
THINKING BIBLICALLY ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 9 

Revelation 2:8-11 

 

Intro: As we continue our study of the Holy Spirit, we have chosen to look at the letters written by Christ to 

the 7 Churches of Asia Minor because each letter gives credit to the Holy Spirit having been active in the 

writing of these letters.  Today we consider the Church of Smyrna. 

 

I. The Location of the Church 

 A. Smyrna-a large and wealthy city ________ miles north of Ephesus 

 B. The ancient city is located at two sites within modern Izmir, Turkey 

 C. Smyrna, like Ephesus, was a seaport city and _________ center for that region of the world 

 D. Smyrna, like Ephesus, was an idolatrous city that specialized in _______________ worship 

 E. The Gospel may well have been presented by those from Ephesus Acts 19:10 

 

II. The description Christ gives of Himself to the Church of Smyrna Vs 8 

 A. "First and Last"-the ______________ One 

 B.  "Who was dead"-the One who _____________ death at the hands of His persecutors 

 C. "And has come to life"-the One who was _______________ over the suffering He went  

  through 

 

III. The message from Christ to the Church in Smyrna Vs 9-10 

 A. It is evident from Christ's message that He is __________________ involved in the affairs 

  of the Church in Smyrna-"I know" Vs 9 

  1. Christ sees and ____________________ what goes on in each of the local body of 

   Believers around the world 

  2. There is _______________ that happens in His body that He is not aware of 

   a. "Your works"-actions and ________________ 

   b. "Your tribulation"-to ______________, press, compress, squeeze, to break 

   c. "Your poverty"-Cf. 2 Corinthians 8:2, 9 

   d. "(But you are rich)"- To outward appearances, they might be living in poverty-

    but as far as spiritual things were concerned, they were rich 

    [Christ understood the reality of poverty-And Jesus said unto him, Foxes  

    have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not  

    where to lay his head. Luke 9:58]  

  3. There is nothing ___________________ to His body that He is not aware of 

   a. "The blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not" 

    1. Blasphemy-to speak those things about God that are false and meant 

     to cause injury to His character and _________________ 

    2. Of those who say they are Jews and are not-_________________  

     who profess to be Jews 

   b. "But are a synagogue of Satan"- "Without exception this phenomenon of  

    Gentiles imagining and asserting they are Jewish when they are not leads to  

    strange patterns of doctrine and practice. Such people are not accepted by  

    Jews as Jewish; nor, as this verse shows, are they to be accepted by  

    Christians as Christian. Isolated and self-defensive, they can easily become  

    prideful, neither obeying the Torah nor showing brotherly love to Yeshua's  

    real followers. It is easy to see why Yeshua does not regard them as   

    harmlessly neutral but pegs them as a synagogue of the Adversary." [Jewish 

    NT Commentary]  



  

 B. It is evident from Christ's message that He knows what the _______________ holds for  

  the Church in Smyrna Vs 10 

  1. Don't fear-The ________________ for following Christ [fear-terror which causes 

   one to want to run away] 

   a. The ________________ of the devil 

    1. Devil-"the accuser" 

    2. Prison-literal, a place of confinement 

   b. The _________________ of life 

    1. Tested-some type of testing 

    2. Obviously orchestrated by satan and therefore it must be   

     __________ in nature with the intent of causing the Believer to  

     commit ____________ 

   c. The tribulations-same word used in verse 9 [as to the meaning of 10 days, it  

    would probably be better to take it literally than to speculate] 

  2. "Be faithful"-remain true to _______________, your profession of faith, and to the 

   local ____________ of Believers 

   a. _______________ in life 

   b. And when faced with ________________ 

 C. It is evident from Christ's message that He will not ________________ the difficulties  

  that the Church in Smyrna, but keeps accurate records Vs 10b 

  1. "And I will give you"- 

   a. Christ will be ______________ at this wonderful time of recognition for the 

    faithfulness of the Believer to Himself  

   b. Christ will be personally ________________ in the reward ceremony 

  2. "The crown of life" 

   a.  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, 

    he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who  

    love Him. James 1:12 (NKJV) 

   b. Given to the one who ___________________ temptation (through the  

    enablement of Christ) 

   c. Given to the one who is faithful to his/her ______________ as a Christian 

   d. Given to the believer who will not ______________ their Lord even if it  

    costs them their ______________ on earth 

 

IV. The _________________ of the Holy Spirit 

 A. To those who choose to listen and hear-to listen and ____________ 

 B.  "He who overcomes"-To ________________ 

 C. "Shall not be hurt by the second death"-__________________ _______________ 

 


