
Mk. 7:24-37  “Children and Dogs”

For the Children: Imagine someone who has been blind nearly all their life.  One day, they receive an operation which 
restores their sight.  They are so full of joy, and so thankful, they run and tell all their friends, “I can see!  I can see!” 
They follow all the doctor’s instructions after the operation, since they do not wish to lose that precious gift of sight! 
Well, we have been given spiritual life, sight, hearing and speech, from the Lord Jesus.  We should be filled with 
gratitude, joy, a desire to serve and obey – and to tell others about Him!  Questions: Why did the Lord Jesus refuse the 
woman at first, and even speak as if she were like a dog?  Why could the Lord Jesus not yet concentrate on saving 
Gentiles?  How important is faith in receiving help from the Lord?
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Introduction:

First Point: Shaming the Jewish Nation
• The Syrophoenician Woman: It is stressed that the woman is a Gentile (v. 26), a Canaanite (Mt. 15:22).  Yet 

she shows more trust, humility and respect for Him than many of the Jews.  Even when Jesus implies she is a 
“dog”, a house-pet, in comparison to the “children”(the Jewish people) – she is still not offended.  She is not 
offended by His apparent refusal to help.  She accepts the Lord’s priority to the Jews and simply begs for 
“crumbs.”  She is less spiritually “unclean” than the unbelieving Jews

• The Deaf-Mute: The man is also possibly a Gentile.  The Lord heals His hearing and speech.  He shows the 
man what He intends by spitting on His hands – also “unclean” to the Pharisees

• The Gentile Crowds: The Gentile crowd “exceedingly proclaimed” Jesus’ works.  “Proclaim” is a word 
normally used for heralding the Gospel.  They were amazed at what He was doing, and exclaimed that “He has 
done all things well.”  This was a more positive reaction than from many of His own people

Second Point: Foreshadowing the Gentile Mission
• The Lord’s “Retreat”: The Lord does not travel in these Gentile regions in order to begin a Gentile mission. 

He goes to get some rest from the Jewish crowds (v. 24).  But He does foreshadow the Gentile mission that the 
apostles would commence later

• Crumbs for Dogs: The Lord explains to the woman that it is not yet time for the Gentile mission – to give the 
children’s bread to the dogs.  The “children” (the Jews) must be satisfied first.  See Mt. 10:5,6; 15:24; Rom. 
1:16; 2:10; Acts 13:46.  By accepting this explanation the woman is accepting God’s covenant purpose with 
Israel, and herself as a less-privileged outsider.   However, the OT looked forward to the Gentiles being blessed 
through Israel (Gen. 12:3, Is. 60).  Perhaps the Lord would help a bit – a crumb – so long as it didn’t interfere 
with His mission to the Jews.  By agreeing to do so, the Lord foreshadows the full blessing of the Gentiles later

• The Gentile Proclamation: The “proclamation” by the crowds also foreshadows this event.  The language 
reflects Is. 35:5-6, which speaks of the restoration of God’s people.  Here, Gentiles become part of the 
fulfillment of that promise

Third Point: Picturing the Miracle of Salvation
• The Demon Cast Out: By a word, Jesus breaks the power of the demon over the girl – a picture of the way He 

breaks the power of Satan over all who turn to Him for salvation

• Ears Opened, Tongues Loosened: Similarly, by a word Jesus opens the ears of the deaf and loosens the 
impediment of the tongue – a picture of the way He opens our ears to receive His Word and to respond in 
joyful praise

• Salvation by Faith: All this is accomplished by the Word of Christ, by grace.  Yet it is received by faith as an 
instrument.  The Lord tests the faith of the woman by His initial refusal.  When she continues to trust Him and 
accept His words, He heals her daughter “because of this answer.”  See Mt. 9:22, 13:58.  His actions to show 
the deaf-mute what He intends, also help excite faith in a  man who cannot hear a verbal explanation

Conclusion


