
A few of them are: 

 The right to vote. 

 The right to own land. 

 The right to a fair trial. (unlawful to be scourged or sentenced to death unless you 
committed treason) 

 The right to legal counsel. 

 The right to make contracts. 

 The right to sue in a court of law. 

 The right to not pay certain taxes. 

 The right to travel on Roman built roads. 
 

You could become a Roman citizen a few different ways: 
1. Be born as a Roman citizen, your parents were Romans citizens. 
2. Pay a high sum of money to become a Roman citizen. 
3. Serve in the Roman military for 25-years and be granted Roman citizenship. 
4. Be granted citizenship from the Roman government.  

 

If you wanted all of the rights that the Romans had you had to be a Roman citizen. 
Paul was born a Roman citizen but this chief captain had to purchase his citizenship. 
 

29 Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and 
the chief captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because 
he had bound him. 
 

As soon as everyone finds out that Paul is a Roman citizen they don’t want anything 
to do with him. They all know that if this gets discovered that they had wrongfully 
incarcerated him, bound him, and were planning on scouring him that they would be 
in trouble. So they decided to hold off on everything until the next day so they could 
let things settle down and decide on the best course of action. 
 

30 On the morrow, because he would have known the certainty wherefore he was 
accused of the Jews, he loosed him from his bands, and commanded the chief priests 
and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down, and set him before them. 
 

Paul stayed in the castle all night and the next day the Romans called for the chief 
priests and the council to come. This would have been the Sanhedrin court. 

http://www.problemswithpaul.com/


Now we begin chapter 23 with Paul being on trial before the council. 
 

Acts 23:1-11 

1 And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all 
good conscience before God until this day. 
 

Paul very boldly begins speaking to the council directly. He calls them brethren to let 
them know that he is one of them and he then tells them that his conscience is clear 
and right before God.  
 

2 And the high priest Ananias commanded them that stood by him to smite him on the 
mouth. 
 

Paul’s boldness and lack of guilt has greatly upset the high priest. He, along with the 
Jews, believe Paul to be a traitor and he wanting to show his authority commands 
that Paul be smacked in the mouth. You may remember that something very similar 
happened during the trial of Jesus when He was before the High Priest: 
John 18:19-23: The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 

20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, 
and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing. 
21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard me, what I have said unto them: 
behold, they know what I said. 22 And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers 
which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the 
high priest so? 23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: 
but if well, why smitest thou me? 
 

3 Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to 
judge me after the law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to the law? 
 

Paul was one bold man. Here he is before a council of men that could sentence him 
to death yet he boldly rebukes the High Priest, not realizing that he was the High 
Priest. He states that “God shall smite,” him, and then he calls him a “whited wall.” 
You talk about a stinging rebuke. A whited wall means a hypocrite. Paul is accusing 
him of judging him after the law and he himself was breaking the law by having him 
stricken in the mouth. 
 

Jesus used similar words concerning the Pharisees in the Gospel of Matthew: 
Matthew 23:27-28: Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 

unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 

4 And they that stood by said, Revilest thou God's high priest? 5 Then said Paul, I 
wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt not speak 
evil of the ruler of thy people. 
 

Paul had no idea that Ananias was the High Priest. Obviously he had not been 
introduced. It had been a long time since Paul had been part of the Sanhedrin court, 
around 14-years if I’m not mistaken, and he was not familiar with these men that were 
there now.  
 

Then Paul cites part of the Mosaic Law concerning respect of the rulers as found in 
Exodus 22:28: Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy people. 

 
 
 

6 But when Paul perceived that the one part were Sadducees, and the other 
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of 
a Pharisee: of the hope and resurrection of the dead I am called in question. 7 And 
when he had so said, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees: and the multitude was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both. 
 

By this time Paul is well aware that there is no way he is going to receive a fair trial 
and that these men have already made up their minds that he is a traitor, so he pulls 
a very clever move on the council. He knows from his time of being in the Sanhedrin 
Court that it was divided with Pharisees and Sadducees. As we have studied before, 
there was some stark differences between these two sects of Jews. The Sadducees 
did not believe in the doctrine of the resurrection or angels, or spirits but the 
Pharisees did and this caused a lot of contention between the two. Paul is well aware 
of this so he appeals to the Pharisees because, just as he stated, he too was a 
Pharisee and so was his father. --  He then mentions the “resurrection of the dead.” 
That was all he had to do to get this council divided as we see in our next verse: 
 

9 And there arose a great cry: and the scribes that were of the Pharisees' part arose, 
and strove, saying, We find no evil in this man: but if a spirit or an angel hath spoken 
to him, let us not fight against God. 
 

Don’t you find it amazing how fast these Pharisees changed their minds? Suddenly 
they are in agreement with Paul and state that they “find no evil in this man.” They 
even proclaim that they don’t want to fight against God if He was the one that sent an 
angel or a spirit to speak to Paul.  
 

10 And when there arose a great dissension, the chief captain, fearing lest Paul 
should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded the soldiers to go down, and 
to take him by force from among them, and to bring him into the castle. 
 

The chief captain has had all he can take. He can’t understand their language, all he 
knows is there is a huge argument going on and half the men are on Paul’s side and 
the other half are not. So he has Paul removed for his own protection. 
 

11 And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: 
for as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome. 
 

How comforting it must have been for Paul to receive this visit from the Lord. Even as 
bold as Paul was you know he had to be weary from all of this. Something like this 
would have taken its toll on any man. The Lord Jesus appears to him and comforts 
him by telling him that he will go on to be a witness in Rome, something that Paul has 
always desired to do. We know that Paul absolutely was able to be a witness in Rome 
because the last two verses of the Book of Acts tells us this: Acts 28:30-31: And Paul 

dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him, 
31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him. 
 

Make sure you notice that Jesus did not tell Paul that he would be set free from his 
bonds and he never was. Even in the hired house in Rome, he was under house 
arrest. 

                                                 
┼i All Scripture from the Authorized King James Version of the Bible 


